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Brick Laying
How are you liking this weather? ‘Rain, rain, go
away, come again another day,’ has taken on new
meaning this spring. I am beginning to have great
empathy (or is that sympathy) for the Pacific
Northwest. But would we really expect the weather
to be otherwise, given that the first exterior
construction project to the 1835 sanctuary building
in over 60 years is underway? Since the project
began on May 2, the old stoop, footings, and
sidewalk have been removed, new footings dug,
and concrete poured. Specialty bricks, made in the
same manner as the bricks used in the construction
of the church, should be arriving this week. Over
the last 181 years the original bricks have daily
presented a testimony to the skill and labor of the
masons who laid them. Soon new brick masons will
be at work, laying brick in the same Flemish bond
pattern that brick masons used in 1835, building
upon the work of people whose names have long
been forgotten.

think any of these criteria make a great church.
There is only one thing that can make a community
of faith great: its capacity to love. Paul steers us in
that direction in his conclusion in I Corinthians
13:13, “Faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
but the greatest of these is love.” I stumbled across
a quote I wish I had thought of from Dr. Haddon
Robinson that that sums up how important love is
to making a church great. Dr. Robinson said this:
“Love is that thing which, if a church has it, it
doesn’t really need much else, and if it doesn’t have
it, whatever else it has doesn’t really matter very
much.”
Brick and mortar make a building, but it is love that
makes a church. What bricks of love are we laying
today, to be built upon somewhere, sometime,
down the road?
Blessings,

~Pastor Richard

As members of this community of faith we gather
for worship and mission, standing in the footsteps
of men and women, some of whose names we can
remember, many that we cannot. But our purpose
is the same: to build a congregation that seeks to
serve God by serving the community. We all want
Olive Branch Christian Church to be a great church,
great in its witness, great in its mission.



But what makes a church great? Is it the things we
can see and touch, like the size of its buildings, or
the size of its membership, or the amount of high
tech sizzle it brought to worship? Could greatness
be defined by the size of a church’s budget? I don’t
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Report of the April 26, 2016
General Board Meeting
Olive Branch Christian Church is a
community of faith that is blessed by a
gracious and merciful Lord, a compassionate
pastor, and a large number of members and
friends who are willing to serve and have
the skills to serve effectively.



The Pastor has provided so much financial
support to individuals and families in need
this year that the Board authorized
$1,000.00 additional funding for his
discretionary community outreach fund.





A red attendance book is used to maintain
accurate attendance records for each weekly
worship service. Please make sure to sign it
and to check the appropriate blocks at the
side of your name. Our Church Clerk is
making every effort to keep track of our 640
members and friends.

The above activities are just a few examples of
the work of the Lord taking place in our
individual lives and in the life of His Church at
Olive Branch. So much more is going on. I’m
just thankful to be a part of this fellowship in
the Spirit.
There’s room for even more
ministries.
Take Care,



The Board approved a comprehensive and
detailed Stewardship and Finance Policy
document that was developed by that
committee.
The document provides
structure for proper accounting of all funds
under its purview. Any member can request
a copy.





The Board approved the membership of a
Financial Review Team which has already
completed its first review and provided
suggestions for even more efficient handling
of our finances.
On March 3, 2016, the Trustees signed a
Standard Form of Agreement with a
contractor to replace the stoop at the
Worship Center entrance.
That project
commenced on May 2.



The Elders, Deacons, Deaconesses are
providing extraordinary leadership in the
transition of our worship services to the
Educational Center.
Our attendance
remains consistent with previous Sundays.



We are on track to donate 5,000 items of
food to share with needy individuals and
families in the immediate vicinity.



The Our Day Out program has conducted 7
sessions since its beginning last October.
Attendance is averaging 7 and the number
of volunteer support is double the
attendance. Requests have been received
to open up the program to the community at
large. Our Church Secretary is the point of
contact for such applications.

The Board approved the membership of A
Youth Ministry Team.
That team is
developing a job description for a Youth
Minister at Olive Branch.
No grass is
growing under their feet!

~Fred

The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday,
June 7th at the Barber home.

