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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
John & Ruby McPhee, who have been attending
services for some time, have officially joined the
Olive Branch Family. They look forward to
continuing to give their love and attention to this
church family.

Don’t ask me how, but this knowledge pushed me
to make a connection with our calling as Disciples of
Christ. When we confess Jesus as Lord, we are also
saying that Jesus should be able to be seen in our
lives, in our words, and in our actions. For, as Paul
said in the book of Acts, in Christ “we live, and
move, and have our being.”

NOW HOW DO YOU SPELL IT?
Last month we received a gift from Irma Gustafson------a new musical instrument. It was given to our
congregation in memory of her husband, Robert
Gustafson. I miss Bob. Not a Sunday goes by that I
don’t think of Bob singing with the choir, helping
Irma with all sorts of items related to the music
ministry of Olive Branch, and always greeting me
with a firm handshake and a nice, deep “Hello,
Richard.” I think this gift is certainly one Bob would
have approved.

So how good are we reproducing Christ? Are our
lives simply a synthesis of keeping only that which
we agree with from what we have heard and been
taught? Or are we striving, in a way only the Holy
Spirit can provide, to live, talk, and act like the real
thing? Just some things to think about on the way
to dedicating a gift to the honor of God and in
memory of a loved one and friend.
May the sounds we make with this musical gift be
glorious notes of praise to God. And may our lives
not be clanging symbols, but be full and real
reflections of God’s love, lived in connection with all
God’s people.
Blessings,

So what is the gift? It is a Yamaha Clavinova. Some
might refer to it as an electronic keyboard, but that
is far too simple a description. It can reproduce the
sounds of all styles of pianos and organs, along
with some other instruments. If you were in church
last Sunday, you heard it being played. We have
placed it in the chancel area next to the organ. And,
I might add, that Steve looks very comfortable
sitting behind it!

~Pastor Richard

In learning about this Clavinova, I found out that it
contains within its digital memory actual recordings
of the different notes that real pianos and organs
have made, from spinet pianos to concert grands,
even to cathedral organs. So when a key is played,
the note is not a synthesis of a sound, but a
recorded note.

There is a hidden causality below the surface of
human events which governs the order and
significance of each circumstance. We, like the
people of God of old, might not see it because it is
God working his purposes out, not ours.
For instance:
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Rahab was a prostitute who was brought
into the linage of Jesus Christ. She believed
what the spies said and trusted the God
that they told her about.
Tamar, the Canaanite, offered herself as a
prostitute to Judah, the fourth son of Jacob
and Leah, and bore his twins, Pharez and
Zerah. They were all ancestors of David
and in the lineage of Jesus.
Ruth was a young woman from Moab. She
was the great-grandmother of David and,
according to Matthew, an ancestress of
Jesus.
A Canaanite woman from Galilee came to
Jesus about the demon-possession of her
daughter, and her daughter was healed at
that time.
A Greek woman pleaded with Jesus to cast
the devil out of her daughter. And when
she arrived back at her house, she found
her daughter well.

In all five of these circumstances, God did some
individual works which accomplished his plans for
later times. If this is true back then, it is still going
on today.
So it is that:
 the new fellowship hall was renovated
 parking pads built for improved access
 a much used classroom was renovated
 Our Day Out impacts a growing number of
participants and staff
 alternative worship services are conducted
each Sunday
 a new stoop adds appeal to our Worship
Center
 an exciting curriculum was fully donated for
a new youth program
 a search team is being led by the Lord to
find a Minister to Youth
 a new clavinova was donated to our church
 a team is evaluating all current musical
instruments for feasibility of maintenance
and placement where needed
 a team continues to develop a facilities
improvement plan

What’s ahead we don’t know, but God has a plan
for Olive Branch.
The Lord is providing the
resources, both human and financial, to support the
above projects. The Lord is not waiting for any of
us to discern what has happened, what is
happening or what will happen. Let’s just keep
taking on the opportunities that come our way and
do everything for the glory of God.
Take Care,

~Fred

The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on
Tuesday, September 6th at the home of Vicki
Anderson. Everyone is invited for food,
fellowship, and fun learning.
Hope to see you!

