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HELP NEEDED !!!
Children Worship & Wonder. It is a wonderful and
exciting way of faith formation, where children have
the opportunity to hear Bible stories and form
responses out of their own life experiences. Using a
Montessori-influenced program, children learn the
meaning of church traditions and participate in
worship practices. It can be used with children as
young as three years old. It is my hope that this will
become the core of our children’s church program.
And thanks to God’s providence, a training session
for this program is planned for August 12-13, just
up the road from us at the Ashland Christian
Church.

I don’t know if your parents ever said this to you,
but when I was young my folks always told me
that, if I wanted something, I would have to ask for
it. In my stubbornness and anger, I would respond
to them with, “Then I don’t want anything!” I
wasn’t about to play that game. But later I
understood that they were trying to teach me a
lesson in how to actually ask for the thing I needed.
They wanted me to avoid a habit of just hinting at
what I needed, but never actually asking for it.
I think all of us can feel that pain. After all, how
many of us enjoy asking for help? Not many.
Somewhere we learned that asking for help is a
sign of weakness, so we cling to the illusion that “I
can do everything myself,” even if the truth is that
we can’t. Perhaps, we think asking for help shows
that we are incompetent or incapable. But the truth
is, seeking help means none of those things. It is a
normal part of life, that no matter how competent,
skilled, or capable we are – we are all going to need
some help. The sooner we accept that fact of life,
the more comfortable we will be.

But I can’t do it by myself. I need help. But, more
importantly, our children need help. Significant
training is required to learn this approach. It will
take a commitment of time. But it will also deepen
your faith and help you to find joy in teaching our
children. So, will you help? The deadline for
registration is the end of July. I will be waiting,
hoping, to hear from you. Because I need some
help!
Blessings,

~Pastor Richard

So why should we ask for help? In order that a
problem can be solved, a new skilled learned, and
new relationships established. Which brings me to
the point of this article: I need some help.
I need help in implementing a program for our kids
here at Olive Branch. I need a group of adults who
would like to be trained in a program designed by
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) called

1

AT ITS BEST
Olive Branch, at its best, wills to trust the Spirit of
God to guide and to shape its future. This word
from God came through Steve Hall as he played
“Sometimes Alleluia.”
Oh let us lift our voices,
Look toward the sky and start to sing
Oh let us now return His love,
Just let our voices ring
Oh let us feel His presence,
Let the sound of praises fill the air
Oh let us sing the song of Jesus' love,
To people everywhere.

The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on
Tuesday, July 12th at the Vicki Anderson home
at 18400 Richardson Rd., Barhamsville. Everyone
is invited for food, fellowship, and fun learning.
The topic is How to Grow Older as a Christian.
Lots of discussion. Get directions from Vicki:
(757) 566-1804 or Barbers, (757) 565-0388.
Hope to see you!

~Dick & Betty Barber

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SET FOR JULY 31ST!
Bring your packed boxes that day. Make the pile
huge! Make the smiles big across the world! The
church will be decorated for Christmas.

Chorus
Sometimes Alleluia,
Sometimes Praise The Lord
Sometimes Gently Singing,
Our Hearts In One Accord
Oh let our joy be unconfined,
Let us sing with freedom unrestrained
Let's take this feeling that we're feeling now,
Outside these walls and let it rain.
Oh let the Spirit overflow,
as we are filled from head to toe.
We love you Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
and we want this world to know.
Chorus
“Our hearts in one accord” means hanging in
there, even when things are not going smoothly in
your own life. It means trusting God and his love
when others do not seem to love us. It means
keeping in the fellowship even when the fellowship
sometimes doesn’t understand that what we think is
best or is right. It means judge not, for God alone
is judge. It means not giving up on worship when
there are many other summer activities to take up
our time.
Our hearts in one accord takes precedence over
anything else. Amen. Make it so Lord, Jesus.
Take Care,

~Fred

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Circle will start a new study in September, as we
will not be having the circle in the summer.
Have a great summer.
~Donna Haulsee
CWF NEWS
CWF ladies met at the home of Kay Ainsworth for
our June dinner meeting. The food was delicious,
the view over the river and all of the beautiful
flowers, lovely birds, and cute little rabbits made a
wonderful setting for a delightful evening of
fellowship and spiritual renewal. We have been
really blessed in all of our endeavors including the
OBCC cook books which are still available. The
monies from the sales are going to be used to
upgrade our kitchen in the new Fellowship building.
Thanks again to all those who participated in the
tasting party which was a lot of fun and we will
have again for those who missed it.
I would encourage all who are interested in going
to the CWF Retreat in Lynchburg (July 15-17) to
contact me if you need registration information.
We will meet at the church and car pool which in
itself is always fun and a chance to get to know
each other better.
Our CWF Fall Luncheon will be held Sat October
15th and soon we will have tickets available. We
will be having a raffle for the beautiful handmade
afghan and queen size quilt so get your dollars
ready.

