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A Look In The Rearview Mirror 
 
“The past is like using your rear-view mirror in the 
car, it’s good to glance back and see how far 
you’ve come, but if you stare too long you’ll miss 
what’s right in front of you.” 
 
I don’t know who originated the above pearl of 
wisdom, but he or she makes a good point. We 
can’t live in the past, no matter how attractive or 
pleasurable it seemed. But neither should we 
completely ignore it. 
 
Very few churches have the rich history of Olive 
Branch. It all started when Edward Coke was 
baptized by Rev. Peter Ainslee on August 15, 1825. 
Eight years later that young man helped start a 
weekly meeting of like-minded men and women, at 
the Hill Pleasant Farm. Twenty charter members 
formed a church in 1833, which eventually led to 
the donation of land for the building of a building. 
Our present sanctuary was built in 1835, and the 
name Olive Branch chosen by Eliza Tribble Piggott. 
In November of 1838 Alexander Campbell, one of 
the early leaders of the “Stone-Campbell 
Movement” that eventually gave birth to the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), spent the 
winter at Hill Pleasant Farm with the Henley family, 
and attended Olive Branch. 
 
Looking over some of the church minutes from 
years past, I was struck by the annual treasurer’s 
report for 1907. Contributions for the year totaled 
$503.86, against expenses of $461.78. In today’s 
dollars, income would be $12,919 vs. expenses of 
$11,840. Some of the expenses were notable: 

$5.61 for lamps and lamp chimneys, $2.10 for 
kerosene, and $8.33 for stove repair, including one 
elbow and a section of stove pipe. One of the 
expenses stood out: $101.61 for missions.  
 
Leaping forward from 1907 to the present, in the 
2014 annual report for Olive Branch Christian 
Church our income for the year totaled $315,581. 
Of that amount, $51,000 was given to local, 
national, and international missions.  
 
In comparison to other Disciple churches in 
Virginia, Olive Branch ranked 3rd in total outreach 
giving. Broken down by giving to outreach directly 
related to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
$28,861 was contributed, ranking our church as 
second among the churches in Virginia. Your 
generosity and commitment to outreach is clear. By 
every measure used in compiling the information 
for the Year Book Report, our congregation is one 
of the best. Thank You! 
 
But it is good to glance in the rear view mirror from 
time to time. Perhaps we are comparing ourselves 
to the wrong churches. Perhaps we should look no 
farther than what our church did in 1907. Twenty 
percent of the money received by Olive Branch 
Christian Church in 1907 went to missions in the 
community and beyond. Sixteen percent of the 
money received by Olive Branch in 2014 went to 
missions. It seems we still have some work to do. 
 
We are a church that does not live in the past. We 
have been blessed with incredible church leaders 
and pastors who have guided our ministry and 
always kept us focused upon what we need to be 
doing as a church here and now. But perhaps this 
one little lesson from the past will encourage our 
mission giving today. 

Blessings     ~Pastor Richard 
 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com
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We are blessed each Sunday by Steve Hall as he 
plays musical selections on the Sohmer grand 
piano.  It was manufactured in 1923, but its sound 
remains clear & vibrant. The piano was given to 
Olive Branch by Mrs. Nancy Serrell of Williamsburg.  
It was dedicated to the Glory of God on July 26, 
2009. 
 
 Before using it for the first time, a professional 
piano tuner was called in to tune it, to do some 
minor cleaning and repairs, and to install a Dampp-
Chaser Piano Life Saver System. This system 
ensures stable moisture content in the wooden 
parts, stabilizes its pitch, and protects the piano 
from deterioration. 
 
 We were gifted and took proper care of that gift.  
The piano generated a better quality of 
accompaniment and serves as a vehicle used by 
God’s Spirit to lift us into His presence. Someone 
has said that,” Words are the language of the 
mind. Music is the language of the soul.”  There is 
an inner connection between music and the spirit. 
It is a language which each individual understands 
but cannot fully explain to others.  
  
Our musical instruments and our singing are 
testimonies of a teaching in Revelation. Whatever 
we experience here on earth in terms of the 
presence of God is but a mere glimmer of what is 
to come. In the new heavens and the new earth, 
the language of the soul will be sung forever.  Our 
thoughts & passions will be focused, and we will 
have the language to give God the full glory he 
deserves. What a wonderful time to anticipate! Our 
singing here on earth is anticipation of what is to 
come. 
 
We are gifted with strong leaders in our music 
program: Bob Schmidt (Bells of Glory); Irma 
Gustafson (Hand Chimes); Steve Hall 
(Accompanist); and Emilio Pesante (Choir Director).   
We should take proper care of the musical gifts 
that God has given us by involvement.  The quality 
of our music would be improved by more ringers 
and singers.  The Christmas Cantata is a 
great time to get involved.      

