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WELCOME NEW MEMBER! 
 

We were so pleased to welcome Stacy Mullins into 
our church membership in January! Stacy 
transferred her membership from Graham Christian 
Church in Bluefield, VA. She has been a welcomed 
presence in our congregational life for many years, 
and there were smiles all around when she made 
her decision. Welcome Stacy! 
 
 

IT’S A MATTER OF TRUST 
Yes, I took the title of this article from Billy Joel’s 
song, and while the lyrics of the song really don’t 
match with what I want to say, the title certainly 
does. When it comes to being a community of faith, 
it is all a matter of trust! We trust in God’s plans 
and purposes for us, even when it seems that no 
plan can be seen. We trust in the promises of God’s 
Word, in particular the good news brought to us 
through Jesus. And, we certainly must trust in each 
other, particularly in those who have volunteered & 
said yes to serve as officers for our church.  
 
Our church officers, elders, deacons, deaconess, 
and all those who serve the church in numerous 
volunteer positions do not get paid for their time. 
They give of their time freely and generously. Why 
do they do it? It is their way of giving thanks to the 
God of Blessings through service to others. I am 
thankful for each and every one. And I have a high 
level of trust in what they say. 
 
As we work together in service this year, take the 
time to thank those who have agreed to serve in 
leadership positions. They are bringing their talents 
and skills to create acts of ministry here on 

Richmond Road, half way between Norge and 
Toano. Let them know of your support – and most 
importantly, your trust. 
Blessings                                      ~Pastor Richard 
 

 
 

NEW OFFICERS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Although some committee positions are yet to be 
settled, these are the members who were newly-
(re)elected in November & installed on January 31st: 
 
Board Chair  Fred Rothermel 
Board Vice Chair Robbie Robertson 
Recording Secretary Cindy Robertson 
Clerk   Mary Lee Leary 
Treasurer  Dale Teagle 
Financial Secretary Danny Pitts 
Trustee  Harold McKeel 
 
Elders: 
 Robbie Robertson Landa Simmons 
 Jim Thacker  Fred Rothermel 
 
Deacons: 
 Lucy Hall  Will Hatcher 
 Jane Hatcher  Phillip Day 
 Janet Neal  Lewis Williams 
 Cindy Robertson Elna Pitts 
 Danny Pitts 
 
Deaconesses: 
 Barbara Nicholson Patty Barker 
 Nancy Griffith 
 

 



 

 
 

STRENGTHENING STRUCTURE 
The General Board met on Tuesday, January 12.  
We continue to be blessed by a Board composed of 
individuals who love the Lord and His congregation 
at Olive Branch. Each church officer and team chair 
is working hard to strengthen the structure of our 
church body.  For instance: 

 The church Clerk is developing an accurate 
(as possible) membership roll  

 The Stewardship & Finance Team are 
developing a policy to formally manage our 
finances & software to more easily & 
accurately account for receipts & 
disbursements 

 The new Treasurer is establishing the base 
line to use for accountability   

 The Trustees are preparing to act as legal 
agents of Olive Branch for contracts 
pertaining to replacing the stoop in front of 
the Worship Center 

 The Program Planning Team is planning, 
scheduling, and coordinating worship, 
educational, missions, evangelism, 
membership, and youth activities for 2016 

 The Property Team is keeping all facilities 
and equipment in efficient working condition 
and led us in improving access to our 
facilities which now includes replacing the 
stoop at the entrance to our worship center 
– much of what they are doing is on the QT 
and not readily noticed  

 The Elders are organizing their participation 
in worship services & beginning their 
spiritual leadership of families in the church 

 The Deacons are organizing their 
participation in the different formal services 
(weddings, funeral, worship) of the church 
and providing personal and handyman 
assistance to anyone in need 

 The Personnel Team is finalizing tasks 
required of Janitorial services and a list of 
documents that will be maintained in the 
personnel files of our employees 

Organizational structure is about definition and 
clarity. Think of our church structure as the 
skeleton supporting the organization and giving 
it shape. Just as each bone and muscle in a 
body has a function, so does each position and 
team in the Olive Branch organization. They do 
their jobs to the glory of God and to support 

the programs and ministries of our Church.  
They all need help.   
 
