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Unexpected Gifts 
 
   Last week I stepped out of my office to look 
for something downstairs in the Fellowship 
Hall.  I was only gone for about five minutes, 
but waiting on my desk when I returned was a 
thick slice of banana nut bread.  No note was 
attached; I had no idea who had slipped in and 
left such an unexpected treat.  But let me assure 
you that my surprise did not prevent me from 
enjoying the gift. In minutes, it was gone!  
   Every Christmas I wrestle with the dilemma of 
expected versus unexpected gifts. Our no-
longer teenage children have definite ideas of 
what they desire for Christmas.  The gifts have 
to be a certain color, from a particular 
manufacturer, in just the right size.  And even 
the most elaborate wrapping with heart-felt 
card attached cannot change the lack of surprise 
and excitement on Christmas morn.  They know 
what is inside.  They just go through the 
motions of unwrapping the very thing they 
knew they were going to get. 
   Don’t get me wrong; there is plenty of upside 
to this process.  Our children get exactly what 
they want or need, we don’t have the frustration 
of seeing their disappointment over what we 
picked out, as 99% of the time what we think is 
nice and useful they think as old and useless.  
With expected gifts when all the unwrapping is 
done, all is well, calm, and orderly – but not 
surprising.   That is the problem with expected 
gifts – their impact is small, and frequently no 
big deal. 

   When God decided to become flesh and enter 
this world through a child born in Bethlehem 
long ago, it was done in a way no one could 
have imagined.  An infant boy, born to a 
teenage mother, with a poor carpenter as her 
husband, in a crude and primitive setting, as 
part of an ethnic group severely suppressed by 
the occupation army of the super power of the 
world. Talk about a surprise!   Emmanuel, God 
with us, in a completely unexpected way. 
   But today we know how the story goes. We 
know the ending when the scripture reading 
begins, “In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
enrolled…” But we should not be lulled into 
thinking God has no more surprises in store for 
our lives.  The God we serve is a God that 
continues to impact our lives in ways large and 
small remember that there are no coincidences, 
but God-incidences.   Each day, in every way, 
God touches us with wonder through his 
grace.   During Advent, be prepared to be 
surprised.   God is with us, still! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Richard 

 Matthew 2 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed: 

Thursday, December 25th; Friday, December 26th; 
Thursday, January 1st & Friday, January 2nd. 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com


 

 

Report from the Board 
 

On the Rise 
 

A lot of energy accompanied our steady 
growth in attendance, programs, and ministries 
during 2014.   This momentum will be hard to 
stop or slow down in 2015, because “He raised 
us up to be more than we could be.”  Spirit is 
prompting us to do the right things at the right 
pace. 

We are entering the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas.  Hearing the story again 
reminds us that individuals and communities 
continue to be prompted by God to take certain 
actions for His purposes.  When prompted by 
Spirit, we too can respond as did Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord.”  

In that day, those words set in motion 
God’s plan to shine a new light in the darkness, 
new hope, new peace, and new freedom. That 
same answer in our time will make us more 
than we can be and will keep the Spirit’s 
momentum going within our faith community. 

His purposes will be served in the small 
acts of care and compassion as well as in the 
large ones. In belonging to God, we will get 
active in the adventures God has in store for us, 
in the work God needs us to do, and in the work 
God has designed us, uniquely, to do.  The Lord 
will raise us to be more than we could be.  

We don’t need to find new words. These 
will do: “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.” 

My prayer for each of you and for our 
community of faith during this time of year is 
that we will hear the promptings of Spirit and 
be willing to let God raise us up to be more than 
we can be each day of 2015. 

Take care, 
Fred 

 

 
 

 The following scriptures will be used during 
the Sunday worship services in December.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
December 7 Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 
December 14 John 1:6-8, 19-28; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
December 21 Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
December 28 Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team 

Advocates 
 

 
 

“What Gifts Shall We Bring?” 
 