Take care, 

Fred 

 

 NOTE: The annual Congregational Meeting 

is Sunday, November 8th at 12:30. Our Thanksgiving 
Luncheon will make a nice start to this important 

session. 

 

  UPDATES FROM THE 
PROGRAM PLANNING TEAM ADVOCATES 
 

During a recent Wednesday Family Night we 
discussed "when God doesn't answer our prayers 
per our requests".  It got me to thinking of what 
prayer IS and HOW we are to pray.  First to my 
mind was The ACTS of Prayer: 
 

A-doration     Me sharing with God how much I 
love Him, how awesome I've experienced Him to 
be, just pure Praise for Him. 
C-onfession Me sharing with God the sins I've 
committed and the sins of omission, and begging 
His forgiveness. 
T-hanksgiving  Me sharing my thankfulness for all 
the many, many ways He has blessed me.  Most 
importantly, that He has NEVER abandoned me 
during my most difficult challenges. 
 

S-upplication draws to my mind my hand and the 
5-Finger-Prayer: 
 

Thumb: represents those closest to me and I pray 
for their needs. 
Pointer: reminds me of those Saints of God  who 
pointed me to Jesus so I then pray for those who 
daily  point others to "The Way". 
Mr. Tall Man: are those in authority over us, the 
ones who govern our land, execute our laws, and 
provide for our safety (from President, Congress, 
Governors, Policemen, Firemen, EMTs) 
The Ring Finger I'm barely able to straighten, 
reminds me to pray for the weakest among us---
the little children who suffer, the elderly who 
struggle, the infirmed who have lost hope. 
LAST-the Pinkie finger represents me (and my 
pinkie is quite small!).  When I get to this finger 
the words of little Jesse Hall, now in heaven, come 
to my mind:  
When asked by Make a Wish Foundation what they 
could get for her she replied, "I have everything I 
need".  When pushed further she responded that 
IF she could be a fairy princess with a magic wand, 
she'd wave it over all the children in the hospital 
with her, then over herself last, so no children 
would ever have to have cancer again.  "That's 
nice", they said, "but couldn't we get something 
special just for you?"  

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc&topic_id=266&image_source_id=&page=22#no
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"My parents get me everything I need" was her 
reply. 
 

Now, we know our heavenly parent, God, does not 
wave a magic wand but doesn't He promise to 
supply for us everything WE need?  The 23rd. 
Psalm reads, "Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I 
HAVE EVERYTHING I NEED" TLB (Read the rest of 
it, please.)  Yes, little Jesse.  You heard God right! 
 

Out of the mouths of babes, God whispers loud and 
clear...Out of our mouths may others hear of God's 
love as revealed in Jesus the Christ.  It's the 
RELATIONSHIP, the fellowship with Him that 
matters most... 
 

I love you, in Jesus' Name,    Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE WILD SIDE! 

We are hosting the 
praise/worship group To Send with Love on 
October 17th starting at 7pm.  They are coming 
to perform a service for our congregation.  I 
have sent flyers to the local churches inviting 
them to come out to enjoy this special service.  
I will need help providing refreshments that 
evening, please let me know if you can help.   
 

I gave the two adult Sunday School classes tags 
to write out a prayer our youth group could pray 
for them.  We have a prayer board and would 
love for anyone to utilize it.  We will pray over 
each tag on the board at each meeting. 
   
Come check out our progress with the youth 
room.  It is still a work in progress but it is 
getting there.  Thank you to Harold, Sheila and 
Pastor Richard for helping me get the furniture 
together.  I could not have done it alone.   
 

 We are meeting on 10/4, 10/18, and 11/1. 
 
 

Abby Matschke 

 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR 
OCTOBER 

 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in June.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

October 4  Hebrews 2:5-12; Job 1: 1,2-10 

October 11 Hebrews 4:12-16; Job 23:1-9,16-17 

October 18 Hebrews 5:1-10; Job 38:1-7,34-37 

October 25 Romans 8: 31-39; Luke 22: 1-30 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  OCTOBER 
 

Elders 
 

October 4 Judy Eley, Donna Perger 

October 11 Bob Key, Gail Key 

October 18 Chuck Walker, Joyce Allen 

October 25 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
 

Deacons 
 

October 4 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin, 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 
 

October 11 Hunter Gardner, Josh Fulgham, 
 Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 

October 18 Andrew Pfister, Jane Vaught, 
 Josh Fulgham, Kevin Waid 
 

October 25 Tracey Creech, Kevin Waid,  
 Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr 
 