~Dick & Betty Barber

SPECIAL FAMILY NIGHT ON JUNE 1st at 6:30
will present information on Samaritan’s Purse
Operation Christmas Child. Please join us!

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The Tuesday Circle met May 10th at
Interlude with 15 attending. It was nice to have
Irma with us while she is recovering at Interlude.
We again enjoyed a delicious lunch. All Olive Branch
women are such great cooks! We are tempted to
try each dish. Donna announced some upcoming
events. Elaine finished our study in Matthew.
Circle will start a new study in September, as we
will not be having the circle in the summer.
Have a great summer.
~Donna Haulsee

We had a wonderful time of fellowship and
togetherness on our retreat. Ask Lauren, Curtis or
Bryant about our time together. We have less than
50 days until our mission trip to Logan West
Virginia. The theme this summer is First Love. We
were unable to love: Unable to love God. Unable
to love others. But, God loved us anyway. Not with
a flimsy, only-when-it's-convenient, once-in-a-while
kind of love. But with a deep, all-of-the-time, forall-of-the kind of love. A love that takes root and
gives life. A love that fills us, changes us, flows
from us into the world. And so, we are able to
love: Able to love God. Able to love others. I can
not wait to learn, and serve God with love while on
our trip. Logan is located in the southwestern part
of the State. A sample schedule of a typical day is
the following:
7:00 am breakfast
8:00 am Devotions/quiet time
8:45 am Group Meeting and Prayer
9:00 am Depart for work sites
12:00 pm Lunch at site
3:30 pm Leave site-head to showers
5:30 pm Dinner
6:30 pm Evening activity
9:00 pm Large Group Gathering
10:00 pm Church Group Time
11:15 pm lights out (which is way past my bedtime)
Some of the work sites may include painting,
cleaning, yard work, or other simple work projects
or planning and leading kids’ programming in the
community---including Bible lessons, games, crafts,
reading, and sports-based programming.
Youthworks is asking for school supplies and
backpack donations. I will put a basket in our CYF
room if you would like to contribute.

~Abby Matschke

Monday CWF will meet on June 20, take a
vacation in July, and meet again on August 15,
each time at 7 PM in the Education Building.

~Carole Kerr

Church Family: Michael Ayers, Season Baker,
Jimmy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Connie Cason, David &
Gertie Duke, Judy Eley, Irma Gustafson, Lucy Hall,
Linda Hutton, Ruby Jones, Gail & Bob Key, David
Love, Naomi Marrow, Ryan Matschke, Paulette
Moyce, Bob & June Phillips, Ellen Sullivan, Jim
Thacker, Richard Thiel, Russell Waid, Sarah Waid,
Ellen Waite, Brenda White, Robert Wilkins

Family and Friends:
The professional and
volunteer women and men who protect and defend
us, All the folks involved at Farm Fresh on April
17th, Scott Anderson (Vicki Anderson’s nephew),
Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-in-law &
sister), Baby Zadie Loretta Brown (friend of Carol &
David Pitts), Dave & Donna Cooper (friends of Dave
Willard), Dorothy Cross (friend of Andy Bradshaw
and OBCC), Elizabeth Davis (Dale Teagle’s sister &
Dwayne Davis’ mom), Miss Elliott (friend of Gene &
Cheryl Johnson), Katharine Case Fournier Family
(Susan’s mother), John Friend (brother of Emily
Friend), Nicole Fuqua (Friend of Donald White),
Jackie Gardner (Bonnie Willard’s sister), Roy Griffith
(Nancy Griffith’s son), Joe Hamel (Stacey Mullins’
sister’s boyfriend), Rev. Richard Hedrick, Sr. Family
(FCC Petersburg), Carl Henley (friend of Gene &
Cheryl Johnson), Rev. Ron Hennis (Old Well CC
pastor), Jack Hill, (father of Cathy Wheatley), Billie
Huff (friend of Missy Harbour), Bill Iverson Family
(Friend of Norm Hall), Corbin Kray (Kay Ainsworth’s
great nephew), Matthew Minns (Russell & Sarah
Waid’s grandson), Joe Mullins (Lucy Hall’s brotherin-law), Terrie Neil (friend of Michelle Wright),
Kathryn-Kitty Petke Family (Phyllis Gardner’s sister),
Lisa Pipken (Sheila Yeatts’ sister), Bud Smith (son of
Larry & Louise Smith), Shannon Starmer, C.R.
Sullivan (Roy & Ellen Sullivan's son), Susan
Thompson (friend of Abby Matschke), Arnold
VanDyke (friend of OBCC), Vivian VanHolten (friend
of OBCC)

DON’T FORGET TO HUG A DAD!!
THEY ARE SPECIAL PEOPLE!!

