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Segments of Time 
 

This snow has got to go! The week of 
February 15 was filled with frustration, delays, and 
cancellations; all because of the snow we received 
Monday night.  Here we were, ready to celebrate 
on Shrove Tuesday, receive ashes on Ash 
Wednesday, and clap our hands and move to the 
music of Emilio’s Jubilee Chorus on Thursday – 
only to have none of the above take place.  Oh well, 
I must take the advice my Mother would 
frequently dished out to all who were frustrated 
and disappointed:  deal with it! 

 

After all, there are many things that fill our 
lives, both disappointing and pleasing.  But in the 
grand scheme of things, how many are of vital 
importance?  As Donna Perger said in the 
incredible message she brought to our 
congregation on February 15, too often we spend 
our days moving cards around or crushing candy 
on our iPad, and think we have really done 
something.  The truth is we spend too much time 
on things that have little ultimate value, and too 
little time on the things that define us as God’s 
creations.  

 

So as we continue on our Lenten journey, 
take time for a spiritual health check.  Where is the 
Lord in the comings and goings in your life?   What 
are you spending your time doing, and are those 
the things you hope will define your life?  

 

There are many things we should be doing 
as Christ’s disciples, above all helping others see 

and know the Savior of the World through us.  And 
in Christ’s Ministry, there is always room for more. 
Keep walking.  Jerusalem is near.  And the Savior 
waits. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Richard 

 
 

 
 

 The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in February.  The underlined 

passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s 
sermons. 
 

March 1 Mark 8:31-18; Romans 4:13-25 
March 8 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Psalm 19:7-14 
March 15 John 3:14-21; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
March 22 John 12:20-33; Jeremiah 31:31-34 
March 29 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11 

 
 
 

 
 

Daylight Saving Time BEGINS, Sunday, 
March 8th.    Set your clocks AHEAD ONE 
HOUR on Saturday night, and be on time for 

church on Sunday morning. 
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Lent 2015 
 

In Joel 2:15, God exhorts us personally to 
“rend your hearts and not your clothing,” and, as a 
community of faith, “to …sanctify a fast; call a 
solemn assembly…”  Our usual Shrove Tuesday 
and Ash Wednesday services were snowed out.  
However, each of us can fast, in a way that honors 
the Lord.  And, let’s pray that weather will not 
curtail any more solemn assemblies. 
 I look forward to observing weekly Lenten 
services with our sister communities of faith and to 
the inspirational Holy Week services planned by 
Pastor Richard and the Worship Committee.   
 Please join me in responding fully to all that 
the Lord calls us to do through this Prophet-- 
“Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the 
people, sanctify the congregation, assemble the 
aged, gather the children, even infants at the breast.  
Why…to hear what the Lord has to say to our souls 
and to carry out God’s purposes for Olive Branch. 

How might we best do these things? The 
words of an unknown author whose words were 
printed on the back of an Ash Wednesday bulletin 
some time ago provide a good start: 
 

Fast from judgment, Feast on compassion  
Fast from greed, Feast on sharing  
Fast from scarcity, Feast on abundance  
Fast from fear, Feast on peace  
Fast from lies, Feast on truth  
Fast from gossip, Feast on praise  
Fast from anxiety, Feast on patience  
Fast from evil, Feast on kindness  
Fast from apathy, Feast on engagement  
Fast from discontent, Feast on gratitude  
Fast from noise, Feast on silence  
Fast from discouragement, Feast on hope  

  

These words were quoted in a meditation 
delivered in February 2009.  As always, anything 
worth saying one time is worth saying twice.  Let’s 
be together throughout this year’s Lenten and 
Easter seasons. 

 
Take care, 

Fred 

 
 

March 4: Olive Branch Christian Church 
  (7643 Richmond Road) 

March 11: Williamsburg Mennonite Church 
(7800 Croaker Road) 

March 18: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
  (7479 Richmond Road) 

March 25: Hickory Neck Episcopal Church 
(8300 Richmond Road) 

 

NOTE: All of the Community Ecumenical Lenten 
Worship Services  begin at 7:00 p.m., with fellowship at 
6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

10th at 6:30 p.m.:  Emilio’s Jubilee Chorus program 
in the Sanctuary, followed by a Pot-Luck Dinner in 
the New Fellowship Hall.  
14th at 8:00 a.m.:  Youth Group’s Yard Sale in the 
New Fellowship Hall.   
21st at 10:00 a.m.:  CWF Brunch in the New Fellow-
ship Hall. 
 