Deaconess 
 
 

Emily Dill 
 

Children’s Church 
 

October 4 ALL OPEN 

October 11 ALL OPEN 

October 18 ALL OPEN 

October 25 ALL OPEN 
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October 4 OPEN 

October 11 Marney Brickhouse 

October 18 OPEN 

October 25 OPEN 

 
Church Family:  J.C. Biggs, Duie Brantley,  
David & Gertie Duke, John Gardner, Robert Hutton, 
Christy Jensen, Ruby Jones, Evelyn Kirby,  
Naomi Marrow, Jeannette & Lauren McWilliams, 
Paulette Moyce, Charlie-Helen-Susan Pruitt,  
Russell Waid, Sarah Waid, Dave Willard 
 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 

volunteer women and men who protect and defend 
us, Belinda & Emily (grandmother & granddaughter 
friends of Martina Siemon’s who were severely 
burned in a house fire), Mike & Betty Boley  
(Cleve Wright’s brother-in-law & sister),  
Baby Brown (friend of Carol & David Pitts),  
Ramona Cross (friend of Michelle Wright),  
Aunt Florence (Andy Bell’s Aunt), Leslie Goetsch 
(Hunter Creech’s sister), Carl Henley (friend of 
Gene & Cheryl Johnson), Nelson Hobgood, Andrew 
Jebson, Roy Kempton, Sr. (Sara Waid’s brother), 
Matthew Moyce McGann (Paulette Moyce's 
grandson), Anne Nigh (Dana Rothermel’s cousin), 
Eugene Ripplinger (Tracey Hutton’s father),  
Louise Schwartz, Martina Siemon (Marney 
Brickhouse’s granddaughter), Jerry Van Cleave, 
Dale Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s cousin),  
Trent Wynne (friend of Missy Harbour) 
 

(Indicates a new person on the list.) 
 

NOTE: To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please contact the church office, 566-8077. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER…       
All church purchases need to be authorized 
ahead of time by the appropriate officer or 
advocate, and can only be reimbursed by the 
treasurer with a signed authorization (blue slip).   
Please don’t order or purchase items for the 
church without first getting approval. 

 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on 
Tuesday, October 6, at Vicki Anderson’s home. 
 

~Dick & Betty Barber 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
  CWF Tuesday Morning Circle 

 

The Tuesday circle met September 8 at Interlude, 
with 16 attending. Thanks to all who came to 
support Elaine and me, to enjoy Elaine’s study, to 
have fellowship, and enjoy the food each one 
blessed us with.  
 
It was so nice to have Naomi with us again. She is 
such an inspiration to us all. 
 
Come join us on October 13 and enjoy the above. 
Gentleman are welcome….the ladies would 
like any and all to attend. 

Hope to see you  
                         ~Donna Haulsee 

 

 
 

CONTINUING DEACON PROJECT 
The Deacons are continuing an initiative 

to provide assistance to members of the 
congregation who could use  a little help.  
Maybe running an errand, driving to an 
appointment, or a little help around the house.  
We are here to serve…not just on Sundays. 
Please let us know if you need assistance.   
Contact me, or one of the deacons. 

~Patty Barker 
 
 

 ALL SAINTS DAY REMEMBRANCE 
Please contact the OBCC office with names of 
loved ones who have died since the 2014 All 
Saints Day service. Names (relationships if not 
members), and dates of death will be read at 
this special November 1st service to 
commemorate the lives of these special people. 
Call or e-mail the OBCC office by Thursday 
morning, October 29th to add your names to the 
list. (757-566-8077 or obcc1833@gmail.com) 
 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=altar flowers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2#no
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=prayers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no
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CALLING ALL SUPPORTERS    
OF THE WALK TO END ALZHEIMER'S 

 

                 Saturday, October 24, 2015 

                 Matthew Whaley Elementary School 

                  301 Scotland Street, Williamsburg 

 

Registration-8:30 am    Ceremony at 9:40 am 

    Walk at 10:00 am 
 

OBCC has been a top 10 team the past few 
years in the Walk to End Alzheimer's. We want 
as many members as possible to step up and 
participate (as a walker, donor, or cheerleader)!  
There are 1-mile & 2-mile walk options. If you 
unable to walk, you can donate & be at the 
event to cheerlead as an observer. Find a walk 
& donation form in this newsletter. Please 
contact Phyllis Taylor, OBCC Team Chair (564-
0211 phyllisgt@msn.com), Pastor Richard, or 
the office with your questions. Thanks for your 
consideration and prayerful support of this 
community event. 

