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Some Things 
You Just Have To Experience 

Ann and I returned last week from attending 
the General Assembly of the Christian Church, 
meeting in Columbus, Ohio. Also representing 
our church were Joyce Allen and Andrew 
Pfister. It was a good assembly, with excellent 
worship services and effective speakers. Thank 
you for the opportunity you provided me to 
represent the Olive Branch congregation. 
 
Prior to the assembly, Ann and I visited Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. Neither of us had ever seen the 
falls or been to Canada. It is true, there are 
some things in life that just have to be 
experienced – pictures cannot do it justice. The 
Falls are one of those things. It is amazing how 
loud they are! Even more incredible is the 
amount of wind generated by the water falling 
and hitting against the rocks. We took the 
Niagara boat excursion for an up close visit to 
the falls. Prior to boarding they handed out thin 
plastic ponchos for protection against getting 
wet. It accomplished very little for me! As we 
approached the falls it felt like we were in a 
monsoon. I left the boat dripping wet! 
 
Life in the community of faith definitely falls 
into the category of things that are much better 
experienced than read about. At the General 
Assembly one theme that was repeated over 
and over was that as Disciples of Christ, we are 

a movement for wholeness in a fragmented 
world. And how do we begin to live out this 
wholeness? By welcoming all to the Lord’s 
Table as God has welcomed us.   
 
Nowhere is this more powerful and visible than 
in the local congregation, as we attempt to live 
as an example of this wholeness. When we 
stand together, affirming in our words and 
actions the open invitation we give weekly to 
the Lord’s Table, believing that all really does 
mean all, it is then that Christ is made real. And 
that is something that must be experienced, as 
it is lived out in our community of faith. Words, 
resolutions, and position papers can only go so 
far. As the old saying goes, actions speak 
louder than words. Are our actions in sync with 
our words? 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Richard 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!! 
 
During July, we welcomed these new members to 
our Olive Branch community of faith! 
 

Naomi Marrow 
Karen Marrow 
Bob Lawrence 

Jeanne Lawrence 
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Gratitude for Pastor Richard &  Ann 

On July 26, we celebrated the fifth anniversary of 
Pastor Richard and Ann’s ministry at Olive Branch.  
We gave them a token of our affection, but more 
needs to be said about the details of their ministry: 

Baptisms already performed, but more to come. His 
preparation of each candidate leads them to 
articulate a public profession of faith & to 
experience inwardly what our savior did through his 
death, burial, and resurrection. Indeed, he leads all 
of us through that experience again and our faith is 
strengthened. 

So many celebrations of life, each taking a toll on 
him spiritually, physically, and emotionally. He cares 
for us deeply. He always brings a relevant, 
compassionate word from the Lord, and our faith is 
strengthened. 

A few babies dedicated. He challenged each us to 
be what God wants us to be for the sake of the 
children in our lives. His challenge to that purpose 
strengthened our faith. 

Counseling is not always something that “comes 
natural.” Pastor Richard’s sense of humor and 
respect for the dignity of each person, and Biblical 
perspective strengthens our faith. 

He is a man of prayer. He prays at the drop of a hat 

(and sometimes a little too long).  He agonizes in 
prayer over the course that our community of faith 
should take to follow our Lord. He prays for healing, 
and, in all his praying, our faith is strengthened. 

Pastor Richard’s sermons are preached to himself 
before they are preached to us. The points are 
made with humor, but they startle, & our faith is 
strengthened. 

His heart is bigger than just our church. It reaches 
out to people in need, locally and abroad, and to 
the larger entities of the Disciples of Christ 
denomination. Such heart strengthens the faith 
within and without Olive Branch. 

I’m sure that there are details known only to 
Richard and Ann, and the Good Lord. I am grateful 
that the Lord brought us all together, and in that 
gathering our faith is strengthened. 

Take care, 
Fred 

 
 

  Updates from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 
The newest official member of our church family is 
Naomi Marrow, who joined God's family at age ten 
when she gave her heart to Jesus. It has been our 
joy and blessing to have had her as an unofficial kin 
for some years now. We have enjoyed her Back 
Stage Productions and marveled at the talent, good 
manners, and co-operation she has been able to 
draw out of these children play after play after play! 