 
 

March 29th :  Palm Sunday – Our regular worship 
times:  8:30 a.m. worship; 9:45 a.m. Sunday School; 
11:00 a.m. worship  
April 2nd at 7:00 p.m.:  Maundy Thursday Worship, 
followed by the beginning of our Prayer Vigil at 
8:00 p.m. 
April 3rd:  Our Prayer Vigil continues until 7:00 
p.m. 
April 3rd at 7:00 p.m.:  Good Friday Worship 
April 5th:  Easter Worship 
 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Worship, followed by  
  breakfast in the New Fellowship Hall 
 8:30 a.m. Worship 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 11:45 a.m. Worship 
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Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
During Jesus' short time on earth He was 

continually preparing his Disciples for His death. 
He had many words of instruction about how they 
were to live their lives: such as caring for the sick, 
widows, and orphans; feeding the hungry; and 
loving their enemies.   Some of His most 
comforting words to me at found in the Gospel of 
John as recorded in chapter 14, verses 1-3 in the 
NIV:  "Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in 
God; trust also in me.  In my Father's house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told 
you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may 
be where I am." 
 The Apostle Paul continued to remind 
Christians of the important lessons of Jesus, years 
after He had endured the cross and experienced the 
Resurrection.  To the Church at Corinth he had 
these words to say through a letter to them in II 
Corinthians 5:15-21 (TLB):  He died to all so that all 
who live--having received eternal life from Him--
might live no longer for themselves, but to spend 
their lives pleasing Christ who died and rose again 
for them.  So stop evaluating Christians by what 
the world thinks about them or by what they seem 
to be like on the outside.  Once I mistakenly 
thought of Christ that way, merely as a human 
being like myself.  How differently I feel now!  
When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a 
brand new person inside.  He is not the same any 
more.  A new life has begun!  All these new things 
are from God who brought us back to Himself 
through what Christ Jesus did.  And God has given 
us the privilege of urging everyone to come into 
His favor and be reconciled to Him.  For God was 
in Christ, restoring the world to Himself, no longer 
counting men’s' sins against them, but blotting 
them out.  This is the wonderful message He has 
given us to tell others.  We are Christ's 

ambassadors.  God is using us (Paul and Timothy) 
to speak to you:  we beg you, as though Christ 
Himself were here pleading with you, receive the 
love He offers you--be reconciled to God.  For God 
took the sinless Christ and poured into Him OUR 
SINS   Then, in exchange, he poured GOD'S 
GOODNESS into us. 
 Repetitive teaching and preaching over the 
years have reminded us again and again that Jesus' 
words of instruction were meant for us, as well as 
the long ago disciples.  Paul's words to the Church 
at Corinth echo through the ages to the Church of 
Olive Branch today.  Take the instructions to heart!  
It's our message to share with the world.  Go 
boldly, Christ will strengthen and enable you. 

I love you, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

 

 
Almost Heaven Connection 

 

(Clothing Ministry Update) 
 

The Almost Heaven Connection continues 
to gather, sort, and distribute clothing in the 
community.  We have really been busy and expect 
needs to rise this winter.  Winter clothing 
distributions have already been held in several 
locations, including Burnt Ordinary. 

Are you ready to clean out closets?   Icy 
days are perfect for closet cleaning!  Clothing 
donations can be dropped off in the children's 
classroom any time the church is open. 

If you need more information or would like 
to help sort clothing, call me.   

Emily Friend 
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World Outreach and Mission 
 
2014 Outreach Giving 

In 2014 Olive Branch’s giving to Outreach 
and Mission programs was a clear demonstration 
of our church’s priorities.  Over $45,000 was given 
to local, regional, national and overseas programs, 
which include almost $10,000 to the Disciples of 
Christ’s six special offerings: Week of Compassion, 
Easter, Pentecost, Reconciliation, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  When the outreach efforts of the CWF, 
CMF, Youth and the Sunday school classes are 
added, the total outreach giving will exceed 
$50,000.  Thank you for being a loving and 
generous congregation.  You have made a 
difference in the lives of many. 

   
Week of Compassion Offering 

During the month of February, Olive 
Branch congregation put their “Compassion into 
Action” in a big way by generously giving more 
than $2000 to the Week of Compassion Offering.  
These funds will be used to respond to natural 
disasters,  to help in eliminating hunger in the 
United States and around the world, and to assist 
in the development of sustainable programs, 
primarily agricultural and clean water, that help 
provide the opportunity for self-sufficiency for 
developing countries.  Thanks to a faithful and 
generous congregation. 
 