 On December the 14th and the 21st we will 
receive our Christmas Offering.  100% of this offering 
stays right here in Virginia to support the activities 
of the Virginia Region.  This is the primary source of 
income for the Region, and this offering allows them 
to provide support to all Disciples churches in the 
region.  This support comes in many forms, but 
among them are pastoral support for churches facing 
significant challenges, assisting churches in finding a 
pastor, support for Disciples Men's, Women's and 
Youth programs and support for camps and 
conferences.  We at Olive Branch have been the 
beneficiary of this support and are called to give 
generously to ensure the support continues.  Thank 
you for your support. 
 Matthew’s story of the Wise Men who come 
seeking the newborn King is a familiar one, re-
enacted in countless Christmas pageants every year.  
Amidst the costumes, animals, shepherds and 
mangers crowded into most depictions of the 
Nativity, the gifts they bring often are seen as just 
props for the Magi to carry.  Yet they are far more 
than that. 
 Scholars believe the Wise Men came from 
ancient Persia (modern day Iran), and early Christian 
art often depicts them in Persian clothing.  If so, their 
journey was long and arduous—and even as it 
neared its end finding “the one who has been born 
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King” was not easy.  He was not to be found in 
Jerusalem, the Holy City, as they expected, but in the 
tiny village of Bethlehem; even there they had to 
search for him. 
 Yet when they found the Child, they were 
prepared.  Bowing down, they worshiped him.  
“Then they opened their treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold and of incense (frankincense) 
and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:11), gifts that they had 
carried with them all the way from Persia, 
extravagant gifts fit for a King. 
 We may think ourselves incapable of giving 
such gifts until we remember that the good news of 
Jesus’ birth also came to common folk like the 
shepherds, and that extravagance comes in many 
forms.  For the shepherds, it came in the form of 
praising God.  For you, maybe it will be in doing 
mission together in response to a disaster or on an 
immersion trip to learn about another culture.  Your 
extravagant gift to the Christmas offering, whether 
large or small, supports the many ways Disciples 
across your region discover and share their gifts of 
ministry.  Whatever gift you bring, give it joyfully; 
that’s the kind of giving that makes God smile, and 
therein lays the secret of its extravagance. 
 As we celebrate anew the Good News of 
God-with-us, the coming of our Lord, what gifts 
shall we bring?  Whatever it is, may we present them 
in humble thanksgiving and with joyful 
extravagance! 

Jim and Carolyn Hunt 
PPT Outreach Advocate 

 

 
 

A big “SHOUT-OUT” to Olive Branch 
Family for a job “WELL DONE”!!! 
 The joy of Christmas is the delivery of 
thousands of shoeboxes to the children of the world.  
We have made a big difference…we collected 128 
shoeboxes and raised $1,123.00! Operation Christmas 
Child’s goal this year is to collect over 10 million 
shoeboxes, bringing hope and happiness to so many 
children. 
 Every shoebox is an opportunity to show 
God’s love and share the gospel with a hurting child.  
Please pray specifically for the children who will 
receive your gifts.  There is nothing more powerful 
than prayer. 
 Merry Christmas, Operation Christmas 
Child! 

Thank You, and Prayers, 
Sheila Yeatts 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

My Best Christmas Gift 
 
What can I bring  
To the manger this year? 
He said that my gifts 
Should be given with cheer. 
My offering shall be  
When I come to the stall, 
The best that I have, 
For He gave me His all. 
 

I bring my sweet children 
That He lent to me, 
To have for a season 
Then given back to Thee. 
I committed to train them 
To know of His life 
From the Babe in the manger 
Through to Calvary's strife. 
 

God gave His son 
As His best gift to me. 
The least I can do 
Is return mine to Thee. 
And thank You, dear Father, 
For my children on earth, 
I've nurtured them in faith 
Since the day of their birth. 
 

So when I stand before Him, 
With those that I love best, 
I'll know they were fitted 
With God's Righteouness test. 
They were bathed in the Gospel, 
They understand His command, 
They bear the name "Christ-ian", 
And wear His likeness throughout 
the land. 
 

All my Christmases are sweeter 
With each passing year. 
For my children are children 
Of your Son so dear. 
Your promise to me 
Has been made complete, 
And I worship King Jesus, 
As I fall at His feet. 
 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him, 
shall not perish but have everlasting life.  John 
3:16.  Thank you, God, for giving me your best. 

 
I love you, in Jesus' name, 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Making Your OBCC Christmas 
Food List And 

Checking It Twice 
 
 
 Your donation to our food baskets 
during the month of December is an extra 
special way of responding to the eternal gift and 
the message of hope we receive from the 
Bethlehem Manger.  Your food contributions 
provide hope for 233 families in our 
community. 
  

Christmas is a time of hope, celebration 
and good cheer.  However, for our neighbors 
who rely on our food donations, it can be a time 
of increased despair because of their limited 
resources.  Your consistent food donations to 
our food baskets makes Christmas every day of 
the year for our neighbors who receive a portion 
of their daily bread from you.  We can enjoy the 
peace and joy we receive from our giving.  
Remember, happiness does not come from what 
we have; it comes from what we do. 