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS
On November 21, 2015, we celebrated Bob
Gustafson’s 95th birthday with friends and family at
Olive Branch.
Born November 10, 1920, he
experienced the full spectrum of emotions during
his lifespan, but at his 95th birthday party, he stated
at the microphone that, “Today, I am the happiest
man alive!” Four months later, he would begin his
journey toward a destination far greater than one
can imagine. During his bouts in the hospital,
rehab, and ultimate hospice care, he was never
forgotten by his wonderful family at Olive Branch.
There are not words sufficiently eloquent fo express
my heartfelt and humble appreciation and thanks
for the countless notes, verbal expressions and
cards to Bob, as well as those during my hospital
confinement and journey toward return to health.
Never doubt that your prayers and love were, and
still are, felt.

~Irma Gustafson

Dearest All—
Your wonderful cards, phone calls, and precious
notes to Bob during his recent illness were so
greatly appreciated. You are all so generous with
your caring thoughts. It makes the body heal faster.
Knowing you were thinking of Bob and praying for
his recovery has been a special gift.
Love to you all

~ June & Bob Phillips

The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services this month.
The underlined passages are the primary
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons.
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SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders
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OPEN,
OPEN,
OPEN,
OPEN,

PLEASE SIGN UP IF YOU CAN

Bob Key, Gail Key
Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker
Donna Perger, Judy Eley
Joyce Allen, Landa Simmons

June 5 Lisa Day, Diana Love
Dave Love, Phillip Day
June 12 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin
Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts
June 19 Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams
Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher
June 26 Andrew Pfister, Harold Barker
Patty Barker, Lucy Hall

Deaconess
Nancy Griffith

OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

Jensens
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
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Deacons

Children’s Church
June
June
June
June

TBD
Psalm 5:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
1 Kings 19:9-15; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21
2 Kings 2:1-14; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15

01
03
03
06
08
11
12
12
14

Missy Harbour
Carole Kerr
Angela Key
Mason Jensen
Janet Neal
Jessica Morse
Allison Gonzalez
Tracie Heslink
Jim Hunt

16
17
20
25
27
30

Robert Hammack
Jane Vaught
Leland Williams
Gabriele Wolverton
Judy Eley
Susan Kohlman

WE WON FOR NAOMI!
Heartfelt thanks to all who voted for We Are in this
Fight Together inspired by Naomi Marrow and her
courageous battle with cancer. This poem won the
Daily Press contest.

~Clay Harrison

??
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17
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27

Dewayne Davis
Lauren McWilliams
Ralph & Tracey Hutton
Steve & Donna Perger
Tony Dickerson
Darrin McDaniel
Dave & Micki Meadows
Jim & Paula Thacker
Phillip & Lisa Day

DEACON HELPING PROJECT
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to
members who could use a little help…running an
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the
house.
Deacons serve…not just on Sundays.
Contact any of the deacons for help you need.

~Patty Barker

OUR DAY OUT
The fun, fellowship, food and faith continues as we
join together on the second Wednesday of each
month in the New Fellowship Hall. Participants from
age 20 to 104 enjoy the music, activities and crafts.
On June 8th our theme will be Summertime. Donna
Perger will has planned a craft involving sea shells
that you won’t want to miss. Steve Perger will join
us to show some of his beautiful iron work.