I have come to understand just how she does it 
during my recent visits with her. She emulates 
Jesus to those kids. She is scripture in motion. Her 
love, like our Lord's, is unconditional, and they feel 
it. Some of them come from homes where that may 
not the case. They come to Naomi for acceptance 
and a sense of peace.  Naomi lives out Jesus before 
them. That is EVANGELISM in its purest form, I 
think. Isn't that why you came to Jesus? Because 
He loved and accepted you when the world was 
crushing in on you? When you recognized you 
needed someone to rescue you when you were 
unsure how to rescue yourself? Aren't you grateful 
for the Naomis in your life who pointed you to the 
One who could rescue you Eternally? 

I love the song "Rescue the Perishing, Care for the 
Dying, Jesus is Merciful, Jesus Will Save..."We, as 
Christians, are called to be Naomis in the lives of 
those who cross our paths who may be perishing--
those who need an anchor for the storms they are 
dealing with. They need a lifeline to get them to 
safe harbor. They need to know Jesus, the Savior. 
We can lead them to Him, but we cannot save 
them. Naomi teaches the kids how to act but they 
have to play the role themselves. 

God gives each of us talents to do His work. We 
have the good manners to welcome people into our 
Fellowship. We have the co-operation of the Holy 
Spirit to give us The Word to say. It is the power of 
prayer & the act of faith that enables us to produce 
The Great Commission for the Glory of God. Our 
script is before us; let's take the show on the road. 

Many thanks, Naomi, for being such a fine director 
to point others to Jesus. We love you here at Olive 
Branch, and we want to share your love for Jesus 
with others, too. Welcome to our stage, sister in 
Christ!        

I love you, in Jesus' Name,    Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
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Notes from the Wild Side! 
 

At our July youth meeting we met and had lunch then 
played some corn hole with the boards made several 

years ago during vacation bible school.  We had a good 
time and claiming bragging rights.  We are in the stages 

of getting furniture for our room so hopefully in a couple 

of months it will be complete.  I took the teens on a 
retreat to Westmoreland State Park.  We had a good 

time and hope to do some more activities in the near 
future.  We will be meeting in August on 8/9 and 8/23. 
 

Abby Matschke 
 

SPECIAL NOTE TO OUR WONDERFUL 
PASTOR RICHARD: 

Richard, the Congregation would like to thank you 
for your tireless and faithful ministry. We appreciate 
what you do for our church family and are 
especially proud of your service outside our doors. 
Happy fifth anniversary!! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR 
AUGUST 

 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in June.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

August 2   Ephesians 4:1-16, 2Samuel 11:26-12:13a 
August 9   Ephesians 4:25-5:2, 2Samuel 18:5-9,15, 30-33 
August 16 1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14, Ephesians 5:15-20 
August 23 John 6:56-59, Psalm 84 
August 30 James 1:17-27, Lord’s Prayer 307 
 

 
 

SERVING  IN  AUGUST 
 

Elders 
 

August 2 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
August 9 Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse 
August 16 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
August 23 Judy Eley, Donna Perger 
August 30 Bob Key, Gail, Key 
 

Deacons 
 

August 2 Tracey Creech, Kelsey Creech, 
Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr 

August 9 Linda Garrett, Maralyn Carr,  
 Val Mason, Steve Garrett 
August 16 Dian Love, Dave Love,  
 Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford 
August 23 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 
August 30 Hunter Gardner, Josh Fulgham, 
 Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 

Deaconess 
 

Edie Larkin 
 

Children’s Church 
 

August 2 Carol Hunt, Linda Williams 
August 9 Carol Hunt, Linda Williams 
August 16 Carol Hunt, Linda Williams 
August 23 Christy Jensen, Skylar Jensen 
August 30 Christy Jensen, Skylar Jensen 
 
 
 

 
 

August 2 Emily Dill 
August 9 AVAILABLE 
August 16 Abby Matschke 
August 23 Emily Friend 
August 30 AVAILABLE 
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 Gratitude 
Church World Service Projects 

Gratitude unlocks the door of generosity. 
Willingness to give is what God asks us to do. 
Our congregation did just that for Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day Mission Projects.  
 

We received $2,042.00 in sharing from the heart. 
This money will go to the Church World Service 
to share with others all over the world.  
 

Your gifts will help to build a more vital program 
through Jesus Christ. 
 

May God bless you!!  
In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 

  A BIG THANKS TO VBS WORKERS! 
A huge thank you to all the participants in this 
year’s Vacation Bible School. We had 30 children 
and many adults in our classes. Thanks to our 
famous kitchen staff for fixing dinners and 
snacks for everyone. A special thank you goes to 
our teachers & classroom helpers, registrars, 
music directors, piano players, arts & crafts 
makers, and recreation helpers. Many thanks for 
all the food donated for our food pantry project. 
 