~Dick & Betty Barber

CWF NEWS
Fall is almost upon us and CWF ladies are going to
be busy, busy, busy. Monday night, Sept 12th, we
will be having our pot luck evening dinner and
welcome family & friends. Please come and join us
for evening of good food, fellowship, and
entertainment.
Once a year we have a fund raiser so that we can
continue our mission works at home, state, country,
and abroad. This year we are having our Fall
Luncheon on Saturday, October 15th, at 11:00 in
the New Fellowship Hall. A smorgasbord of soups,
salads, and delicious pies will be there for your
dining pleasure.
You don't want to miss the
country store. Shirley is encouraging all talented
ladies to get their beautiful creations to her as soon
as possible. Shelia is collecting items for the Silent
Auction, which will include some beautiful
handmade quilts by our own Diana Love. Gayle
and Angie are manning the bake goods table and,
might I mention that Nancy's peanut brittle,
Carole's mini cakes, Louise's cookies, and Barb's
bread are just a few of the goodies that you won't
want to pass up.
This year at the luncheon we will also have a
special basket drawings and raffle for the beautiful
afghan made by Carole Kerr and a gorgeous
handmade quilt by the CWF ladies that Karen tells
me is just lovely. Raffle tickets are available now
from CWF members. They are $1 each.

Luncheon tickets are $20….also available from CWF
members. Please put this date on your calendar and
come and join us.
I would also like to say a special thanks to everyone
who answers my call for food, help, donations,
prayers, and love. It has been said many times,
but it is so true God is Good….All the time…and so
are all of you.
May God Bless You Always

~Marney Brickhouse, CWF President

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday Morning Circle will start a new study in
September, as we return from our summer break.
Have a great summer.
~Donna Haulsee
Monday CWF will meet September 19th at 7 PM
in the Education Building.

~Carole Kerr

We shared a meal and our video from our mission
trip on July 31st. If you were not able to attend
and would like to see it, please ask me. I have it
stored on my phone. The wall of envelopes was a
huge success! Thank you for all of your support.
We raised $5,082.00. We donated $1,200.00 to
the CWF to help with the kitchen. (We all
benefit from the kitchen.) I am still searching for a
bench for the playground area. Ten envelopes
were not turned in, so I did not receive a pie,
although Pastor Richard and Hunter Creech were
trying hard to change the rules.
Our yard sale is set for October 1 from 8AM – 1PM.
We will start taking items on September18.
We will meet on September 4th and 18th.

~Abby Matschke

Church Family: Pat Allred, Duie Brantley, Jackie
Gardner (Bonnie Willard’s sister), Lucy Hall, Norm
Harbour, Lena Jeffries, Ruby Jones, Evelyn Kirby,
David Love, Naomi Marrow, Dallas & Joann Mitchell,
Jim Thacker, Richard Thiel, Sarah Waid, Virginia
Dare Waltrip
Family and Friends:
The professional and
volunteer women and men who protect and defend