 
 We rejoice in the goodwill you provide 
to our neighbors through our food sharing 
program.  Remember, “They aren’t heavy, they 
are our neighbors.” 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Jane and Will Hatcher 
 
 

 

            
 

Notes from the Wild 
Side…! 

 
Come one and all to see “A Christmas 

Carol” by Backstage Productions…Friday, 
December 12th, at 7:00 pm.  Tickets can be 
purchased at the door, admission is $5.00.  The 
youth group will be hosting this event.  We hope 
to see you there to celebrate the season.  Also, 
we will need help providing refreshments.  If you 
can help, please drop off your donation on 
Friday.  We will meet on the 7th and the 21st of 
December. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

Abby Matschke 
 

 
 

Coming December 12th !!   
 
 The young people who are members of 
Backstage Productions have a special gift for our 
Church!  They will be performing Charles Dickens’, 
“A Christmas Carol,” on Friday night, December 
12th, at 7:00 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  Under 
the direction of Naomi Marrow, every production 
this group presents is an inspiration, and this one is 
one of the traditions of Christmas.  Please come out 
and support the hard work of these young people! 
 This wonderful play is being sponsored by 
the Youth Group.  Put this on your calendar NOW!   
Plan to bring your family (also invite friends and 
neighbors), and get your Christmas Season off to a 
joyous start.  Cost is only $5.00—purchase a ticket at 
the door. 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=110&image_source_id=&page=12
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CHURCH CHOIR TO PRESENT  
“Love Came Down at Christmas” 

 

Wednesday, December 17th, 7:00 p.m.     
 

 

 
 

Our 2014 Christmas cantata, “Love Came 
Down at Christmas,” will be presented on 
December 17th, commencing at 7:00 p.m.   Our 
choir’s offering this year, led by Emilio Pesante 
and accompanied by Steve Hall, is composed 
and arranged by Joel Raney and published by 
Lorenz.  As indicated by its title, the central 
theme is the incarnate story telling us that God 
so loved the world that He came to earth as a 
Baby. The rich tapestry of this work is presented 
around the four traditional themes of hope, 
peace, joy and love and employs original and 
familiar melodies, diverse musical styles and 
engaging accompaniment settings that promise 
to rekindle our deep emotions in celebration of 
the true meaning of Christmas. 
 Plan to add this wonderful program to 
your Christmas activities.  Invite family and 
friends to come with you! 
 

Emilio Pesante, Director 

 
 

Advent and Christmas at 
OBCC! 

 
• 12/08: CWF Christmas Dinner at 6:30 

p.m. 
• 12/12: Backstage Productions presents 

“A 
Christmas Carol” at 7:00 p.m. 

• 12/17: Choir Cantata (“Love Came 
Down 

at Christmas”) at 7:00 p.m. 
• 12/24: Early Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship at 4:30 p.m. 
• 12/24: Live Nativity from 5:00 – 8:00 

p.m. 
• 12/24: Late Christmas Eve Candlelight  
 Worship at 8:00 p.m. 

 

     
  This year Olive Branch is participating 
in the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree Program.  
CONGRATULATIONS to our OBCC FAMILY 
for being so caring! All the “angel tags” placed on 
the tree are gone!   
  Gifts are to be returned to OBCC by 
Sunday, December 7th.  Put them “under the 
tree” in the Educational Building Lobby. 

 
ADVENT CHIMES 

 

 
 
Our handchimmers will play at both services on 
Sunday, December 14.  Consisting of chimers of 
different generations, the choir will be offering 
advent selections and will also accompany the 
congregation in the opening hymn. 

Irma Gustafson,  
Director 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=110&image_source_id=&page=46
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 