Thank you all! 
Ann Bradshaw 

 
 

WORLD MISSIONS-INDIA 
 

 
 

OBCC has a special relationship with our Global 
Ministries missionaries, Drs. Anil and Teresa Henry, 
who have visited us several times. Read the story 
about their latest challenge. There will soon be 
opportunities for you to contribute to this endeavor. 
You can follow the progress of the project at 
facebook.com/ChristianHospitalMungeli/posts/8013
34459984896. 
 

In Chhattisgarh 55 of every 1,000 newborns will die 
within a year (6 per 1,000 in the U.S.). The majority 
of mothers who come to CHM have not received  

 
 
 

prenatal care and have labored at home for hours. 
When they come to our hospital, it may already be 
too late for both mother and child. This, coupled 
with high anemia and a poor diet, leads to low birth 
weight babies. At CHM 1 in 10 women who delivers 
a baby leaves the hospital without a baby. 
 

The Finns had a great idea in 1938. Finland had a 
very high infant mortality rate then. The Finns 
decided that if more women received prenatal care 
and delivered their babies in a hospital, the 
mortality rate would decrease—and it did!  Every 
woman who had a prenatal visit by her fourth 
month of pregnancy received a baby box. Read 
more about the Finnish system here 
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-22751415. 
 

This baby box idea can help rural Indian families 
have better outcomes. In India, the ancient practice 
of babies sleeping with moms, still done in rural 
India, creates a suffocation risk. Baby boxes provide 
Indian families with baby beds. These boxes 
contain many items that the average rural 
Chattigarhi family cannot afford (diapers, blankets, 
sleepers, baby bath and shampoo).   
 
The reusable boxes are made of rubberized plastic 
to survive monsoons.  The blankets and sheets are 
sewn by our community college students. 
 

Future plans include formalized visits and a mobile 
exam bus for prenatal exams & lab tests in 
villages.  Taking a clinic to moms will allow more 
moms to complete four prenatal visits and get a 
baby box. 
 

Each box costs $25, which covers the box, its 
contents, and costs of tracking moms & babies. 
Watch for your opportunity to give! 
 

             ~Landa Simmons 
 

 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, 
August 4 at Vicki Anderson’s home  
(18400 Richardson, Barhamsville) 
 

Dick & Betty Barber 
 
 
 



 

 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

CWF Tuesday Morning Circle 
 

The Tuesday circle met at Interlude on July 15 with 
12 attending.  After a great lunch we celebrated 
Richard’s birthday with a red velvet cake and even 
sang Happy Birthday. 
 

Elaine continued our study in Matthew, now on 
chapter 16.  There is much discussion making the 
study so interesting. 
 

Our next meeting will be August 11 at Interlude for 
a few hours of study, lunch and fellowship. 
Everyone is invited----men and women. Hope to see 
you there. 

~Donna Haulsee 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Church Family:  Duie Brantley, Robert Hutton, 
Christy Jensen, Bob Key, Naomi Marrow, Boyce 
Mason, Paulette Moyce, Charlie, Helen, and Susan 
Pruitt, Jim Thacker, Vivian Van Holten,  
Russell Waid, Sarah Waid, Gabriele Wolverton 
 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 
volunteer women and men who protect and defend 
us, Baby Brown (friend of Carol & David Pitts), 
Nelson Hobgood, Andrew Jebson, Roy Kempton, Sr. 
(Sara Waid’s brother), Janice Leonard (friend of 
Shirley Harrison), Clifford Mitchell (Dallas Mitchell’s 
brother), Anne Nigh (Dana Rothermel’s cousin), 
Dale Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s cousin) 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the 
prayer list.) 
 

NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from 
the prayer list, please contact the church office, 
566-8077. 

 
 

 
 

Our sympathies go to these families. Please keep 
them in your prayers during this difficult period. 
 
Audrey White (Service on July 17 at OBCC) 
Jesse Hall (Died July 20-services at a later time) 

 

 
 

A new church directory is available. 