us, the victims & families involved in the Orlando
tragedy, John Altizer (friend of OBCC), Joe Barnes,
(neighbor of Gene & Cheryl Johnson), Mike & Betty
Boley (Cleve’s brother-in-law & sister), Dean
Bowden (friend of Dave Willard), Griffin Clark
Family (son of Kenny/Cindy Clark, grandson of
Donna Clark), Betty Darlin (Gertie Duke’s sister),
David Fletcher (Lisa Johnson’s father), Buddy
Halloman (friend of Harbours), Jim Haynes Family
(Marney Brickhouse’s brother in law), Chuck &
Susan Hovemeyer (Debbie Hayden Family), Marie
Jachkowski Family (Andy Bell’s Aunt), Albert
Kalaskas Family (father of Alice Allred, grandfather
of Alex & Sarah), Darrell King (friend of Ruskeys),
Katy Loy (Friend of Pastor Richard), Holly McGowan
Family (friends of Karen Barrow), Willie Ann Mullins
Family (Norm Hall’s sister), Joyce Perger (Steve
Perger’s mother), Pam Saunders (Jim & Paula
Thacker’s daughter), Robert Scheels (friend of
Cheryl & Gene Johnson), Jean Smock (wife of
former Pastor, Rev. Bob Johnson), Grace Stahl
(Gertie Duke’s great granddaughter), Judy Stewart
(friend of Barkers), David Waite (son of Ellen
Waite), Barbara Waltrip (sister of Connie Cason),
Mary Ruth Thorpe Family, (Pam Williams’ mother),
Bill Willis Family (friends of Jensens)

To my Congregation and friends,
I would like to express my gratitude for the
abundant cards, phone calls, and visits. They are,
and have been, a comfort in this difficult time of
recovery. The most invaluable asset one could have
is the gift of a Church family. It is incomparable and
one I could not imagine being without. You are not
only the source of my strength and sustenance, but
for many in their time of need.
Words are often inadequate, so I simply say thank
you for your devotion and moral support.
Blessings, ~Norm Harbour

The Olive Branch Family extends its
condolences to the Mary Ruth Thorpe Family.
Mary was Pam Williams’ mother. Services were
held on August 31 at Olive Branch.

The Olive Branch Family extends its
condolences to the Jim Haynes Family. Jim was
Marney Brickhouse’s brother in law. He died on
August 28, in Toano.
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SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS
The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services this month.
The underlined passages are the primary
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons.
September 4 Luke 14:25-33; Genesis 1:26-31
September 11 1 Timothy 1:12-17;
Genesis 2:4-7, 15-17, 3:1-8
September 18 1 Timothy 2:1-7;
Genesis 15:1-16
September 25 1 Timothy 6:6-19;
Genesis 37:3-8. 17-22, 26-34, 50:15-21

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders
September
September
September
September

4
11
18
25

Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker
Donna Perger, Judy Eley
Ann Bradshaw, Andy Bradshaw
Ann Bradshaw, Andy Bradshaw

Deacons
September 4 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin
Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts
September 11 Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams,
Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher
September 18 Andrew Pfister, Harold Barker
Patty Barker, Lucy Hall
September 25 Janet Neal, Josh Fulgham
Kevin Waid, Harold McKeel

Deaconess
Patty Barker

01
02
03
04
06
08
09
10
10
11
12
13
16
21
22
22
23
24
25
26
26
29

David Duke
Emily Friend
Evelyn Kirby
Sarah Savage
Michelle Wright
Sheila Yeatts
Jodi Stinely
Chris Hutton
Reagan Jones
Dawn Gormus
Meghan Garlitz
Kaye Watson
Aggie Ivy
Marcus Abid
Dale Cason
Richard Onesty
Ann Cline
Tami Swanenburg
Betty Speegle
Mary Collamore
June Phillips
Val Mason

Jon-Eric & Courtney Holt
08 Daniel & Joy Abid
08 Cleve & Michelle Wright
09 Steve & Linda Garrett
13 Roy & Ellen Sullivan
18 Cliff & Joy Martin
19 Jim & Carolyn Hunt
25 Norm & Missy Harbour

DEACON HELPING PROJECT
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to
members who could use a little help…running an
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the
house.
Deacons serve…not just on Sundays.
Contact any of the deacons for help you need.

~Patty Barker

It is amazing the way God uses these simple gifts to
bring joy to the girls and boys who get them. But
the most important thing of all is that every child
has the opportunity to hear the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Blessings to all,

~Sheila Yeatts

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
PRESENTATION SET FOR SEPTEMBER 10:
Dear Friends,
OUR DAY OUT
Come join us! September 14th from 10 AM to 2 PM
in the New Fellowship Hall.