I ask each of you, member and friend of Olive 
Branch, who may not be involved in the 
structure of the church, to open your heart to 
the prompting of God’s spirit within you and to 
get involved in some way. 
 
I am grateful to God for everyone who supports 
His ministry here, whether in the structure of 
our church or in the good deeds that you do in 
His name.  

Take Care, 
~Fred 

 

 
God is good all the time. Harold Barker will be our 
male chaperone for our trip to Logan, West Virginia 
in July.  We are looking forward to sharing the 
amazing experience with Harold.  We currently have 
six people signed up to cook chili on 2/21.  The 
sign-up sheet is in the Narthex of the Church.  It is 
a lot of fun and good competition amongst our 
church family.  We are planning to go to Winter 
Jam again this year. I hope the weather is better 
than last year's cold windy day.  Winter jam is on 
2/28/16.  Our youth yard sale will be in April. 
Youth will meet on 2/7, 2/21, and 3/6. 
 

~Abby Matschke 

 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, 
February 2 at Barb Schmidt’s home. 
 

~Dick & Betty Barber 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
NEWS 

Thanks to all who made 2015 a wonderful year for 
CWF at Olive Branch. I know I have said it before, 
but many thanks to all who generously give of their 
time, talents, and delicious goodies to make every 
event special. We were able to support all of our 
Christian outreach programs, both locally and state 
wide. Several families and individuals were given 
monetary gifts to ease their financial burdens and 
make their holidays more enjoyable. We have truly 
been blessed by our Lord, and may we always 
continue to give generously of our loving spirit to all 
that we meet. 



 

This is a new year, and know that again our 
Christian love will grow and nurture not only our 
church family but many whom we may not see or 
know personally. 
 

In May we are going to enjoy an evening of food 
and fellowship at Kay Ainsworth's house on the 
river. All the ladies of the church are invited, so 
sisters of Christ, please join us. 
 

We are already planning for the fall fashion/show 
luncheon and welcome any and all suggestions and 
volunteers to make it better and better. 
 

The retreat for all Christian women is in Lynchburg 
again this year July 15th thru 17th.  Reminders will 
be sent out and hopefully we will have several who 
will enjoy attending. 
 

My daffodils are starting to come up, as the 
beautiful December we enjoyed confused their 
growing season.  Now cold temps and snow are 
raining down on them, and they are wilting slightly, 
but I have faith that come spring they will bloom 
beautifully.   Faith, love, and grace are some of 
God's most wonderful gifts which he showers on all 
of us. Enjoy these gifts and share them every 
chance you get.    
 

May god bless you always 
~Marney Brickhouse, CWF president 

 
 CWF Tuesday Morning Circle 

The Tuesday circle met January 12, 2016 at 
Interlude. Can you believe that we are already in 
2016?! 12 were present. We missed those who 
could not come and hope to see everyone on 
February 9, at Interlude. We begin at 11:45. All 
ladies and gentlemen are welcome to hear Elaine’s 
lessons from Matthew. Good fellowship will be 
abundant, as we enjoy a great cover dish lunch. 
Hope to see you. 

                         ~Donna Haulsee 

 
CWF MONDAY CIRCLE 

These monthly sessions will continue on Mondays at 
3:00 PM in Andy's classroom. This is a new time 
for the winter months (through March, 2016). The 
Circle will continue with its study of New Testament 
Characters: 

[Jan. 18: Lesson 8 ~ Priscilla & Aquila- 

Practicing Hospitality-Acts 18 & Romans 16:3-5] 