 5TH SUNDAY SERVICE CHANGE: 
There are now 2 services all Sundays. This 5th 
Sunday change will next occur on November 29, 
2015, and continue. 
 
 
 
 

       CWF FASHION SHOW 
LUNCHEON & RAFFLE 

November will be here before we know it! Our 
annual Fashion Show/Luncheon will be 11:00AM 
on November 14th in the New Fellowship Hall.   
 

 We are excited about our quilt and afghan for the 
raffle this year and hope that all will purchase lots 
of tickets. Each square on the quilt was made by 
one of our OBCC ladies.  I would like to give a 
special thanks to Karen Barrow who has 
coordinated and put countless hours and material 
into this project.  The afghan was hand made by 
our beloved Nancy Bradshaw and donated for this 
special event by Vicki Anderson.  The winners will 
be announced at the luncheon.  
  

We will again have our country store & bake sale, 
which include beautiful, clever handmade items, as 
well as delicious goodies prepared by our awesome 
cooks.  God gave talents to our OBCC ladies and 
they are putting them to excellent use. 
 

Christopher Banks will be providing the beautiful 
clothes which will be modeled by our lovely OBCC 
ladies who, as you may know, do a smashing job. 
 
Luncheon tickets are $20.00; raffle tickets 
are $1.00.  See any of the CWF ladies, who will 
make them available to you. Please mark it on your 
calendar. Come and join us for a delightful day of 
fellowship and fun. 
 

God has abundantly blessed us with his love and 
blessings. We, in turn, are trying to make a 
difference in the lives of those in our community, 
state, and around the world.   
 

Take a moment and look around.  Fall is here; 
colors are changing; days are cooler; children are 
back in school.  Smile. Because when you do, it 
gives pleasure to all who see you.    
 

May God Bless you always. 
~Marney Brickhouse, Pres. CWF 

 

01 Kevin Waid 
02 Steve Perger 
10 Courtney Holt 
12 Michael Garrett 
14 Norm Larkin 
14 David Pitts 
14 Helen Pruitt 
15 Nancy Cates 
15 Dale Teagle 
16 Riley Jones 
17 Dustyn Meadows 
19 Linda Heslink 
20 Cheryl Trexler 
23 Josephine Gardner 
27 Daniel Abid 
28 Anastasia Abid 
29 Nancy Griffith 
29 Sarah Waid 
 

11 Charles & Helen Pruitt 
26 Jeryl & Margie Dieleman 
 

mailto:phyllisgt@msn.com
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The Youth Group will host this special performance 
in the New Fellowship Hall at 7:00 PM. To Send 
with Love is coming to share their special music. 
This group was started by Ryan Kight in 2012 in 
Chesapeake, VA, to lead worship for a Newport 
News church. However, as the ministry grew, they 
felt a deep calling to bridge the gap between all 
types of denominations and people groups.  
Abby needs help providing refreshments that 
evening, please let her know if you are able to 
help. (757-532-8552 or robertstick@aol.com) 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OKTOBERFEST 
Oktoberfest is coming to Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church (7479 Richmond Road-Williamsburg) on 
Saturday, October 10 from 1-7 PM. Fun includes 
live & silent auctions, face painting, wine tasting, 
a Biergarten, food, and live music. Their goal for 
this fundraising event is a community kitchen. 
Advance reservations are required. Make your 
advance reservations at the church website 
(www.oslcnorge.org) or call 757-564-3745. 
 
 

 
Reconciliation Generation: School Yards not 

Prison Yards Offering Continues on October 4 
 
The Reconciliation Ministry of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) is our church’s intentional 
effort to confront historical fractures in the body of 
Christ caused by structural and systemic racism to 
the end of building life-giving communities for the 
whole family of God.  
 
This year’s Special Offering theme “Reconciliation 
Generation: School Yards not Prison Yards” is 
intended to do just that! We desire to demonstrate 

that Disciples are sincerely invested in the 
wholeness of our most precious members of the 
family of God – our children.  
 
Your generous giving to Reconciliation Ministry will 
fund grants to our ministries that increase our 
focus on our need to restore our children to their 
rightful place in our communities and churches. 
Our funds are currently supporting projects that 
decrease juvenile detentions, promote leadership 
development and provide educational opportunities 
that broaden our awareness to our collective role in 
dismantling the sin of racism.  
 
Will you give to this critical mission fund within the 
life of our church to promote programs that 
develop strong leaders with a strong sense of 
Christ’s love in them? You are the Reconciliation 
Generation – our present and our future witness to 
Christ’s love for all of God’s children! Thank you in 
advance for your generous support of 
Reconciliation Ministry.   
 