Again may I say thanks to all of you who quickly
respond to the request for food and help for the
various functions here at Olive Branch. Families
who gather for the passing of a loved one, a
birthday or anniversary celebration, or a special
holiday are always so appreciative of the delicious
and abundant table set out for them. Many, many
thanks!!!!!!!!!
My prayer for everyone is to have a beautiful, safe,
and blessed summer. God has provided us with an
abundance of sunshine and rain which has given
the flowers and trees an especially lovely radiance.
By the way, I think the watermelons are really
sweet this year perhaps because of the rain.
May God Bless You Always

~Marney Brickhouse, CWF President

And we are off to make a difference and enrich our
lives by helping others with the guidance of God. It
saddens me that Curtis will not be able to attend.
But, I know he is still growing in his faith journey
while at home. Our envelope campaign is going
strong. I am not sure as of this writing if I am
going to get a pie or not. Remember all envelopes
have to be turned in by July 3rd. Bryant, Lauren,
and I worked on the playground. We brushed off
the spider webs and wiped down the handrails. It
really needs to be power washed yearly. We shall
plan on a slide show sometime in July. We meet
July 10, 24th.

~Abby Matschke

us, the victims & families involved in the Orlando
tragedy, John Altizer (friend of OBCC), Mike & Betty
Boley (Cleve’s brother-in-law & sister), John Borrer
(son-in-law of Bob & Gail Key), Kyle Dingus (Friend
of Cleve & Michelle Wright), Lexi Extine (friend of
Cheryl Johnson), Buddy Halloman (friend of
Harbours), Chuck & Susan Hovemeyer (Debbie
Hayden Family), Jennifer McCall (friend of Michelle
Wright), Carol Pitts (friend of OBCC), Howard
Thackston (Cheryl Johnson's sister's son-in-law),
David Waite (son of Ellen Waite), Barbara Waltrip
(sister of Connie Cason), Bill Willis Family (friends of
Jensens), Youthworks (mission team)

The prayer list has been reset. If there is any name
that needs to be added to the list, please call the
office. Any name will be happily added.

A thank you to our OBCC friends:
David is doing better. Thanks for your thoughts &
prayers, cards and calls. I am hanging in there. It’s
so wonderful to see and know the Lord has
answered our prayers.
God bless you all!

~David & Gertie Duke

My son has come through his procedures
successfully, although with a few bumps along the
way. His quality of life is greatly improved as a
result. He now has more energy, appetite, and a
voice again. I am grateful for the caring, concern
and prayers of the OBCC family. I will remain in
Texas for some time.
~Ellen Waite

Children’s Church
Monday CWF will take a vacation in July and
meet again on August 15 at 7 PM in the Education
Building.

~Carole Kerr

Church Family: Pat Allred, Duie Brantley, Lena
Jeffries, David Love, Naomi Marrow, Jim Thacker,
Richard Thiel, Sarah Waid, Virginia Dare Waltrip
Family and Friends:
The professional and
volunteer women and men who protect and defend
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Nancy Griffith
Bradshaws
Mike, Susan, & Chris Hall
OPEN
Naomi & Karen Marrow

PLEASE SIGN UP IF YOU CAN

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS
The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services this month.
The underlined passages are the primary
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons.
July 3 Luke 17:5-6; Job 1:1-22
July 10 Luke 17:20-21;
Job 3:1-0, 7:11-21
July 17 John 12:24-26; Job 19:23-27
July 24 TBD
July 31 TBD