  
Our CWF luncheon/fashion show was a 

huge success.  God provided us with a cool fall 
day which went perfectly with the delicious 
soups and warm cider that was served.  More 
than eighty guests joined the festivities and told 
us the food was delicious and the warm apple 
deserts topped with ice cream were over the 
top.  The country store was just beautiful and 
many thanks to all the talented ladies who 
provided the handcrafted items.  Speaking of 
talented, our cooks did it again!  The baked 
goods not only looked wonderful, but I have it 
from personal experience that they were 
delicious.  Bidding on the grand display of 
silent auction items was fast and furious and 
hopefully all came away with at least one of 
their choices.  The raffle winners for the two 
gorgeous hand-made afghans (crafted by 
Shirley Harrison and Keeta Hodson) were 
Margie Dieleman and Pat Allred.  Our thanks to 
Christopher Banks for providing the beautiful 
outfits for our talented models. 
 Many hours of planning, setting up, 
serving, and cleaning up go into this event.  We 
could not do it without the help and support of 
our Olive Branch Family.  I do not have enough 
words in my vocabulary to say the many thanks 
to all my CWF sisters who worked so tirelessly 
to make this event so special.  You know who 
you are, and I am sure "God” knows how 
special you are, too.  Many, Many, thanks!!!!!! 
 Because of the success of this event, the 
CWF will be able to continue to sponsor 
numerous families in need during the holidays, 
as well as emergencies throughout the year.  We 
support Fish, Angels of Mercy, Interlude, as 
well as the children of the Mattaponi tribe and 
contribute a large share to the Virginia and 
World Disciples outreach programs.  Here at the 
church we strive to make grieving families more 
comfortable by providing a good meal as well 

as a pleasant social setting for families to gather 
and remember, after their loved ones' memorial 
service. 

December will be a busy month for 
everyone and CWF has one special event 
planned, and that is our annual Christmas 
dinner which will be Monday, December 8th at 
6:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  Please 
plan to join us, bring a favorite dish, and enjoy a 
special evening of good Christian friends and 
delightful entertainment.  If there are any 
questions, please give me a call (757-229-1423). 
 Christmas is the season of giving and the 
greatest gift we can give is ourselves.  Smile, 
laugh, help a friend, and talk to a stranger.  
None of these cost us much, but the rewards are 
beyond belief.     

God Bless Us, One and All! 
In Christian love, 
Marney Brickhouse 

 CWF President 

 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday Circle was 
held at Interlude on November 10th, with 15 
attending.   It was nice to have five men with us, and 
we were happy to have Josh Fulgham’s mother, 
Missy, with us and hope she will come again.  Three 
ladies had the same idea…to bring a cake for Elaine 
Henk’s, Cheryl Johnson’s, and Irma 
Gustafson’s birthdays, we even had food to go with 
our cake.  Elaine Henk completed our study on the 
Beatitudes; she will continue our study from the 
book of Matthew.  Thanks Elaine, we have really 
enjoyed your teaching. 

We decided we would like to meet in 
December for our bible study, even though we will 
be having a joint meeting on December 8th, 6:30 p.m. 
in the New Fellowship Hall.  This will be our CWF 
Christmas Dinner.  Hope everyone will attend one, if 
not both, meetings. 

Merry Christmas! 
  Donna Haulsee 
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SERVING IN DECEMBER 
 

Elders 
 
December 7  Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
December 14  Fred Rothermel, Marney 
Brickhouse 
December 21  Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
December 28  Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
 

Deacons 
 
December 7 Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 Joshua Fulgham, Hunter Gardner 
 
December 14 Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Patty Barker 
 
December 21 Skip Jensen, Don Morse 
 Richard Jones, Christina Jones 
 
December 28 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright 
 
 Acolytes  
 
December 7  
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech, Riley Jones 
 
December 14 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams, Todd 
Meadows 
 
December 21 
8:30/11:00 Melisa Williams, Alex Allred 
  
December 28 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams, Emily Lang 
 

Deaconess 
 

Carole Kerr 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
December 7  Fiona Lang, Patty Barker  
December 14 Two Volunteers Needed 
December 21 Tracie Heslink, Michael Heslink 
December 28 Fiona Lane, Volunteer Needed 

 
 

 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 

Church Family:  Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, 
Herman Floyd, Phyllis Gardner, Donna Garrett, Jesse 
Hall, Lena Jeffries, Judy Jones-Wanner, Gail Key, 
Evelyn Kirby, Jeanette McWilliams, Joann 
Mitchell, Paulette Moyce, Betty Speegle, Peter 
Stinely, Ellen Sullivan, and Sarah Waid. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Michael and Betty Boley (Cleve 
Wright's brother-in-law), Julie Cain (Jim & Carolyn 
Hunt’s son-in-law’s sister),  Betty Darling (Gertie 
Duke’s sister), John & Virginia Davis (Pat Allred’s 
friends), Jonathan DeNio (Janet Fletcher’s 11 year-
old grandson), Cindy Garrett (Mike Garrett’s niece), 
Katie Graves, Allison Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s 
niece), Ronald Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s brother), 
Timothy Howard (Andy & Jeanne Bell’s son-in-law), 
Marian Hughes (Norm Larkin’s sister), Tish Jensen 
(Skip Jensen’s Mother), Sid Johnson (close family 
friend of Christy Jensen and her parents),  Jean 
Keeton, (Janet Fletcher’s sister), Mary Lebou 
(Michelle Wright’s sister), Billy Martin, Mark 
McGee, Linda Paturtel, Sue Quick (Christy Jensen’s 
neighbor), Phil & Lisa Reynolds (Larry & Louise 
Smith’s daughter & son-in-law), Bud Smith  (Larry 
& Louise Smith’s son),    Trevor Smith and his 
family (Larry & Louise Smith’s grandson), Elaine 
Vogel (Taylor Cline’s aunt), Linwood Waltrip (Ruby 
Jones’ son-in-law), Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Alfred 
J. Wolfe (Jason  Campbell’s grandfather), Brenda 
Wright, and Julia and her family. 
 