February 15:  Lesson 9 ~ Governor Felix-

Waiting on God -Acts 24 

March 21: Lesson 10 ~ Philemon-Bridging 

Barriers to Brotherhood- Philemon 
~Carole Kerr 

 
Church Family:  Vicki Anderson, Michael Ayers & 
Family, Duie Brantley, Maralyn Carr, David & Gertie 
Duke, Scott Fulgham, John Gardner, The Garrett 
Family, Lena Jeffries & Family, Christy Jensen, 
Cheryl Johnson, Ruby Jones, Gail & Bob Key, Evelyn 
Kirby, David Love, Naomi Marrow, Jeanette 
McWilliams, Paulette Moyce, Charlie & Susan Pruitt, 
Russell Waid, Sarah Waid, David Waite & sons, 
Trevor & Sebastian, Kaye Watson, Steve White, 
Debbie Wilkins, Robert Wilkins 
 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 
volunteer women and men who protect and 
defend us, The victims and families of the recent 
mass shootings, Becky Allred (Pat Allred’s 
daughter), Jeff Bartlett (friend of Schmidts), 
Priscilla & Steve Bingham (friends of Shirley 
Harrison), Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s 
brother-in-law & sister), Baby Zadie Loretta 
Brown (friend of Carol & David Pitts), Florence 
Camarca (Andy Bell’s Aunt), Kristopher Clark 
(friend of Missy Harbour), Ron Crum (Friend of 
Steve Perger & OBCC church family), Janet 
Dombrowski Family (friends of the OBCC Family), 
Fiona Dougherty (friend of Gene & Cheryl 
Johnson), Genevieve Drewery (Judy Eley’s aunt), 
Jim Elsaesser (friend of Gene & Cheryl Johnson), 
Katharine Case Fournier & Family (Susan’s 
mother), John Friend (brother of Emily Friend), 
Angie George (Friend of Michelle Wright), 
Nelson Hobgood, Andrew Jebson, Roy Kempton 
Family (Sarah Waid’s brother), Frances 
McCammon (Lucy Hall’s sister), Gail Page (Janet 
Neal’s sister), Wallace Parker (Gertie Duke’s 
borther-in-law), Joyce Perger (Mother of Steve 
Perger), Dale and Sherry Pierce (friends of 
OBCC), Pat Purser (Doug Haulsee’s sister), 
Louise Schwartz, Paul Sievert (Janet Neal’s 
customer’s son), Louise Simmons (Cris Simmons’ 
mother), Mike Spivey (Inez Mihalcoe’s son-in-
law), Shannon Starmer (Donald White’s 
daughter), Tommy VanCleave (Jerry VanCleave’s 
son), Kristina Waid (Kevin Waid’s mother), Dale 
Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s cousin), Linwood Waltrip 
Family (son-in-law of Ruby Jones), Tammy 
Winecker (friend of Gene & Cheryl Johnson), 
Alana Youngblood (friend of Keeta Hodson) 

NOTE: To add or remove a name from the prayer list, 
please contact the church office, 566-8077. 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=prayers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no


 

 Our friend’s son, Jeff Bartlett, is home 
and progressing nicely.  He has a lot of healing to 
go yet, but he and his family are feeling very 
blessed that he is making it through what could’ve 
had a very different outcome!  God is good!  They 
thank everyone for their prayers.   

~Bob & Barb Schmidt 

 Joann Mitchell is recovering well after her 
surgery. She sends a huge thanks to everyone in 
the OBCC family for their prayers, cards, notes, and 
well wishes. She is doing better and plans to return 
to church on January 31st. She appreciates all the 
support and love from her OBCC family. 