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders
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Ann Bradshaw, Andy Bradshaw
Fred Rothermel, Robbie Robertson
Jane Hatcher, Will Hatcher
Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker
David Love, Diana Love
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Charles (Steve) White
Brenda
White
Rev. Richard
Cline
Robbi
Hutton
Hugh (JR)
Powell, Jr
Chuck
Walker
Elizabeth (Mrs. Wayne) Jones
Robert (Bob) Key
Dylan
Meadows
Haley
Creech
Berta (Jeanette) McWilliams
Richard (Dick) Bradshaw
Robert (Will)
Hatcher
Craig
Swanenburg
Carolyn
Hunt
Jacob
Hammack
Cara
Nice
Paula
Thacker
Bonnie (Mrs. Dave) Willard
Ralph
Hutton
Michael
Ayers
Lindsay
Huntsinger
David (Dave) Meadows
David
Wolverton
Richard (Dick) Barber
Donald
White
Allison
Bell
Beverly (Bev) Engbersen
Jason
Waltrip
John
Waltrip

03
06
14
30

Will & Jane
Richard & Ann
Andy & Ann
Todd & Pam

Deacons
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31

Janet Neal, Kevin Waid,
Josh Fulgham, Harold McKeel
Linda Garrett, Steve Garrett,
Maralyn Carr, Cindy Robertson
Lisa Day, Diana Love,
David Love, Phillip Day
Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin,
Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts
Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams,
Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher

Deaconess
Vicki Anderson

Hatcher
Cline
Bradshaw
Anderson

DEACON HELPING PROJECT
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to
members who could use a little help…running an
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the
house.
Deacons serve…not just on Sundays.
Contact any of the deacons for help you need.

~Patty Barker

OUR DAY OUT
The fun, fellowship, food and faith continues as we
join together on the second Wednesday of each
month in the New Fellowship Hall. Participants from
age 20 to 104 enjoy the music, activities and crafts.
On July 13th we will meet to enjoy a summer picnics
and BBQs theme.
Come join us! July 13th from 10 AM to 2 PM in the
New Fellowship Hall.

~In God’s Service,

~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator

~Christy Jensen, ODO Coordinator

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS UPON US!
It is not too late to help and participate in Vacation
Bible School from July 25-29, 2016. Ann
Bradshaw is looking for volunteers to help prepare
materials and volunteer during the VBS week.
Contact her by phone at 757-566-1257 or e-mail at
abradshaw456@gmail.com.
Registration
is
available online and by application found in
this newsletter. Look for the article here, too.
CWF ONGOING PROJECT STILL NEEDS
YOUR HELP: CWF has established the PHP
(personal hygiene product) project to provide young
women at Toano and Warhill Schools with critically
needed personal items. Without these items, young
women are forced to stay out of school at certain
times due to lack of necessary PHPs. Donations
toward this ongoing project can be made by check
(payable to CWF with memo “for PHP” or by cash in
an envelope marked “for PHP”). Checks or cash (in
an envelope) can be given to the office, to any CWF
member, put in the plate, or mailed (checks only).

~Sheila Yeatts, Missions

THE CHRISTIAN WOMEN'S RETREAT will
be July 15-17. We will be car-pooling from the
church and hope that we will have a nice contingent
of ladies to represent OBCC. Please give me a call
for more information. (757-229-1423 or 757-8802545).
Feel his love and then give his love to others. May
God be always be with you.
Sincererly,

~Marney Brickhouse, CWF President

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
On Sunday, August 7th at both services, Dave and
Diana Love's daughter and family (Shelley, Abby
and Jake) will be returning for their third annual
music performance at OBCC. You definitely won't
want to miss Jake, the drummer. We hope you all
can make it.

~Diana Love

OUR FOOD SHARING BASKETS
(Needful Things)
Food insecurity never goes on vacation for the 400
neighborhood families we serve with the food
donations you place in our food sharing baskets.
During the summer months food insecurity
increases for those families we serve who have
school age children. The school supplemental food
programs are not available to these children until
they return to school in September. Your food
donations are a year round blessing to the families
we serve. However, during the summer months
additional food donations help mitigate the
increased needs these families confront daily.
When our food sharing baskets over flow with your
contributions, it is a glorifying display of your
individual and corporate kindness….Fruit of the
Spirit. We are thankful for your faithfulness!!!

~Jane & Will Hatcher

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS
Two of our church members are involved in
missions this summer through internships. Kelsey
Creech is in Daytona Beach, Florida, working with
Youthworks. Taylor Cline is in Abingdon, Virginia,
working with Highlands Fellowship Church. Please
keep Kelsey and Taylor in your prayers as they
serve God by working with God’s people!

The Olive Branch
MONDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP

Matthew 18:19 "Again I say to you that if two of you

agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will
be done for them by My Father in heaven."