You will find them in the Narthex. 
ERRATTA:  

Donna Perger cell phone is 757-690-3512  
ADD: Mike & Susan Hall 

110 Oslo Ct.; Willliamsburg, VA 23188-1019 

C: 757-645-73957 

01 Dennis Williams 
02 Gertie Duke 
02 Nola Graves 
05 Bessie Apperson 
06 Eliza Jane Morse 
10 Sarah Kohlman 
11 Jim Allred, Ellen Waite 
12 Christina Jones 
13 Loretta Garrett 
13 Madison Grace Williams 
15 Ryan Matschke 
15 Jeremy Wright 
16 Judy Biggs 
18 Macy Morse 
20 Roy Sullivan 
21 Brandon Starks 
22 Caleb Brickhouse 
22 Russell Waid 
23 Kim Riffle 
24 Michael Heslink 
25 Donna Clark 
25 Bruce Kerr 
28 Dave Willard 
30 Nancy McKeel 
31 Kylie Rutherford 
 

05 Skip & Christie Jensen 
14 John & Sarah Savage 
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New Project for the Deacons 

 

The Deacons are starting a new initiative 
to provide assistance to members of the 
congregation who could use  a little help.  Maybe 
running an errand, driving to an appointment, or 
a little help around the house.  We are here to 
serve…not just on Sundays.   Please let us know 
if you need assistance.   Contact me, or one of 
the deacons. 

Patty Barker 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER…        
All church purchases need to be authorized 
ahead of time by the appropriate officer or 
advocate, and can only be reimbursed by the 
treasurer with a signed authorization (blue slip).   
Please don’t order or purchase items for the 
church without first getting approval. 
 
COMING ON AUGUST 16! 
Dave and Diana Love’s family will again be 
sharing their church music from Clayton 
Methodist Church, Clayton NC during both 
services on August 16th.  Please mark your 
calendar to join us that Sunday. 
 

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE IN SEPTEMBER 
 

First Baptist Church, West Point is sponsoring a 
Christian Women’s Conference on September 26 
from 9am until 4pm. The conference will feature 
Jennifer O’Neil, actress & model turned 
inspirational speaker with a ministry to women. 
 

The conference will be held at the Robinson 
Olson Auditorium in West Point, VA.  The title of 
her program is “Reel to Real”. Also featured will 
be a gospel singer. Please call First Baptist 
Church, West Point for tickets and more 
information at 804-843-2482. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Oktoberfest is coming to Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church (7479 Richmond Road-Williamsburg) on 
Saturday, October 10 from 1-7 PM. Fun includes 
live & silent auctions, face painting, wine tasting,  

 
a Biergarten, food, and live music. Their goal for 
this fundraising event is a community kitchen. 
Advance reservations are required. Make your 
advance reservations at the church website 
(www.oslcnorge.org) or call 757-564-3745. 

 

 
We would like to thank everyone for their thoughts  
and prayers for my sister's husband, Ray Ruhter.  
Ray passed this Sunday and is now with our Lord  
and Savior in a much better place.   Dave and I and  
our two oldest granddaughters will arrive in Caspar, 
WY in time for the funeral later in the week.  
 

Our daughters and families will arrive soon after.   
We will all share his celebration of life together. 

Blessings     ~Diana Love Family 
 
 

My Dear Olive Branch Family, 
Thank you, thank you, thank you…from the bottom 
of my heart to all of you.   What a fabulous and 
wonderful retirement luncheon and celebration!   It 
was, and continues to be, difficult for me not to be 
there in the office for you, and with you.    
 

The gifts are beautiful, thoughtful, and useful.  I 
especially loved the memories book; I often pick it 
up and read it, and recall the many memories we 
made together.   After that special Sunday 
afternoon, Robert and I sat down and selected one 
after another of the memory tree gifts, and I 
cherish each one.   What a great tree it is and what 
a super idea.  I plan to decorate it each season and 
display it on my table in the entry to my home.   
 

Robert and I certainly will enjoy the gift certificate 
to Opus Nine…WOW!   And, although I prefer not 
to single out any one person, I was blown away by 
Clay Harrison’s poem…for me!    
 

Thanks so very, very much to all who planned and 
provided this special day for me…Pastor Richard, 
the CWF ladies, and all my Olive Branch Family.  
Your thoughtfulness and generosity are so deeply 
appreciated. 
 

I want to let you know how deeply moved and  
humbled I am by the outpouring of love and friendship 
from my extended family.  I have certainly felt the  
power of God’s love through you all!    
 

I praise God each day for my many blessings,  
and I thank you again for being among them!  
 