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on 
the Prayer List.) 
 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the church office: 757-
566-8077. 
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DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

02 Allison Otey 
04 Donna Garrett; Dana Rothermel 
06 Kay Ainsworth 
08 Skylar Jensen; Paulette Moyce; 
 Fred Rothermel 
09 Ashley Wright 
10 Sharon Pullen 
12 Bob Hutton; Robert Wilkins 
13 Tracy Creech; Debbie Wilkins 
14 Steve White 
16 Wayne Jones; Cleve Wright 
17 Lauren Ries 
20 Ellen Sullivan; Ronald Yeatts 
22 Bryant Walker 
23 Patrick Gormus; Jim Thacker 
24 Carita Hodson 
27 Becky Baker 

 
 
 

 
14 Hunter & Tracy Creech 

 
 

 

 
 
To my church family, 
 
 My heartfelt thanks for the loving 
support from my Olive Branch family.  So many 
have sent cards, gifts, food and memorials, but 
it doesn’t surprise me because that’s what this 
congregation does.  We lift each other up in 
prayer as well as in hugs and words of 
encouragement.  In this period of thanksgiving, 
I give thanks to God for each one of you. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Kay Ainsworth 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 The Olive Branch Small Group will meet 
on Tuesday, December 2nd, at 1:00 p.m.  Mary 
Lee Leary is hosting a Christmas luncheon, after 
which Carole Kerr will lead us in an Advent 
devotional.  Mary Lee lives at 4135 Windmill 
Road in Colonial Heritage. 

Dick & Betty Barber 
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CASTING CALL FOR 2014 OBCC 
LIVE OUTDOOR NATIVITY! 

 

 
 

 
2013 OBCC OUTDOOR NATIVITY 

 
Several people have volunteered to be 

presenters at our 2014 Live Outdoor Nativity on 
Christmas Eve.  The roles of Mary and Joseph 
and a few other parts have already been 
assigned.  There are still several unfilled 
openings, however, for angels, shepherds, wise 
men and young pages to the wise men.  Walk-
on appearances will be in three shifts: 5-6 p.m., 
6-7 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. If you have already 
volunteered, please be sure we have your 
contact information. 

We have many costumes on hand at this 
time but need to fit what we have to all 
volunteers. We are prepared to construct a few 
additional costumes if needed, but it is vital that 
we know quickly how many of the various sizes 
we will be using. 

Please give this undertaking your 
prayerful consideration and contact Pastor 
Richard or myself soon as possible.  Also, if you 
have any old white sheets or an old felt hat on 

hand that is in excess to your use, please let me 
know.  

Meanwhile, enjoy a couple of photos 
from previous years. 

Irma Gustafson 
(757) 234-0774 

 

Chrismon Christmas Tree 
 

 
 

WHAT'S A CHRISMON? 
 
 “Chrismons” are a type of Christmas Tree 

decoration used in many churches and often in the 
homes of Christians.  The Chrismon tree was 
developed in 1957 by a Lutheran laywoman in 
Danville, VA as a religious ornament appropriate 
for a church’s Christmas celebration.  The symbols 
used represent a variety of biblical and theological 
concepts that are well known among most 
believers.  Often, if the ornaments on a Christmas 
tree are comprised mostly of Christian symbols, 
the tree is known as a "Chrismon Tree." 