Hi All,

Olive Branch Christian Church has a Prayer Group
that cares about you and wants to share your
burdens. We meet every Monday at 10:00 am in
Andy's Sunday School room as we make your
requests known to God, partnering with Him to pray
His will for your life or situation.

MISSION MEMO:

I have settled into my summer home, Grace
Episcopal Church, in Port Orange Florida and am
well into my second week of hosting teenagers.
Only a short mile from the beach and neighboring
the tourist-heavy Daytona Beach, the church is
beautiful, accommodating, and incredibly willing to
help my team of four in any way we need. God is
indeed alive here in Florida, and I have no doubt
that he prepared this place for our mission work.

We invite you to come and join with us as we step
out in faith, believing Him for an answer to our
prayers for our families, our church, the nation and
the world.

Since arriving in Port Orange nearly 4 weeks ago, I
have served in a soup kitchen, led high schoolers
into worship, and met a host of incredible youth
who have taught me as much if not more about
God’s love than I have taught them. God is using
our youth and my team to extend a hand of love to
the communities of developmentally disabled and
homeless people here, and it is a beautiful thing to
witness His work so up close and personal.

~OBCC Prayer Team

GOOD NEWS FROM MUNGELI HOSPITAL:
On June 16th, Christian Hospital Mungeli celebrated
the dedication of their new mobile clinic, a gift from
the American people through USAID ASHA (United
States Agency for International Development, Office
of American Schools and Hospitals Abroad).
Raymond Jennings of USAID ASHA came from
Washington, DC, to cut the ribbon.

In the midst of all His work, God is challenging me.
He’s placed me with a team that challenges me to
rethink many of my secular beliefs. I’m learning
about ways of living other than my own and even
adopting many of their practices. I’m growing in my
ability to put my trust in God and to feel His peace
even when things are falling apart around me. God
is constantly showing up for me and constantly
reaffirming that no matter what the situation is, He
holds it in His hands, and He will pull us through.
Youthworks has instructed us to find prayer
warriors for ourselves and for our team, and I
thought that my church family back at Olive Branch
were the right ones to call upon. So, if you’re
interested in receiving a weekly update and prayer
request email from me, please email me at
creechkelsey@gmail.com . If you would like to send
encouraging notes or care packages, please send
them to the following address:
Kelsey Creech
Youthworks
4110 S Ridgewood Ave
Port Orange, FL 32127
I look forward to hearing from you.
Blessings and Love,

~Kelsey Creech

6

The Olive Branch
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016

Getting to Know Jesus
July 25–29 Dinner at 5:30 Lessons 6:00–8:00
VBS children’s lessons will focus on Jesus’ teachings
that God loves us and we are to share that love
with others. We have fun activities being planned.
Abby and Michael, Jane Hatcher, and Landa
Simmons have put together some awesome crafts
to be completed each night, and music will include
some old favorite songs that everyone can sing.
Thanks to the CWF’s own master kitchen staff,
directed by Sheila Yeatts and Marney Brickhouse,
dinner and snacks will be provided every night.
Everyone is invited to join in our program this year
from our youngest to our oldest students. Please
come and invite neighbors and friends to come too.
Registration forms are available in this newsletter,
on Sundays on a table in the NFH, and on the OBCC
website.
SUMMER FUN: A class for people who don't
go to Sunday School will be self-taught by members
in July and August. They will be using the book,
Banned Questions About the Bible edited by
Disciples pastor, Christian Piatt. The class meets at
9:45 in the old fellowship hall in the sanctuary
building.

TWO OF OUR OWN TO PREACH
One of the most important roles we have as a
community of faith is to nurture each other,
particularly our youth and young adults. We are
blessed as a congregation to have two of our young
adults who have felt the call to Christian Ministry:
Josh Fulgham and Tyler Hutton. During the month
of July we will have an opportunity to recognize
their calling. Josh will be preaching as part of our
worship service on July 24. Tyler will be preaching
during worship on July 31. Be sure to come out and
give them your support!