~In God’s Service,

~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator

~Christy Jensen, ODO Coordinator

CWF ONGOING PROJECT ONGOING:
CWF has established the PHP (personal hygiene
product) project to provide young women at Toano
and Warhill Schools with critically needed personal
items. Without these items, young women are
forced to stay out of school at certain times due to
lack of necessary PHPs. Donations toward this
ongoing project can be made by check (payable to
CWF with memo “for PHP” or by cash in an
envelope marked “for PHP”). Checks or cash (in an
envelope) can be given to the office, to any CWF
member, put in the plate, or mailed (checks only).
With school starting again, this need will grow!

~Sheila Yeatts, Missions

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD REPORT
Good news! Great Joy!
Thank you for your support of this important
program with 71 boxes given at the Christmas in
July Sunday Celebration (July 31).

You still have time to fill a shoe box and turn it in
before they are delivered to the drop site in
November! Please consider helping us reach our
100-box goal!

If you have a shoe box that you will not be able to
fill, please return it to the church office or bring it
on a Sunday so that it can be shared with someone
else. If you want to fill a box, but cannot get an
Operation Christmas Child box, please fill a plastic
shoe box.

As project leaders, we sometimes face the
challenge of being able to answer the question,
"Can God really use a shoebox to make a
difference?" Part of what we do is to help others
see the amazing reality of our Lord and His ability
to work through us.
We are excited to announce that at 5:00 p.m. on
Saturday, September 10, 2016 at Liberty Baptist
Church in Hampton, Virginia we are going to be
able to meet Yves (pronounced Eve), who received
a shoebox as an 11 year old boy. He is going to
relay to us the power of a simple gift, and the
impact that it had on his life.
You won't want to miss his testimony of the grace
of God. Please find below the link to a video
introducing you to Yves along with a short bio that
you may feel free to print out.
That evening we will also be hearing from Katie
Presnall as she tells of her trip to Namibia to
distribute shoeboxes.
Our area team will be there to answer any
questions you may have and to assist you in any
way that we can.

Please note that this is an open event-not just for
Project Leaders. This is an opportunity for you to
share with others in your family & church so that
they may come to see, firsthand, what is happening
as a direct result of their service in this ministry.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact us by phone at (804)384-8833 or via email
at asimplegift.occ@gmail.com. We look forward to
seeing you there!
By His great grace,
David and Tammy Presnall
OCC Church Relations Coordinators
Virginia Peninsula Area
(804)384-8833; asimplegift.occ@gmail.com

HANDCHIME SESSIONS WILL RESUME ON
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 AT 5:30 P.M.:
Come and join our celestial choir! No experience
necessary! We are looking forward to the return of
our chime friends and anyone interested in getting
acquainted with these heavenly additions to the
worship experience at Olive Branch. Reading music
is not a requirement – just the ability to count
1,2,3,4 evenly and enjoy the company of great
comrades. Think you are too old? Think again!
Our oldest chimer is 82, our youngest is in middle
school! Want to talk? Have any questions? Call Irma
Gustafson at (757) 234-0774.

FOOD SHARING PROGRAM UPDATE
Thanks for your weekly food donations to our food
sharing baskets/boxes located outside our Pastor’s
office and in the w Fellowship Hall. Some of the 400
neighborhood individuals/families we support have
school age children, who will be returning to school
in September. Back to school expenses can increase
the emotional and physical stress related to the
daily food insecurity these families confront. Your
food donations are a loving witness and act of
service to families in need of their daily bread. We
donate to these neighbors, not because we are
privileged, but because we are blessed. Thanks for
being an essential blessing in their lives.
Love ~Jane & Will Hatcher
OLIVE BRANCH CHRISTIAN CHURCH’S
SUPPORT FOR WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
It is that time of year when we need to turn our
attention to this year’s fundraising effort in the fight
to end Alzheimer’s. Here are some important points
to remember as Disciple Walkers don their shoes.
1. Our 2016 goal is $2,500.00! The deadline to
reach our goal October 31, 2016.
2. The 2016 Williamsburg Walk To End
Alzheimer’s is set for October 22, 2016, at
Matthew Whaley Elementary School, 301
Scotland St.
3. We are the Disciple Walkers. Each Team
member must register prior to Walking.
4. We need as many participants as possible. I
have forms that walkers need to complete
before walking. A signup sheet will be posted
on the Narthex bulletin board.
5. Walkers can also register online at:
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2016/VASoutheasternVirginia?pg=entry&fr_id=9377