TOOLS SUNDAYS ON JUNE 5 & 12
Church World Service is there with tools, seeds, and
support for agricultural coops in rural, povertyprone communities. Using boats provided with help
from CWS, Ahmad Syarif and fellow members of the
Tolong Menolong Fishing group have strengthened
both their potential and resilience. These families
do not know how to prepare the soil and seedbeds
or develop organic pesticides. CWS is there with
support to teach and help develop kitchen gardens
to feed families.
With your donation of $5.00 in honor or memory of
your loved one (father, grandfather, son, brother,
friend), please give this Father’s Day from the
heart.

~In His Name…Sheila Yeatts, Missions

CWF ONGOING PROJECT NEEDS YOUR
HELP: CWF has established the PHP (personal
hygiene product) project to provide young women
at Toano and Warhill Schools with critically needed
personal items. Without these items, young women
are forced to stay out of school at certain times due
to lack of necessary PHPs. Donations toward this
ongoing project can be made by check (payable to
CWF with memo “for PHP” or by cash in an
envelope marked “for PHP”). Checks or cash (in an
envelope) can be given to the office, to any CWF
member, put in the plate, or mailed (checks only).

~Sheila Yeatts, Missions

Come join us! June 8th from 10 AM to 2 PM in the
New Fellowship Hall.

~In God’s Service,
~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator
Christy Jensen

SAVE THE DATES! Please consider giving
some time to help and participate in Vacation Bible
School from July 25-29, 2016. Ann Bradshaw is
looking for volunteers to help prepare materials and
volunteer during the VBS week. Contact her!
757-566-1257 or abradshaw456@gmail.com

Curtis Morse (Lafayette High School)
Kevin Waid (Lafayette High School)
Michael Heslink (B.A., High Point University)
Sawyer Smith (Nursery School)
Paige Hendricks (Doctoral Degree)

BLESSING BOX COLLECTION AND
DEDICATION SET FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 26TH
I hope that by now you are feeling the joy of the
daily use of your blessing boxes. Starting (or
continuing) the practice of thinking of your many
blessings, thanking God for them, and dropping
coins in your box brings many more blessings to
you as it fulfills a ministry that helps others see
God’s presence throughout this world. Blessing
boxes have long been a project of the Christian
Women’s Fellowship/Disciples Women. Funds raised
support work around the globe.
On Sunday, June 26th, boxes will be collected and
dedicated. We will then take the gifts to our CWF
Regional Women’s Retreat in July. If you do not

have a box, please see me or ask at the end of any
worship service for your box.
~Kay Ainsworth, CWF Missions
CWF TASTING PARTY NEWS
What a beautiful day we had for our Cook Book
Tasting Party on Saturday, May 14. Andy's Sunday
School Class Room was turned into a lovely
smorgasbord of delicious foods, drinks, flowers, and
fellowship. My personal thanks to all the chefs who
made their delicious dishes, the CWF ladies who
helped decorate, prepared the dishes, and lent their
time and talents to making the event a huge
success. A special thanks to Barb Schmidt who
made numerous calls and organized the list so that
our cookbook recipes were well represented. Our
CWF goal this year is to raise enough funds so that
we can make our kitchen more modern and
accessible, and the tasting gave us an additional
$375.00 towards our goal. Again, many thanks to
all who participated and/or donated to this most
delicious and worthy cause. Cookbooks are
available in the office. They make wonderful gifts!
CWF ladies are encouraged to invite a lady who
perhaps has not been to Kay Ainsworth's house for
our CWF June pot luck dinner social. The date is
Monday June 6th at 6:30. For more information
please contact Kay, Shirley, or Marney.
The Christian Women's Retreat will be July 15-17.
We will be car-pooling from the church and hope
that we will have a nice contingent of ladies to
represent OBCC. Please give me a call for more
information. (757-229-1423 or 757-880-2545).

I feel especially blessed being a part of this church
family and say a special prayer every day thanking
God for directing me here.
Every year we
experience highs and lows and having this
wonderful OBCC family eases the painful ones and
enhances the joyous ones.
Feel his love and then give his love to others. May
God be always be with you.
Sincererly,

~Marney Brickhouse, CWF President

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
The Class for People Who Don't Attend Sunday
School has a new topic for June: "Why Did Jesus
Die?" The most common answer is "to save us
from our sins." Over the past two thousand years,
Christians have answered the question in other,
different, and varied ways. Using hymns from our
Chalice Hymnal and New Testament scriptures we
will take a look at the different ways people of faith
have understood the death of Jesus in the past
2000 years. Everyone is welcome; during stoop
construction the class meets in the old fellowship
hall in the basement of the sanctuary building.