~Pastor Richard
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Virginia boasts 6 major National Parks….at
Manassas, Fredericksburg, Shenandoah, Richmond,
Appomattox, and Williamsburg/James City/York.
More Virginia national park sites are found at the
Arlington House, Blue Ridge Parkway, Yorktown
Battlefield, Poplar Grove National Cemetery, George
Washington Birthplace National monument, Claude
Moore Colonial Farm, Arlington House, Green
Springs, Cedar Creek & Belle Grove, Cumberland,
Great Falls, Appalachian Trail, Wolf Trap, Prince
William Forest Park and Great Falls Park, among
others.
NATIONAL PARKS CELEBRATE 100 YEARS:
Congress established Yellowstone National Park in
the Territories of Montana and Wyoming in 1872
"as a public park or pleasuring-ground for the
benefit and enjoyment of the people" Forty-four
years later, President Woodrow Wilson created the
National Park Service on August 25, 1916…..100
years ago.
In the following years, the United States authorized
additional national parks and monuments, many of
them carved from the federal lands of the West.
When established, the Department of the Interior
was responsible for protecting the 35 national parks
and monuments then managed by the department
and those yet to be established. They are charged
to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic
objects and the wild life….and to provide for their
enjoyment in such manner as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.
The National Park System of the United States now
comprises more than 400 areas covering more than
84 million acres in 50 states, the District of
Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico,
Saipan, and the Virgin Islands.
Additions to the National Park System are now
generally made through acts of Congress, but the
President has authority to proclaim national
monuments on lands already under federal
jurisdiction.
Today more than 20,000 National Park Service
employees care for America's 400+ national parks
and work with communities across the nation to
help preserve local history and create close-tohome recreational opportunities.

Many national monuments, memorials, trails,
seashores, and refuges are also found across
Virginia.
Summer is vacation and travel time. How many of
Virginia’s national sites have you visited?

GETTING
AWAY
FROM IT
ALL

Have you ever taken a vacation? Have you ever gone to the mountains? It is so very
quiet and peaceful there…you see beautiful trees, lakes and rivers, many different
animals; and hear many quiet sounds…bubbling noises made by the waters in rivers and
streams, birds chirping, the wind in the trees, small animals running through the leaves
in the fall when the leaves are on the ground. The quietness helps you to rest.
Everyone needs to get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. For parents it
may mean they need a break from work. Even children need to get away from school
work and all the activities they are involved in. We all need to get away and rest; it
helps us to do better when we go back to work and school.
Did you know that even Jesus said that we sometimes need to take time off to catch up
on our rest? One day the disciples went to Jesus and told him how busy they
were…teaching and ministering to the needs of the people. “There have been so many
people coming and going that we sometimes don’t have enouth time to stop and eat,”
they told Jesus. “Come with me to a quiet place so that you can get some rest,” Jesus
said to the disciples. So the Bible tells us tht they got in a boat and went away with
Jesus to a quiet place.
LET’S PRAY: Dear Father, we thank you for work, for play, and for school. We also
thank you for those times when we can get away from it all—and get some rest. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Scripture: The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done
and taught. Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not
even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet
place and get some rest." So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.
Mark 6:30-32 (NIV)

The Olive Branch
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Bible School 2016 Is Coming!!!
WHAT: Getting to Know Jesus
VBS children’s lessons will focus on Jesus’ teachings that God loves us
and we are to share that love with others.
WHEN: July 25 to July 29

TIME:

5:30 to 8:00 pm

WHERE: Olive Branch Christian Church; 7643 Richmond Rd; Williamsburg, VA 23188
Dinner will be at 5:30 pm followed by classes and activities from 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Classes will be held for preschoolers (age 3 to those who will enter kindergarten), those who will enter
grades 1 - 3, grades 4 - 6, middle school, and high school. There will also be an adult class. A nursery will be provided
for volunteers whose children are under 2 years old.

HOW TO REGISTER:

Fill out the form below and return it to the church office or just drop it in the offering plate on
Sunday morning. Online submission is available at www.ob-cc.org.
________________________________________

Bible School 2016
Registrant Name (s)__________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________________
Phone number _____________________________ E-Mail _____________________________
Class (Please circle)

Preschool (age 3 to those who will enter kindergarten in the fall)
Students who will enter grades 1 – 3 in the fall
Students who will enter grades 4 – 6 in the fall
Students who will enter Middle school in the fall
Students who will enter High School in the fall
Adult

Parent/Guardian Name _______________________________________________________________
Phone number, □ same as above or

_________________________________________________

Church affiliation ________________________________________________
IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY IS THERE ANOTHER PERSON WE CAN CONTACT?
Name ___________________________________________Relationship_______________________
Phone Number(s) ___________________________________________________________________
Allergies □ NONE KNOWN or list_________________________________________________________
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