 

 
 

February 7  Creech Family 

February 14 Karen & Naomi Marrow 

February 21 OPEN 

February 27 Patty & Harold Barker 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS  
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in June.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

February 7  Psalm 27:1-4; Mark 8:27 & 9:8 

February 14 Psalm 19:7-10; Mark 10:17-31 

February 21 Psalm 34:11-14; Mark 10:32-52 

February 28 Psalm 86:8-13; Mark 12:1-12 
 

 
SERVING  IN  DECEMBER 

 

Elders 
 

February 7  Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker 

February 14 Donna Perger, Judy Eley 

February 21 Joyce Allen, Landa Simmons 

February 28 Ann Bradshaw, Andy Bradshaw 

Deacons 
 

February 7  Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin, 
Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 

February 14 Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams,  

   Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher 

February 21 Andrew Pfister, Harold Barker 

   Patty Barker, Lucy Hall 

February 28 Janet Neal, Kevin Waid 
   Josh Fulgham, Harold McKeel 
 
 

Deaconess 
 

Edie Larkin 
 

Children’s Church 
 

  February 7  OPEN 

  February 14 OPEN 

  February 21 OPEN 

  February 28 OPEN 
 

 

                  
08 Charles Pruitt 
08 Barbara Thiel 
09 Andy Bell 
09 Norm Harbor 
11 Madison Elam 
12 Beverly Walker 
13 Kelsey Creech 
16 Bob Schmidt 
18 Barbara Nicholson 
22 Doug Haulsee 
22 John Savage 
23 Barbara Schmidt 
24 Steven Ainsworth 
24 Tonya Meadows 
24 Andrew Pfister 
25 Virginia Dare Waltrip 
26 Rosa Griffin 
26 Gail Key 
27  W. Steve Garrett 
28 Tracey Hutton 
29 Dick Ivy 

  Skip Jensen 

                                     
                           No known anniversaries 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=altar flowers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2#no


 

     DEACON HELPING PROJECT 
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to 
members who could use  a little help…running an 
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the 
house.  Deacons serve…not just on Sundays. 
Contact any of the deacons for help you need. 

~Patty Barker 
 

     GOOD FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 
Chilly weather (or at least hoped-for), makes it the 
perfect time for the Youth Group Chili Cook Off.  
It is set for Sunday, February 21 (NEW DATE) 
after the 11 o'clock service in the New Fellowship 
Hall.  14-17 different chilies should be available for 
tasting.  If you want to throw your hat in as a chili 
chef, please contact Abby Matschke (757-532-8552 
or robertstick@aol.com). And save the date for a 
heart & belly-warming experience! 
 

  SAVE THE DATE! JOSEPH IS COMING… 
Tickets are on sale for the musical Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Show dates are 
Feb 19 & 20, 2016, at Chrysler Hall-Norfolk or Feb 
26 & 27, 2016, at Altria Theater-Richmond (Friday-
8PM, Sat-2 & 8PM on all dates). Hear the story of 
the coat of many colors told through the music of 
Tim Rice & Andrew Lloyd Weber.  First performed 
on Broadway in 1982, this show has delighted 
audiences with its catchy tunes and attention to 
Biblical detail ever since.  Put this on your calendar, 
& book your tickets now! 

~Landa Simmons 
 

              OUR DAY OUT 
The next session will be on February 10th. We will 
hear poems read by Clay Harrison and see a play by 
Naomi Marrow to get us ready for Valentine’s Day. 
If you know someone who might benefit from this 
day out, please be in touch with me or the church 
office.                 
                         ~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator 

 

 WOODSIDE SINGERS RETURN: On February 
3 at 6:30 come to enjoy Emilio’s Woodside Choir 
and a potluck supper afterwards. 
 

 
HAND CHIME REHEARSALS RESUME: on 
February 3 at 5:30 PM. Music reading is not a 
requirement: if you can count to four or even six 
and know your right hand from your left, you'll be a 
shoe-in. Come on out and give it a spin (or a 
shake)! 

~Irma Gustafson 

 COOKBOOKS FOR SALE! 
Food For Fellowship, the OBCC cookbook, is still 
available. The price is $15.00.  
 

 2015 ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENTS: for you are still in the Narthex. 
 

NOTE: Family Night sessions will resume 
again after Easter. Mark your calendars for 
Wednesdays,  from April 6 to May 11. These 
gatherings start at 6:30. 