~Landa Simmons

TOOL SUNDAY COMING ON JUNE 5 & 12
Order forms will be included in bulletins on June 5
& 12. In recognition of OBCC’s support of the
Church World Service, a tool may be purchased for
$5.00 each In Honor or Memory Of your Father,
Grandfather, or another special person(s) in your
life. Order forms and checks (made out to Olive
Branch Christian Church) or cash should be turned
in no later than Tuesday, June 13th. Please put
your order and money in an envelope and place in
the offering plate or turn in to the church office.
The Tools+ Program is a special mission
opportunity to assist people in need around the
world. Each $5.00 donation for a tool will let
people know…”God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble”. (Psalm 46:1).
In His Name,

Sheila Yeatts

GET READY FOR THE
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX
PROJECT

The Origins of Flag Day

That the flag of the United States shall be of thirteen stripes of alternate red and white,
with a union of thirteen stars of white in a blue field, representing the new constellation.
This was the resolution adopted by the Continental Congress on June 14, 1777. The resolution was made
following the report of a special committee which had been assigned to suggest the flag’s design.
A flag of this design was first carried into battle on September 11, 1777, in the Battle of the Brandywine. The
American flag was first saluted by foreign naval vessels on February 14, 1778, when the Ranger, bearing
the Stars and Stripes and under the command of Captain Paul Jones, arrived in a French port. The flag first
flew over a foreign territory in early 1778 at Nassau, Bahama Islands, where Americans captured a
British fort.
Observance of the adoption of the flag was not soon in coming, however. Although there are many claims to
the first official observance of Flag Day, all but one took place more than an entire century after the flag’s
adoption in 1777. The first claim was from a Hartford, Conn., celebration during the first summer of 1861.
In the late 1800s, schools all over the United States held Flag Day programs to contribute to the
Americanization of immigrant children, and the observance caught on with individual communities.
The most recognized claim, however, comes from New York. On June 14, 1889, Professor George Bolch,
principal of a free kindergarten for the poor of New York City, had his school hold patriotic ceremonies to
observe the anniversary of the Flag Day resolution. This initiative attracted attention from the State Depar
tment of Education, which arranged to have the day observed in all public schools thereafter.
Soon the state legislature passed a law making it the responsibility of the state superintendent of public schools
to ensure that schools hold observances for Lincoln’s Birthday, Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day and Flag
Day. In 1897, the governor of New York ordered the displaying of the flag over all public buildings in the state,
an observance considered by some to be the first official recognition of the anniversary of the adoption of the
flag outside of schools.
Another claim comes from Philadelphia. In 1893, the Society of Colonial Dames succeeded in getting a
resolution passed to have the flag displayed on all of the city’s public buildings. Elizabeth Duane Gillespie, a
direct descendant of Benjamin Franklin and the president of the Colonial Dames of Pennsylvania, that same
year tried to get the city to call June 14 Flag Day. Resolutions by women were not granted much notice,
however, and it was not until May 7, 1937, that Pennsylvania became the first state to establish the June 14
Flag Day as a legal holiday. Flag Day is a nationwide observance today, but Pennsylvania is the only state
that recognizes it as a legal holiday.
Bernard J. Cigrand, a school teacher in Waubeka, Wisconsin, reportedly spent years trying to get Congress to
declare June 14 as a national holiday. Although his attempts failed, the day was widely observed. “Fat
her of Flag Day” honors have been given to William T. Kerr, who was credited with founding the American Flag
Day Association in 1888 while still a schoolboy in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Both President Wilson, in 1916, and President Coolidge, in 1927, issued proclamations asking for June 14 to be
observed as the National Flag Day. But it wasn’t until August 3, 1949, that Congress approved the national
observance, and President Harry Truman signed it into law.
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