The word “Chrismon” is a combination of 
Christ and monogram (meaning symbol).  
Chrismons are white with gold decorations of 
beads, ribbon, glitter, etc.  They help Christians to 
remember that Christmas is the celebration of 
Jesus’ birthday.  White is the liturgical color for 
Christmas and symbolizes that Jesus was pure 
and perfect.  Gold symbolizes His Majesty and 
Glory.  They can be made from nearly anything, 
including Styrofoam, paper and some are even 
embroidered. 
 Commonly used symbols include: angel,   
butterfly, candle, chalice, cross, crown, fish, 
nativity star, and peace dove.  Many other 
symbols are also used. 
 Olive Branch Church has a Chrismon Tree 
in the sanctuary each Christmas Season.   
 

Merry Christmas ! 



 

 

  
 

ADVENT 
(Waiting and preparing for the coming of 

Christ.) 
 
The Meaning of Advent:  Advent is a season 
observed in many Christian churches is marked by a 
spirit of expectation, of anticipation, and of 
preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of 
Jesus at Christmas. 
 For Christians, the season of Advent anticipates 
the coming of Christ from two perspectives.  The 
season offers the opportunity to share in the longing 
for the coming of the Messiah. 
 Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year and 
starts on Advent Sunday, which is the Sunday 
between November 27th and December 3rd. 
 
The  Meaning of the Advent Wreath:  The Advent 
Wreath is a Christian tradition that  symbolizes the 
passage of the four weeks of Advent.  It is a circular 
candle holder that typically holds five candles, and is 
made of a circle of evergreen branches to remind 
Christians of God Himself…His eternity and endless 
mercy, which has no beginning or end.   Advent 
worship is like a journey through the Christmas 
story.  The green of the wreath speaks of the hope we 
have in God.  The candles symbolize the light of God 
coming into the world through the birth of His son, 
Jesus.  The four outer candles represent the period of 
waiting during the four Sundays of Advent.  The 
first candle (purple) is HOPE…we celebrate the hope 
we have in Jesus Christ.  The second candle (purple) 
is PEACE…we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus 
Christ.  The third candle (pink) is JOY…we celebrate 
the joy we find in Jesus Christ.      The fourth candle 
(purple) is LOVE…we celebrate the love we have in 
Christ . The fifth candle (white) is in the middle of 
the wreath and is the Christ Candle…the light that 
has come into the world is plainly visible as the 
Christ candle is lighted on Christmas Eve, and 
worshippers rejoice over the fact that the hope and 
promise of long ago have been realized.    

 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 
 
Celebrating Advent at Church:  In congregational 
worship the Advent wreath is the central teaching 
symbol of the season, the focal point for drawing the 
congregation into the beginning of the story of 
redemption that will unfold throughout the church 
year.  The acolyte or members of the congregation 
often help in lighting the Advent candles and 
reading the appropriate Scriptures each Sunday. 
 Advent also symbolizes the spiritual journey of 
congregations and individuals, as they affirm that 
Christ has come, that He is present in the world 
today, and that He will come again. 
 
Celebrating Advent at Home:  Advent is one of the 
few Christian festivals that can be observed in the 
home as well as at church.  In its association with 
Christmas, Advent is a natural time to involve 
children in activities at home that directly connect 
with worship at church.  In the home, an Advent 
wreath is often placed on the dining table and the 
candles lighted at meals, with Scripture readings 
preceding the lighting of the candles.  A new candle 
is lighted each Sunday during Advent, and then the 
same candles are lighted before each meal during the 
week.  This provides the opportunity for family 
devotion and prayer together, and helps teach the 
Faith to children, especially if they are involved in 
reading the daily Scriptures.   Advent Calendars are 
another way to teach children the significance of this 
sacred time. 
  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Adventskranz-1.Advent.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Advent2007candlelight.JPG
http://www.concordiasupply.com/Church-Supplies/Advent-Calendars/Advent-Calendar-Gifts-for-the-King-Premium


 

 

For those who would like to have 
daily Advent devotions at home, the 
following is suggested. 
  
Advent wreaths may be purchased at 
religious book stores, or you may make 
them at home by purchasing separate 
supplies at local retailers and using greens 
from your yard. 
 