6. To get a head start on contributing, make a
cash of personal check donation now.
7. Check donations MUST be made payable
to 2016 Walk to End Alzheimer'sWilliamsburg, VA. Checks can be put into
the collection plate or turned in at the office.
8. Again this year Car raffle tickets are available
for a 2015 Toyota RAVA XLE, SUV. Tickets are
$5 each and available from me.
9. REMEMBER: Donation and walking registration
forms are available from me. A signup sheet
for the Disciple Walkers Team will be posted
on the Narthex bulletin board. You can also
donate and sign up directly online at the
Alzheimer’s Williamsburg website (see site
address in #5 above).
Thanks for support as we walk toward October!

~Phyllis Taylor, Coordinator

YOUTH GROUP YARD SALE SET FOR
OCTOBER 1 FROM 8 AM – 1 PM:
Clean out those attics and garages! Bring your
saleable items to the New Fellowship Hall (Sunday
School side) beginning on September 18th. The
Youth Group depends on your generosity to earn
money for their projects. Thanks!
PURPLE SUNDAY FOR ALZHEIMER’S IS
COMING ON OCTOBER 16: Dig out something
purple and plan to wear it to church on that Sunday
to show your support for the Alzheimer’s Walk and
the Disciple Walkers.

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENTURES:
Next week, September 4th, we will begin a new
Youth Sunday School routine. Beginning at
9:45am, all youth (post-nursery through high
school) will gather in the Middle/High School
Sunday School classroom (to the left of the office),
for a social gathering. Then at 10am they will
break into their respective age groups for class. We
are happy to have Cindy Robertson teaching the
Pre-School and Younger Elementary Students,
Louise Smith with the Upper Elementary Students,
and Donna Perger with the Middle & High School
students. We are still looking for volunteers to
assist these teachers, please contact the teacher or
Andrew Pfister to coordinate. AND………

CHILDREN’S CHURCH HELP NEEDED!
We are in need of volunteers for Children's Church.
We currently have no one signed up for the
remainder of the year. Beginning September 4th,
Curriculum will be provided, that correlates with the
Sunday School Lesson to provide easier process for
the teachers and reinforces the topics to the youth.
Sign-up sheet is located in the Sanctuary Narthex,
or contact Andrew Pfister for more information.
THE PRAISE CHOIR will resume practice on
Monday, Sept 19th, at 6:00 pm in the choir room.
SAVE THE DATE! On Saturday, September
17, District 9 will welcome Olive Branch into the
district at its assembly and barbecue cookout at
Rappahannock Christian Church. This is our first
assembly as new members to District 9. The pastor
would like some company!
FAMILY NIGHT IS COMING BACK FOR
6 SESSIONS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 14:
Will Hatcher will be our teacher for this 6-week
session on the Holy Spirit called When God’s Spirit
Moves. This series was developed by Jim Cymbala,
the pastor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle. Please join
us beginning at 6:30 PM for our potluck meal. Bring
your food and share with others!

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY REMINDERS:
For twenty three million students nationwide, the
school day begins and ends with a trip on a school
bus. The greatest risk is not riding the bus, but
approaching or leaving the bus. Before children go
back to school or start school for the first time, it is
essential that adults and children know traffic safety
rules.
Drivers

When backing out of a driveway or
leaving a garage, watch out for children
walking or bicycling to school.