We will receive the Reconciliation Offering at Olive 
Branch on September 27 and October 4. 
 

~Jim and Carolyn Hunt, Outreach Advocates 
 

 

 
The Case of the Mysterious Donor 

 
If you have been in the kitchen recently you no 
doubt noticed the two new convection oven stoves 
and overhead microwaves. An anonymous donor 
presented them as a gift for our kitchen in 
recognition for all the cooking the Olive Branch 
CWF group does for our church family and 
community.  
 

After they arrived, Norm and Lucy Hall--along with 
Rudy Ruskey--helped with the wiring and 
installation. All this was done at no cost to our 
church. So thank you to the above, and thank you, 
Anonymous Donor, whoever you are! Your gift will 
be well used! 

~Pastor Richard and a grateful Congregation 

PRAISE WORSHIP 
COMING OCTOBER 17 
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Senior Outreach Ministry  
            Starts in October! 
 

Hopefully, you have heard that OBCC is starting a 
new outreach ministry to serve our older members! 
We want to help our older members who need 
some additional assistance and have some health 
issues who could benefit from some time to 
socialize and enjoy a good meal in our Fellowship 
Hall. We will hold this program one Wednesday per 
month, from 10am-2pm, on the following 2015 
dates:   Wednesday, Oct. 21st        Wednesday, 
Nov. 18th      Wednesday, Dec. 16th 

 
Do you know of a member in our church who could 
benefit from this program? Please contact any on 
our planning team to let us know. We are happy to 
make a personal invitation and to assist with 
transportation if needed.  
 
If you would be interested in volunteering for this 
program, whether to greet our participants as they 
arrive, help with a special program (e.g., organizing 
a visit from the Heritage Humane Society and their 
friendly animals, speaking on a topic), serve in the 
kitchen, decorate the Fellowship Hall…you name 
it…we could use your input and assistance! In fact, 
we believe that we will need at least 8 volunteers 
to help on each of these dates. If you have some 
time and this program speaks to you, let us know! 
 
The first training date for volunteers is October 11 
at 12:30 PM in the New Fellowship Hall.  
 
And, finally, we NEED a name for this program! 
You will see an insert in your bulletin inviting you to 
propose a name for this program. The winner of 
this naming contest wins a fun prize! Thanks for 
your prayers for this new program as we get 
underway this fall. 
 

 
In God’s Service, 

Christy Jensen, Marney Brickhouse, Pastor Richard 

 
 

  
 

Disciples Heritage Sunday October 25 
 
Our worship services on October 25 will look 
different as we celebrate part of our heritage in the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Both services 
that day will be pattern after a Disciple worship 
service observed by Alexander Campbell and 
published in his book, The Christian System, in 
1839.   
 
Campbell noted that the service he observed 
provided the “nighest approach to the model, 
which we have in our eye, of good order and 
Christian decency in celebrating this institution.” 
 Alexander Campbell preached at Olive Branch 
Christian Church, and spent the winter of 1838 with 
the Henley family at Hill Pleasant Farm. Could Olive 
Branch have been the congregation he visited and 
wrote about in his book? No one but Campbell 
would know.  
 
I hope you will be present on October 25 as we 
catch a glimpse of what worship was like at that 
time. 
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A PEEK AT OBCC HERITAGE (thanks to Irma Gustafson) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

The genesis of Olive Branch Christian Church (Disciple of Christ) dates to 1833, at Hill Pleasant Farm in the parlor 
of Mrs. Catherine Norvell Lightfoot Henley, where the faithful met until the church building was erected in 1935.  

Mrs. Henley is buried at Hill Pleasant, and her gravestone states that she was the first Disciple of James City 
County. In early spring of this year, the current occupants, the Donald Hunt family, made this rendering of the old 

farm house available for this photograph, the same being displayed on a pillowcase.  
 

As part of Olive Branch’s 175th anniversary observance, a reenactment of the organizational meeting was 
presented in the above barn in the form of an original play by Andy Bradshaw that featured several 
members portraying various original characters. A flat wagon similar to the one pictured above served as 
the stage and appropriately featured props of the Victorian era.  The audience was treated to luxurious 
seating on bales of straw as the October winds whistled through the makeshift auditorium. (c. 2008) 



 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If any members have other photos of the 175th 
anniversary celebration, please share them with Irma 
Gustafson or bring them to the office for scanning so that 
Irma can add them to a collection she is building. 

Oil Painting by Patty Neary (deceased) 
 

The oil rendering of the barn where the reenactment was presented 
is now in the possession of Olive Branch Christian Church. 

A close-up of the area where the flat hay-wagon stage rested. 
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