Easter Offering (Thirty Pieces of Silver—The Cost 
of Betrayal) 

We are two weeks into the Lenten season on 
our journey to Jerusalem and Holy Week, 
culminating on Easter Sunday, April 5.  Once again 
we will provide two options for participating in the 
Easter offering.  First, we are asking each of you to 
journey to a new life by turning the “Cost of 
Betrayal” (“Thirty Pieces of Silver”) into an 
“Offering of Love”.  Judas Bags will be available in 
the narthex for this offering in mid-March.  We ask 
that you place a special offering each day during 
Holy Week into the Judas Bag.  As you collect 
you’re “30 Pieces of Silver” daily, include with it 
your commitment to receiving the resurrection life 
that is offered.  On Easter Sunday as we join 
together to celebrate the eternal victory, bring your 
Judas Bag and place it on the cross that stands in 
the yard in front of the church.    We will designate 
the proceeds received from the “Thirty Pieces of 
Silver” to our Easter offering.   Secondly, if you 

would prefer to make your offering in the church, 
there will be envelopes in the pews.   Whichever 
means you choose, give generously to this special 
offering. 

Jim and Carolyn Hunt 
Outreach and Mission Advocates 

 
 
 

 
 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 

Thank you for everyone who supported the 
“Chili Cook-Off”.  Missy Harbour won with a 
loaded bake potato chili.  This year the competition 
was strong.  We had some amazing/different 
chilies.  I would like to thank the people that made 
chili.  Lauren Morse, Debbie Wilkins, Tracey 
Hutton, Edie Larkin, Hunter Creech, Karen 
Daniels, Brett Matschke, Dean Farr, Missy Harbour, 
Andy Bradshaw, Richard Bradshaw, Harold and 
Patty Barker, Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts.  If I forgot 
anyone I apologize.  We raised a little over $900.00 
after expenses.  We had Chinese Barbeque Chili, 
Triple B chili (Bourbon Beef and Bacon), Green 
Chile Chili, Bloody Mary Chili, Sweet and Sour 
Chili, Butternut Squash Chili, Chipotle Chili, and 
many others. 
  

The youth bared the frigid cold 
temperatures and wind on the 15th of February to 
go to Winter Jam at the Norfolk Scope.  A big 
thanks to Tracy Creech for the use of her car so we 
could all go in one car; also to Don Morse for 
coming along as another adult.  We all had an 
amazing time. 
  

The Youth Yard Sale will be held on March 

14th at 8:00 a.m.,  so start bringing your CLEAN 
AND GENTLY USED items.  We will also be 
going on a retreat the weekend of March 20th.  This 
will give us time to reconnect as a group, and share 
the spirit of the Lord. 



 

  
Thank you for everyone who supported the 

Chili Cook-Off.  Missy Harbour won with a loaded 
baked potato chili.  This year the competition was 
strong.  We had some amazing/different chilies.  I 
would like to thank the people that made chili:  
Lauren Morse, Debbie Wilkins, Tracey Hutton, 
Edie Larkin, Hunter Creech, Karen Daniels, Brett 
Matschke, Dean Farr, Missy Harbour, Andy 
Bradshaw, Richard Bradshaw, Harold and Patty 
Barker, Doug Dill, and Sheila Yeatts.  If I forgot 
anyone I apologize.  We raised a little over $900.00 
after expenses.  We had Chinese Barbeque Chili, 
Green Chile Chili, Triple-B Chili (Bourbon, Beef, 
and Bacon), Bloody Mary Chili, Sweet and Sour 
Chili, Butternut Squash Chili, Chipotle Chili, and 
many others. 
  

The youth bared the frigid cold 
temperatures and wind on the 15th of February to 
go to Winter Jam at the Norfolk Scope. A “BIG 
THANKS” to Tracy Creech for the use of her car so 
we could all go in one car.  Also to Don Morse for 
coming along as another adult.  We all had an 
amazing time. Check out the picture… 

 
 

 
 
We will meet 3/8 and 3/22. 

 
Abby Matschke 

 
 

 

            
 

The History of the Chili Cook off: 
 

Prior to 2010 the Chili Cook off was won by taste 
testing so we had several winners from 2007-2009. 
In 2010 we started the voting method, each dollar 
earned is a vote. 
 The winners are as follows: 
2010 Hunter Creech, 2011 Doug Dill, 2012 Beth 
Nease, 2013 Beth Nease, 2014 Brett Matschke and 
this year’s winner for 2015 is Missy Harbour. I 
would like to mention that Richard Bradshaw 
made the most unique chili, a delicious Chinese 
chili. 
 This event helps our Youth Group to raise 
money, and we appreciate all who participated.   
So…thank you for making chili and for eating chili.  
Looking forward 2016…get your recipes ready!!! 
 Thank you ALL again, 

OBCC Youth Group 

And the Golden Ladle passes once more  . . .  