When driving in neighborhoods with
school zones, watch out for young people
who may be thinking about getting to
school, but may not be thinking of getting
there safely.

Slow down. Watch for children
walking in the street, especially if there are
no sidewalks in neighborhood.

Slow down. Watch for children
playing and congregating near bus stops.

Be alert. Children arriving late for the
bus may dart into the street without looking
for traffic.

Learn and obey the school bus laws
in your state. Learn the flashing signal light
system that school bus drivers use to alert
motorists of pending actions:

Yellow flashing lights indicate
that the bus is preparing to stop to
load or unload children. Motorists
should slow down and prepare to
stop their vehicles.

Red flashing lights and
extended stop arms indicate that the
bus has stopped, and that children
are getting on or off. Motorists must
stop their cars and wait until the red
lights stop flashing, the extended
stop sign is withdrawn, and the bus
begins moving before they can start
driving again.


FALL SAFETY TIPS
Fire/Heating Safety
 Service your heating system
 Change heating system air filters
 Hire a chimney sweep to clean chimneys
 Use fireplaces safely
 Use caution with space heaters
 Reconsider burning leaves
Burning leaves produces dangerous
and cancer-causing chemicals. If
you decide to burn leaves, wear a
protective mask. Burn far away from
all structures in non-windy conditions.
 Keep burn piles small.
 Exercise candle caution
 Change alarm batteries-smoke/fire, carbon

monoxide
Driving
 Watch for Poor Visibility-falling leaves, fog,
early-morning/late-day sun in your face
 Watch for children-they love leaf piles
 Slow down-wet leaves are as slippery as ice
Health Hints
 Consider getting flu and pneumonia
vaccinations
 Eat Fall colors
 Watch out for wet leaves on walkways
 Take breaks when blowing or raking leaves

THE NEW FRONT IS COMPLETED!!
New steps, rail, walk, and ramp grace the front of Olive Branch. A dedication was held on Sunday, August 14th.

Have you ever seen a mustard seed? How tiny they are! A mustard seed is so small that if you
were holding one in your hand and dropped it on the ground, you might not be able to find it.
Even though the mustard seed is one of the smallest of all seeds, when it is planted in the
ground, it grows into a plant so large that birds can perch on its branches and can even build
their nests in it. These tiny seeds can produce a plant that grows ten feet high or more!
Jesus told a parable comparing the mustard seed to the kingdom of God. Jesus said, “How can I
describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I use to illustrate it? It is like a mustard seed
planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of all garden
plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.”
How is that a picture of the kingdom of God? Well, when Jesus first began his earthly ministry, he
had no followers. The Bible tells us that Jesus was walking along the shore of the sea of Galilee
when he saw two fishermen, Peter and his brother Andrew, casting their nets. "Come, follow me,"
Jesus said to them. They immediately followed Jesus. As they continued on their way, they saw
two other brothers, James and John, mending their nets. Jesus called them and they immediately
left their nets and followed him. One by one, Jesus called his disciples until there were twelve of
them. That is still a pretty small beginning, isn't it? Jesus sent out the twelve and they brought
others to Jesus and the kingdom of God grew. From a very small beginning, the kingdom of God
has grown and grown until it has spread over the entire earth.
An apple has small seeds also. If you take an apple, cut it open, and take out the seeds, and
planted the seeds, each would grow into an apple tree. How many apples do you think each tree
might produce? Fifty? A hundred? An apple tree can produce from 150 to 300 apples each year
and an apple tree will produce apples for about fifty years. Just think how many apples that is! It
isn't hard to see how we have enough apples to feed the entire world, is it?
Jesus started growing the kingdom of God with a handful of disciples. Every follower of Jesus is a
part of the kingdom and that means that we all are a part of God's kingdom. Each time we tell
someone about Jesus, we are helping to grow His kingdom.
Isn't it great to know that we can have a part in growing God's kingdom?
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