Four Sundays and Candles 

                       

1st CANDLE – (purple) THE CANDLE 
OF HOPE – We can have hope because 
God is faithful and will keep the promises 
made to us. Our hope comes from God. 
“And again, Isaiah says, ‘The Root of Jesse 
will spring up, one who will arise to rule 
over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in 
him.’ May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:12-13) 

2nd CANDLE – (purple) THE CANDLE 
OF PEACE – God kept his promise of a 
Savior who would be born in Bethlehem.   
“As is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet: ‘For a child has been 
born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 
9:6) 

3rd CANDLE – (purple) THE CANDLE OF 

LOVE – The angels announced the good news of 

a Savior.  God sent his only Son to earth to save 

us, because he loves us! “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17) 
 

4th CANDLE – (pink)  THE CANDLE OF JOY 

– The angels sang a message of JOY! “…But the 

angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. Today in the town of David a Savior 

has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This 

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’” 

(Luke 2:10-14) 
 
5th CANDLE – (white) “CHRIST CANDLE” – 
The white candle reminds us that Jesus is the 

spotless Lamb of God, sent to wash away our 

sins! His birth was for his death; his death was 

for our birth! “The next day John saw Jesus 

coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world’” 

(John 1:29)  
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hey, If you are dreaming of a lazy summer on the beach or by the pool, or you can’t wait to baptize 
your feet in fast food grease or commune in discount chain store customer service…DO THAT. 
If you’re looking for something more meaningful, something that will take you places, how about a ……… 

DHM Summer Internship? 
Yeah, we know...Your field is art therapy and this isn’t that. Or you think mission internships are just for people thinking of 
going into ministry. 

We get that a lot. Besides, all the internships you’ve heard about lately are free, and you need money, so you’re going to 

spend the summer in mindless retail or food service for minimum wage………hoaxes, myths, legends. 
Actually, folks find lots of reasons not to consider a DHM Summer Internship. Let us tell you the real story. 

MAYBE WE CAN CHANGE YOUR MIND. 

First, you get paid. That’s right. Not a lot, but actual money. 
Second, we’ve had interns who go on to study law, education, music, communications, business, psychology, real estate, 
political science, speech pathology, and yes, art therapy.  Plus some folks who have gone into ministry. 

This is a leadership internship. You’ll learn conflict resolution, group dynamics, facilitation, personality types, 
confronting bias & privilege, stress reduction, systems and justice. And that’s just in the first week. 

Then you’ll spend the summer discovering yourself, your place in the world, reflecting on your values and 

your growing edges, learning to be an effective leader and a strong team member. You’ll be a more mature you and 
a better job applicant. 

Potential employers will notice: really. 
You’ll also experience some things that may make you change your plans. 
The world is full of people, and problems; you may kindle passions, discover gifts you didn’t know you have. You could 
change your mind. Find yourself. Or you could re-emerge totally committed to the plan you already had, but with 
new eyes, a renewed spirit, a sense that you are part of something way bigger than you knew. 

Either way, you win!  And so does the world. 
If you are at least 20 years old by May 23, available from May 23 to Aug 7, and willing to be challenged: 

apply!...or explore other service opportunities: 

https://www.discipleshomemissions.org/mission-internships 

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS? give us a call... 
Disciples Volunteering           
Josh Baird, Director (985) 778-6915        
Brenda Tyler, Ministry Associate (888) 346-2631    
Deb Conrad, Intern Coordinator (502) 550-1236 
Application deadline is Feb 5. 
 
Want to know sooner? 

Apply by Jan 7, for early placement news.
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Fabule Holiday Newsletter 2013  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We celebrate the miracle of Immanuel, God with us. Today we would like to thank each and every one 
of you who support our family. Thanks for your love and prayers as we work to transform broken townships of South Africa and beyond. 2013 
was Joseph’s first full year at his new school the International School of Cape Town as a grade 1 pupil. He is learning, growing, and thriving 
with classmates from around the world. He especially likes math, reading, running, chess, and drama. We are blessed that a generous 
donation provides him with an educational scholarship. Jonathan received developmental interventions through the Children’s Red Cross. In 
June, he was re-assessed as more severely on the ASD but was given placement at an autism specific school (bypassing a 3 year waiting 
period). We said tearful goodbye to our neighborhood preschool, which served as an educational base for both boys since 2009. Jonathan’s 
speech has grown steadily and has a terrific speech therapy program, which includes teaching videos. This year has been financially 
challenging, but as we struggled to carve out a therapy budget from our monthly support, donors & school administrators rallied to provide 
for our boys’ educational needs. We are thankful for such a blessing!  
Deborah spends 4-6 hours daily transporting the boys to and from school/therapy and has had very little time for ministry and family admin 
(including update letters). To relieve Deb, we applied to Mission Nannies - an organization which provides missionaries with volunteer au 
pairs during student holidays or gap years. We welcomed Heather, the amazing mission nanny from May-August. In August Deborah taught 
at a start-up Biblical Studies school in Madagascar. Gabriel is busy with the growth of Living Spring Faith Ministries; this growth includes a 
new strategic plan and more extensive organizational structure to support local leaders. We lend support and oversight to our community 
churches and are directly pastoring the church in Delft (Cape Town). He continues to serve at the YWAM base in Muizenberg (Cape Town).  
LSFM, which we founded in 2002 and currently lead, is dedicated to holistic township transformation, through church planting, African 
leadership development, and education. Ministry highlights this year included the graduation of some of our LSFM Education Fund recipients; 
a building team, which helped construct a Sunday School building in Delft, and a new building in Mfuleni, donated by the Korean church. We 
are passionate about healthy marriages and still teach township youth about love and relationships and offer pre-marital counseling to inter-
cultural couples.  
Please keep in touch fabules4africa@gmail.com. You can also see more of what we do and/or sign up for our newsletters at 
www.fabules4africa.wix.com/fabules  
Have a Wonderful holiday Season!  
 