 DISTRICT VIII MEETING AT OBCC: 
The OBCC CMF will host the next District VIII 
meeting in the New Fellowship Hall on Thursday, 
February 4. Dinner will begin at 6:00. A $5 donation 
for the meal is requested. The speaker is Richard 
Garrett, CMF District President. A movie will also be 
shown…Dr. Charles Stanley on Spiritual Gifts. 
 

 
 

NEWS FROM SWALLOW’S NEST 
Many thanks to the Olive Branch Missions for their 
recent donation to Swallow's Nest Children's Home 
in China. We will use these funds for remodeling a 
new home in the Spring and also to provide foster 
care for this new, little guy Dang Zi Yu. He has 
clubbed feet which have been casted. He's doing 
great and should arrive from Beijing facility this 
week.      ~Pam Williams 
 

SAVE THE DATES! Vacation Bible School will 
be here before you know it. Set aside some time to 
help and participate from July 25-29, 2016. Ann 
Bradshaw is looking for volunteers to help prepare 
materials and volunteer during the VBS week. 
Contact her! 757-566-1257  or  abradshaw456@gmail.com 

mailto:robertstick@aol.com


 

  HONOR YOUR SPECIAL VALENTINES 
During February we are encouraging your donations 
to the Food Sharing Baskets are given to honor 
your special valentines. Let your special valentines 
know you have made food donations in recognition 
of their acts of kindness and love for you.  Your 
Valentine gifts will bring joy to you & your 
Valentines and plant nutritional seeds for our 
neighbors who confront daily food insecurity. 
Thanks for making your resolution to contribute to 
our food sharing baskets a weekly habit.  We are 
not only hearers of God’s Word we are doers of His 
Word. 
Happy Valentines  ~Will & Jane Hatcher 
 

   SLATE ROOF REPAIR—NEED 
The slate roof needs a bit of repair. The roofer 
needs to know the dimensions of a whole slate 
piece. If there is a member who has a whole slate 
piece from the roof, a quick call to the office & 
bringing it to the church (even on a Sunday) would 
allow for a quick look and measurement. The slate 
piece could be returned as soon as the 
measurements are completed.  Thanks for looking 
and responding! 

~Steve Perger, Property Chair 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Bingo Night 
On February 9, at 6:00 PM, we will have our annual 
night of fine food, fun, and games as we gather for 
Shrove Tuesday, or as it is called in New Orleans: 
Mardi Gras! The word shrove is a form of the 
English word shrive, which means to obtain 
forgiveness for one’s sins by way of confession and 
penance. Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the 
custom for Christians to be ‘shriven’ before the start 
of Lent. The tradition of eating pancakes on Shrove 
Tuesday began as a way to use up ingredients 
including butter, milk, and eggs that were not 
supposed to be eaten and would go bad during the 
period of Lent. 
 
Chef Doug Dill and his army of helpers will once 
again tempt us to over indulge in pancakes and all 
the fixings this year. Bingo with prizes will also be 
part of our celebration. Come join with your church 
family on Tuesday, February 9, as we mark the end 
of one season and the start of Lent. 
  
 

 

CHOIR ROOM SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 
 
 
 
  



 

 2016 COMMUNITY SERVICES 
          EASTER ACTIVITIES PREVIEW 
 

February 10                 Ash Wednesday 
Hickory Neck Episcopal Church 
8300 Richmond Road, Toano 
757-566-0276               Rev. Henry McQueen 
Speaker: Rev. James Nickols 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
 

Offering Benefits: Angels of Mercy Medical Clinic 
 
February 17 
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
7479 Richmond Road, Williamsburg 
757-564-3745               Rev. James Nickols 
Speaker: Rev. Ann Tang 
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
 

Offering Benefits: FISH 
 
February 24 
Williamsburg Mennonite Church 
7800 Croaker Road, Williamsburg 
757-566-3026               Rev. David Lehman 
Speaker: Rev. Richard Cline 
Olive Branch Christian Church 
 