Love and Blessings ~Pat Dressler 



 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY AT OLIVE BRANCH 
Photos by Gustafson  

 

 
Our sanctuary was decked out for Christmas in July 
on the 26th thanks to the busy hands of Sheila 
Yeatts, Joyce Allen and Andrew Pfister 
 

 
Chrismon tree and initial shoebox donations for 
Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Child 
 

 
Big smiles from Sheila Yeatts and Marney 

Brickhouse as they complete the Christmas 
reception table in the Old Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE BUS TO BUMPASS 

  
 

 
Photo by Gustafson 

 
About 38 of us traveled to the revival at Holly Grove 
Christian Church the last Sunday of July. It was a 
wonderful night! The Holly Grove Congregation 
were perfect hosts, provided copious and unending 
amounts of food. Our choir was wonderful, bringing 
to tears many in the congregation. It was a night to 
remember! 
 
Thank you Emilio, Steve, and the Olive Branch Choir 
for making the time to travel with me to the revival. 
Thank you to our church members who came to 
support their pastor and choir. How good it was to 
fellowship and worship with brothers and sisters 
from a sister congregation! 

~Pastor Richard 
 

 
SPECIAL THANKS FROM RICHARD & ANN 

 
Ann & I want to thank you for your cards and kind 
words for my birthday, our wedding anniversary, 
and our 5th anniversary with Olive Branch! We are 
looking forward to using the James River Eagle 
Cruise that you presented us! 
 
We are blessed to be part of this congregation!! 
 

~Ann & Richard 
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The workers lied and said that everyone who 

worked for the king agreed, but of course they 

never talked to Daniel because they knew he 

wouldn't agree.  The king didn't know this, so he 

made the law and it couldn't be changed. 
 

When Daniel heard about the new law he did 

what he always did.  He went home to a room 

upstairs and opened the windows that looked out 

over the city.  Three times that day he went down 

on his knees and prayed to God just like he 

always had. 
 

These men went as a group to Daniel's house & 

found him praying, asking God for help.  They 

ran straight to the king and told him, "Your 

worker Daniel is ignoring your command.  We 

have seen him praying to his God 3 times today." 
 

When the king heard this he was sad.  He really 

liked Daniel. He didn't want him to die.  He tried 

to get the law changed to stop Daniel from being 

thrown in the lions' den, but the men came to him 

& reminded him that the law could not be 

changed. Daniel would have to be punished. 
 

So at the end of the day the king gave the order, 

and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 

lions' den.  The king said to Daniel, "I hope your 

God who you serve and pray to will rescue you!" 
 

A large, heavy stone was rolled in front of the den 

and the king went back to his palace with tears in 

his eyes.  That night King Darius couldn't eat or 

sleep he was so worried for Daniel. 
 

The next day, as soon as the sun came up the king 

got up and ran to the lions' den.  As he got closer 

he shouted, "Daniel, has your God, who you serve 

and pray to, rescued you from the lions?"  The 

king waited quietly for a response. 
 

Then all of a sudden Daniel said, "O king, live 

forever!  My God sent an angel, and he shut the 

mouths of the lions.  They have not hurt me 

because I have done nothing wrong." 
 

The king jumped with joy & immediately ordered 

that Daniel be removed from the den.  And when 

Daniel was lifted from the den, there wasn't even 

a scratch on him because he trusted in God. 
 

The king knew that the men had tricked him into 

punishing Daniel so he punished them. 
 

After that the king made a new law and he said, 

"Daniel's God is great, and I order that everyone 

in my kingdom must respect the Lord God, who 

rescued Daniel from the hungry lions." 
 

 

Daniel came to Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, and each king that came and went liked 

these men because they were honest and hard workers.  

They were always given the most important jobs which 

made the other workers of the king jealous. 
 

This time the king's name was Darius and he also liked 

Daniel.  He knew that Daniel was a good worker so he 

decided to put Daniel in charge of the whole country.  

The other servants of the king were very jealous of 

Daniel and they tried to find something that would get 

Daniel in trouble.  They were trying to get him fired, 

but Daniel obeyed God so they couldn't find anything. 
 

Finally these men said to each other, "We can't find any 

reason for the king to fire Daniel.  The only way we 

could get him to disobey the king is if we made a law 

against his god."  So they went to king Darius and said, 

"O great king, you are so wonderful that no one should 

pray to anyone but you." 
 

The king said, "That sounds like a great idea!"  Then 

the men continued, "All of your workers have agreed 

that this should be done and that anyone that prays to 

any other god should be thrown into the lions den."  
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