 

 
                                                                   Photo by Gustafson 
 

The 2015 GOLDEN LADLE was awarded on 
February 8 at the 2015 Annual Chili Cook-off 
sponsored by our youth.  After the taste buds 
settled from sampling over 15 entries, the 
prevailing top chefs were Missy Harbour (first 
place) with her Loaded Baked Potato Chili, and 
Doug Dill (second place) with his spicy Mock 
Smokey Chipotle Beef Chili. The real winners were 
those attendees who got to sample such an array of 
chili! 
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What an amazing month February has been.  

I personally enjoyed the Chili Cook-Off and the 
OBCC Men's Valentine dinner, and was looking 
forward to Doug's pancakes on Shrove Tuesday as 
well as Richard's Bingo, and not to mention 
Emilio's great choir.  But, alas, the abundance of 
"Heavenly Dandruff " curtailed those events.  Not 
to worry…they will be rescheduled and we will all 
enjoy. 

The CWF Brunch has been moved to 
Saturday, March 21st, at 10:00 AM in the New 
Fellowship Hall.  We sincerely hope that all of the 
ladies at Olive Branch will come and bring a friend.  
It will be a wonderful opportunity to fellowship 
and see and hear the many activities that CWF 
participates in and supports.  It is my prayer that 
something will touch your heart and you will find 
an avenue to express your Christian love for others.  
Please call me if you have any questions. 

Disciple Women/CWF Women's Regional 
Retreat will be held in Lynchburg this year on 
Friday, June 5th thru Sunday, June 7th.  The theme 
is "Change" and our own Kay Ainsworth is one of 
the co-chairman.  Registration forms are available 
now, and I hope we will have a huge group from 
OBCC attending this year.  Please see or call me for 
more information. 

Working together and helping others gives 
special meaning to our lives.  We are never too 
young or too old to know the meaning of spiritual 
healing and love.  Take a moment, close your eyes, 
say a prayer, and remember that there are those 
that have never done that.  Let's find them and 
enrich their lives.  God is good!  All the time!  All 
the time!  God is Goof!!!!! 

May God Bless You Always.   
 

Marney Brickhouse 
CWF President 

      (H): 757-229-1423; (C): 757-880-2545 

 

 
 
 

01 Patty Barker 

04 Tony Griffin 

06 Ted Hodson, IV 

10 Linda Garrett 

12 Marlies Brantley 

16 Jane Hatcher, Carol Pitts 

22 Emily Dill, Tammy Rutherford 

25 Greg Hammack 

26 Danielle Holsomback 

27 Lewis Williams  

31 Richard Griffin 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

23 Bob & Irma Gustafson 

31 Clay & Shirley Harrison 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   
  March 1 Dave & Diana Love 
  March 8 Karen Daniels 
  March 15 Available 
  March 22 Available 
  March 29 Karen Daniels 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=10&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=altar flowers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no


 

 

 
 
 

SERVING  IN  MARCH 
 
 

Elders 
 

March 1 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
March 8 Judy Eley, Donna Perger 
March 15 Bob Key, Gail Key 
March 22 Chuck Walker, Joyce Allen 
March 29 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 

 
 

Deacons 
 

March 1 Richard Jones, Christian Jones 
 Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford 
March 8 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 
March 15 Hunter Gardner, Josh Fulgham 
 Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper 
March 22 Andrew Pfister, Dean Farr 
 Harold Barker, Patty Barker 
March 29 Tracy Creech, Kelsey Creech 
 Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr 

 
 

Deaconess 
 

Carole Kerr 

 
 

Kid’s Club 
 

March 1 Harold & Patty Barker 
March 8 Need Volunteers 
March 15 Need Volunteers 
March 22 Need Volunteers 
March 29 Need Volunteers 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Church Family:  Becky Allred, Pat Allred, 
Michael Ayers, Betty Barber, Judy Biggs, Priscilla 
Bingham, Duie Brantley, Maralyn Carr, David 
Duke, Janet Fletcher, Phyllis Gardner, Donna 
Garrett, Nola Graves,  Jesse Hall, Lena Jeffries, Bob 
Lawrence, Paulette Moyce, Susan Pruitt, Ellen 
Sullivan, Mary Ruth Thorpe, Russell Waid, Sarah 
Waid, and Virginia Dare Waltrip. 