Offering Benefits: The Harbor 
 
March 2 
New Zion Baptist Church 
3991 Longhill Road, Williamsburg 
757-258-0491               Rev. Robert Whitehead, Sr. 
Speaker: Rev. Alex Creager 
Stone House Presbyterian Church 
 

Offering Benefits: Williamsburg Hospice House 
 
March 9   HERE AT OBCC 
Olive Branch Christian Church 
7643 Richmond Road, Williamsburg 
757-566-8077              Rev. Richard Cline 
Speaker: Rev. Robert Whitehead, Sr. 
New Zion Baptist Church 
 

Offering Benefits: Child Development Resources 
 
March 16 
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
7801 Church Lane, Toano 
757-566-0162             Rev. Ann Tang 
Speaker: Rev. David Lehman 
Williamsburg Mennonite Church 
 

Offering Benefits: From His Hands 
 

 
 
 
 
March 20                    Palm Sunday 
 
March 23 
Stone House Presbyterian Church 
9401 Fieldstone Parkway, Toano 
757-565-1130              Rev. Alex Creager 
Speaker: Rev. Henry McQueen 
Hickory Neck Episcopal Church 
 

Offering Benefits: Proclaiming Grace Outreach 
 
March 24                     Maundy Thursday 
 
March 25     Good Friday 
 
March 27     Easter Sunday 
 

Sunrise Service: 6:30 AM 
Breakfast to follow 
Service: 8:30 AM 
Dominion Village: 9:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Service: 11:00 AM



 

 

Mardi Gras is French for Fat Tuesday.  Mardi Gras comes on the day before Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of Lent. The name comes from the ancient custom of parading a fat ox through Paris on this day.  The ox was 
to remind the people that they were not allowed to eat meat during Lent.  Lent runs from Ash Wednesday thru 
Easter Sunday. Mardi Gras is also known as Shrove Tuesday.  Shrove means to be forgiven one's sins. That 
name comes from the word shrive (meaning to confess, repent, and absolve) and is the custom of confessing 
on the day before Lent.  Mardi Gras or Shrove Tuesday can be anywhere between February 3rd and March 9th, 
depending on when Easter Sunday occurs. 
 

Shrove Tuesday is a reminder that Christians are entering a season of penance and was originally a solemn 
day. In the Middle Ages, especially in Northern Europe and England, it became the custom to confess one's sins 
on the day before Lent began in order to enter the penitential season in the right spirit. Christians used to 
abstained from all meat and items that came from animals, including butter, eggs, cheese, and fat. But over 
the centuries, in anticipation of the Lenten fast that would begin the next day, Shrove Tuesday took on a 
festive nature. 
 

French people who came to the United States brought the custom of Mardi Gras with them. The most famous 
Mardi Gras festival in the US (and perhaps the world) is in New Orleans in Louisiana. But Mardi Gras 
celebrations happen throughout the world.  Biloxi (Mississippi), Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), Nice (France), Binche 
(Belgium), and Viareggio (Italy) are just a few examples. Celebration, parades, music, food, and fun are all part 
of this day in the Mardi Gras tradition. 
 

Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday Customs: 
 In Southern Italy, people dress up in costumes and put on an ancient play during Mardi Gras. 
 In Rio de Janeiro, people dance in the streets. 
 In Nice, people wear giant masks in a parade. They look like a bunch of walking heads with tiny bodies. 
 In Binche, people dress in colorful clown costumes (the clowns are called gilles). The clowns wear 

bunches of ostrich feathers on their heads and dance in the streets.  They carry baskets of oranges, 
which they throw to the watching crowds. 

 In New Orleans, everyone dresses up in costumes for parades.  Trinkets, especially beads and 
doubloons, are tossed to the crowds from the parade floats.  The Mardi Gras colors are purple, green 
and gold. 

 In some countries Shrove Tuesday is known as Pancake Day, when people eat pancakes to remember 
that Christians used up their eggs, butter, and milk to make pancakes and other pastries before Lent. 
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