Gabriel, Deborah, Joseph and Jonathan Fabule  
 

PS…Some news and prayers needed. We have just heard that Gabriel’s sister is hospitalized with inoperable brain condition. Please lift her up 
in prayers as Gabriel may need to visit her in Miami, FL. Also (providentially) we have received another offer from another mission-nanny 
Errin. We need to raise $250 per month to cover her food and accommodation in South Africa. She will cover her ticket and is available for 
the next 6 months!  
 

From Left to Right: Fabule family, Deb in Madagascar, Gabriel with graduate in 2002/2013, Deb with township youth, New Delft Sunday School Building 

   



 

 

    

 
 

What’s In A Name? 
  

What’s in a name?  Has anyone ever 
asked you what your name means?  Do you 
know what your name means?  When your 
mom and dad found out they were going to 
have a baby, the spent a lot of time choosing a 
name.  They may have looked through a book 
that gives the meaning of names. 

   
 Some parents name their son John, or 
their daughter Joanna.  Those names mean 
“God’s gracious gift”.  Have you ever known 
anyone named Daniel or Danielle?  Those 
names mean “God is my judge”.  Some boys 
are named Michael and girls are named 
Michaela.  Those names mean “one who is like 
God”.  One of the angels in the bible was 
named Michael.   
  

When Mary and Joseph found out they 
were going to have a baby, they didn’t have to 
go to the library and get a book to choose his 
name.  In fact, they didn’t choose his name at 
all.  God sent an angel to tell Mary and 
Joseph…“You will have a baby son, and you 
will call his name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.”  The name Jesus 
means “the Lord saves”.  God loved us so 
much that he sent his only Son to die on the 
cross to save us from our sin.  The Bible tells us 
that there is no other name that can save us.   
  

What’s in a name?  If the name is Jesus, 
there is salvation! 
  

Christmas will be here soon – the day 
we celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  Sometimes 
Jesus is called “The Lamb of God”.   Read the 
following poem (or have your parent read it to 
you) to help you remember the true meaning 
of Christmas. 

 
 

Mary Had a Little Lamb 
 

Mary had a little Lamb, 
He was born on Christmas day. 

She laid him in a manger bed 
To sleep upon the hay. 

 
Angels filled the night-time sky 

And they began to sing. 
Shepherds heard them all proclaim 

The birthday of a King. 
 

Wise men saw a blazing star 
Up in the sky that night. 

They followed it until they found 
The King of love and light. 

 
Mary had a little Lamb, 

But He wasn’t hers, you know, 
He was the very Son of God, 

The One who loves us so. 
 

The Father of this little Lamb 
Loved the world so much 

That He sent his own Son to earth 
So we could feel His touch. 



 

 

 
He came to give us joy and peace 

And take away our sin. 
So when He knocks on your heart’s door, 

Be sure to let Him in. 
 

Why do I love this precious Lamb? 
What can the reason be? 

The answer is quite plain to see, 
It’s because He first loved me! 

 
Let us pray…Dear Lord, thank you for sending 
your precious Lamb to take away our sins.  Help 
us to remember as we celebrate His birthday, that 
He was the greatest gift of all.   AMEN. 
 

Memory Verse:  She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.   
Matthew 1:21 

 

An Angel Appears to Mary!  

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 
 

ANGEL      AFRAID      JESUS      FOREVER 
GABRIEL   FAVOR       GREAT     KINGDOM 
MARY       BIRTH        REIGN      SERVANT 
VIRGIN     CHILD        THRONE   POWER 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

The angel Gabriel appears to Mary  
Luke 1:26-38 
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