 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Priscilla Bingham, Michael and 
Betty Boley (Cleve Wright's brother-in-law), Dixie 
Camp (Gene & Cheryl Johnson’s friend), Cathy 
Castle, (Roy and Ellen Sullivan's friend), Betty 
Darling (Gertie Duke’s sister), Steve Dressler (Pat 
Dressler’s son), Katie Graves, Ronald Hawthorne 
(Pat Dressler’s brother), Jeff Hoyle (Margie 
Dieleman’s brother-in-law), Marian Hughes (Norm 
Larkin’s sister),  Barbara Kendrick (Cheryl 
Johnson’s sister) , Mary Lebou (Michelle Wright’s 
sister), Billy Martin, Mark McGee, Ronnie Mess 
(Christina Jones’ uncle), Anne Nigh (Dana 
Rothermel’s cousin), Joe Palentino, Linda Patten 
(Keeta Hodson’s friend), Linda Paturtel, Trevor 
Smith and his family (Larry & Louise Smith’s 
grandson), Jane and Hobart Speegle, C.R. Sullivan  
(Roy and Ellen Sullivan's son), Elaine Vogel (Taylor 
Cline’s aunt), Linwood Waltrip (Ruby Jones’ son-
in-law), Brenda Wright, and Julia and her family. 
   
 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 

 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer 
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077. 
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To friends at Olive Branch, 
 
 All the cards and prayers we received at the 
death of my Mother are very much appreciated. 
Thanks so much for being such a loving and caring 
church family. 
 

Doug Haulsee 
 
 
Dear Olive Branch Family, 
 

Many, many thanks to all those who have 
been so wonderful to me since my illness and 
broken hip.  You are such an outstanding church 
family. 

 
Love, 

Lena Jeffries 
 
 
 

To my Olive Branch Family, 
 
 Thank you so much for all the cards and 
prayers during my recent surgery and recovery.  
I’m feeling so much better. 
 

Love, 
Joann Mitchell 

 
 
 

Dear Friends at Olive Branch, 
 
We thank you so very much for your cards and 
prayers during our time of need.  You are such an 
awesome church family. 
 

Love in Christ Jesus, 
Charles, Helen and Susan Pruitt 

 
 

February 20, 2015 
 
 
Dear Pastor Cline, 
 
 Thank you and your congregation for your 
church’s $800.00 donation to Williamsburg Area 
Faith In Action.  It is only with the help of partners 
like you that we are able to help seniors and adults 
with a chronic illness or physical disability in our 
community like “Jacob.” 
 
 Although no longer able to drive, Jacob has 
lived in his home in James City County for many 
years.  As his vision problems increased, his niece 
was able to take him to his doctor appointments.  
Recently, she found a new job with a less flexible 
schedule and found herself unavailable to help as 
much.  While his niece can help out with the 
groceries, she is not able to take Jacob to his regular 
doctor appointments.  Faith In Action has been able 
to provide volunteers for Jacob to attend all his 
doctor’s appointments.  With help from his family 
and Faith In Action, Jacob continues to live in his 
own home and remain independent. 
 
 Faith In Action strives to provide what our 
care receivers need.  Jacob’s story illustrates just 
how that happens.  We help proudly independent 
people by offering them help with the small things 
that make a big difference. 
 
 Through your church’s generous 
contribution, you helped Jacob and all the others 
we serve.  Thank you for your support that allows 
us to be flexible in what we offer, but always with 
the same spirit of love and compassion. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Rita Smith 
Executive Director 
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February 4, 2015 
 
Dear Friends at Olive Branch Christian Church, 
 We at St. Olaf Catholic Church extend our 
sincere appreciation for your continued support with 
our Food Pantry Ministry.  Our combined effort to 
help our friends and neighbors in need is moving in a 
positive direction.  We are continuing to assist many 
more people in our community due to your 
generosity and goodwill.  Thank you for your support 
in this combined outreach ministry. 
 Due to our increased volume of clients over 
the last few months and our space constraints, we 
have made some positive changes in our approved 
list of foods we provide for our clients.  We are 
buying a healthier choice of food when available and 
have scaled down our list of items.  With your 
support we ask for the following items when 
donating. 
 Thank you again for your support with our 
combined efforts in helping those in need in our 
community.  If you have any questions or concerns 
please contact: 

Donna Hamilton 

(9757) 660-1980 
 

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS REQUESTED: 
canned Tuna (in water) or canned white chicken 
canned fruit:  peaches or pears (in light or natural syrup) 
applesauce:  individual serving-size packages 
pudding snacks:  vanilla or chocolate 
soup:  vegetable or chicken noodle 
juice:  orange or apple 
milk:  liquid in a box, no refrigeration needed 

(available at The Dollar Store) 
macaroni & cheese 
canned pasta:  Chef Boyardee – beef ravioli, cheese 

ravioli, spaghetti & meatballs 
beans:  baked, pork & beans, chili w/beans 
canned vegetables:  green beans, mixed vegetables, corn 
cereal:  raisin bran, cheerios, golden puffs, oatmeal 
jelly:  grape or strawberry 
peanut butter 
mashed potatoes 
rice 

pasta 

pasta sauce:  ready-made (Hunts Traditional) 
hot drinks:  coffee instant, tea bags, cocoa mix 
dish soap 
bar soap 

 
January 22, 2015 
 
 
Dear Rev. Cline, 
 Thank you for your support of Angels of 
Mercy Medical Clinic, a 501c3, in 2014.  Our mission 
continues to be to provide free, compassionate quality 
health care to the uninsured residents of the greater 
Williamsburg area, Charles City and New Kent 
Counties. 
  

The demand for our services continues to 
grow.  The number of patient visits has increased by 
67% in the last 5 years.  Most of our patients have 
neglected their health for years, mainly because of 
lack of access to healthcare.  The treatment of these 
patients is difficult due to their multiple chronic 
illnesses.  We enter our patients into our Therapeutic 
Lifestyle Program emphasizing prevention and self-
management.  Medical services are provided in the 
homes of patients too ill to travel.  Our 
multidisciplinary team consists of counselors for 
nutrition, fitness, smoking cessation and mental 
health as well as diabetes educators, RN case 
managers, a nurse practitioner, medical doctors and 
health coaches.  We see typical patients over eight 
times a year as we help them back to good health and 
a better life style. 
  

With support from you and others, 2015 will 
be an exciting year for Angels of Mercy.  We have 
purchased equipment to screen for retinopathy in 
collaboration with volunteer optometrists, a service 
desperately needed for our patients with diabetes.  
We are going to be open an additional half day on our 
way to another full day to meet the growing demand 
for our services. 
  

Thank you again for your $500.00 donation in 
2014.  The contributions from you and others have 
enabled our medical mission to serve our community 
for 17 years.  AOM is committed to be around until 
everyone has health care. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Jeff Black 

Executive Director 
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The Olive Branch 

 



 

Children’s Story  

A Clean Heart  

 

 Do you ever forget to wash your hands 
before eating?  We all forget to do that 
sometimes.  It is a good thing to wash your 
hands before eating, but Jesus says there are 
some other things that are for more important. 

 The religious leaders during the time 
Jesus lived were very concerned about keeping 
clean.  They had many religious laws and 
traditions which they followed to make sure 
that nothing that was unclean went into their 
mouth.  One day some of these leaders asked 
Jesus why his disciples were not keeping their 
tradition of washing their hands before they 
ate (sometimes they forgot just like you do).  
Jesus answered them by telling them that what 
comes out of your mouth is more important 
than what you put into it.  He said that the 
words that come out of your mouth comes 
from your heart and those words show 
whether you are clean or unclean. 

 Have you heard the children’s rhyme 
that says, “Sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words can never hurt me”?   That 
sounds nice, but it just isn’t true.  Words can 
hurt people.  We can all remember a time when 
we have been hurt by someone’s mean and 
hateful words.   

 

God hears every word we say, and he 
knows every thought we have in our heart.  It 
is very important for us to be careful about the 
things we think and say, because hateful words 
come from an unclean heart. 

Bible Verse:   But the things that come out of the 
mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 
“unclean.”   Matthew 15:18 

  

 



 

 

"Lord, help me 

control my tongue. 

Help me to be careful 

what I say."  
 

 

 

A Clean Heart  

   

 

mouth 
stomach 
body 
heart 

unclean 
evil 
thoughts 
murder 

immorality 
theft 
lying 
slander 

man 
eating 
unwashed 
hands 

    
 

But the things that come out of the mouth come from 
the heart, 

and these make a man 'unclean.'  

Matthew 15:18 (NIV) 
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Daylight Saving Time 

   Begins March 8th! 
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