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BLUEGRASS RELIGION

God. Hank sang: “I wandered so aimless, life filled
with sin; I wouldn’t ask my dear Savior in. Then
Jesus came like a stranger in the night; Praise the
Lord, I saw the light!” At some level, we know we
have felt the same way.

As part of Vacation Bible School this past summer I
taught the adult class using as my theme, ‘The
Gospel through the Lens of Bluegrass.’ Each night
we used a different Bluegrass gospel song as a
starting point for the lesson. One evening I used
Hank Williams’ song, “I Saw the Light.” It is one of
the best-loved Gospel songs, which is amazing,
especially when you consider the man who wrote it.
As one person described it, “One of the greatest
songs ever written, composed by a drunk in a
cowboy hat that has brought millions to Christ!”
Williams was inspired to write the song in January
1947 while returning from a show in Fort Deposit,
Alabama. His mother, Lilly, drove him and the band
back to Montgomery that night. As she was
approaching the city, she spotted the lights of
Dannelly Field Airport. Williams, who was in a
drunken sleep in the backseat of the car, was
roused by his mother, who told him "I just saw the
light", announcing to him that they were close to
Montgomery. That phrase stayed with him,
reaching form in a first draft on January 26, 1947.
It was the prayer of the backslider, who lives in
hope of redemption. It quickly became one of his
biggest hits, and he usually closed his shows with
this song.

That is the power of music; that is the power of
Bluegrass and Gospel music. In celebration of this
connection, the last Sunday of October will be
Bluegrass Sunday at the 8:30 service. As part of
worship we will be singing these Gospel standards:
“I Saw the Light,” “Life’s Railway to Heaven,”
“Precious Memories,” and “I’ll Fly Away.” Come and
be a part, and bring a friend. There will be good
worship and fellowship to share. And as Tom Bodett
of Motel 6 put it, “we’ll leave the light on for you.”
Blessings,

~Pastor Richard

FAITH LEADS TO DISCIPLESHIP
“Once I was blind, but now I can see." These words
are in the old gospel hymn, “The Light of the World
is Jesus.” They echo the connection between
seeing and believing. Seeing "who Jesus is" is the
goal of faith, and that leads to discipleship.

It might have a somewhat sordid history but,
forgive me Lord, I like the song! I like to sing the
song! It speaks to me, and I suspect it may speak
to you as well. It is a song about conversion, a man
desperate to believe in a salvation he did not think
existed. Was Hank Williams singing about himself?
About the reality of the Gospel? I think so. But
even more, he was singing for all of us who have
wandered and wondered about the presence of

Physical sight is not required for discipleship, but
repentance is. The Bible says that those who turn
the path of their life towards the Lord are open to
be re-formed. Re-formation is a continuing process
of deciding daily to turn our path of life towards the
Lord.
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This is true of communities of faith as well. I
believe that Olive Branch is constantly in a process
of re-formation by the word of God and by the spirit
of God. Like it or not, whether we want to or not,
the Lord is always calling us from blindness to
sightedness, from unfaithfulness to faithfulness,
from brokenness to healing, from inactivity to
service. Such transitions re-form us and empower
us to follow Jesus in the direction of, “nevertheless,
not my will but thine be done.”
We cannot rely on others to make this happen,
because waiting for others puts our own personal
relationship with God at risk. Inaction on our part or
reliance on someone else to be the instruments of
God means that you and I may not be personally
invested in doing the Father’s will.
2016 is coming to an end. Term limits in our
Constitution and Bylaws necessitate replacing some
of our longtime leaders in positions of service. This
is a part of the re-formation that the Lord is
working in our faith community.
If this is
happening, then others in our community are
sensing an impulse to serve.
This is the time to be re-formed once again: first
individually, with the gospel as our guide; and then
as a community of faith creating the new sight, the
new vision for this church. We have so many gifts
to share, so why would we rely on someone else to
do what God has called us all to do: “nevertheless,
not my will but thine be done.”
Take Care,

~Fred

The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on
Tuesday, October 4th at the Schmidt home.
Hope to see you!

~Dick & Betty Barber

CWF NEWS
Thanks to all who attended the CWF dinner on
Monday Sept 12th. What a great evening!! The pot
luck offerings were delicious and dining, while
listening to Danny sing was delightful. Carole Kerr
shared a great story, and, as I have said before,
she is one of the funniest stand-up comics I know.
Elaine Henk introduced our guest speaker, Sonja
Thomas, who was absolutely wonderful. Her story
was inspirational and, as motivation fitness person,

she is outstanding. Everyone loved her smile and
enthusiasm. We hope to have her come to OBCC
again and do a fitness session. Not to worry about
age, as she has a lady who is over one hundred
who participates and looks forward to it. A great
time was had by all.
Just a reminder about the CWF Fall luncheon, which
will be held in the New Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
October 15th at 11:00. Tickets are $20.00, and
raffle tickets for the beautiful guilt and afghan are
$1.00 each. Please see me or one of the CWF ladies
to purchase ahead of time. Bring friends and family
and enjoy a delicious meal, country store, basket
raffle, silent auction, and a styling moment, which
should be fun.
Shirley Harrison is still looking for handmade items
for the country store. Shelia Yeatts would
appreciate any donations for the Silent Auction.
Gayle Key will be most appreciative of bake goods
for the sale table. Barb Schmidt would love to have
as many clever baskets (remember keep it in the
$20.00 range) for the raffle.
Set-up day will be Friday Oct 14th beginning at
9:00 AM. All volunteers are welcome.
Fall is such a beautiful season, and God's paint
brush is doing wonderful things. Take a moment;
look around; smile; be blessed by our Lord's many
gifts.
May God Bless You Always

~Marney Brickhouse, CWF President

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday Morning Circle will continue a new study in
October. Welcome back after the summer break!
We met at Interlude, with 16 attending. It was nice
to have Cheryl Johnson’s daughter, Victoria, with
us. She added a lot to our discussion. And Bob
Schmidt also joined us. Nice!
We begin with food, food, and more food…
so delicious.
Elaine presented us with our study on angels. She
read different scriptures about angels. Interesting
discussion followed, a few on those who had angels
visit them.
Our next meeting will be October 11th at 11:45 at
Interlude (unless otherwise announced).
Come and join us for lunch, study, and fellowship.
~Donna Haulsee

Monday CWF will meet October 17th at 7 PM in
the Education Building.

~Carole Kerr

NOTES FROM THE WILD SIDE……
One of the things I tell Brett and Ryan, along with
my youth kids is to make good choices. What does
that mean? Who makes our choices? How am I
making my choices? Why am I making them?
Most of our choices are made by our parents,
friends, social media, our social class, and money.
We make these choices out of acceptance and fear.
We want to be accepted by our friends, and we
have fear they won’t like us.
In Romans 12 1:-2 (MSG) So, here's what I want
you to do. God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life---your sleeping, eating, going to work,
and walking around life---and place it before God as
an offering. Embracing what God does for you is
the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so
well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it
without even thinking. Instead fix your attention on
God. You'll be changed from the inside out.
Readily recognize what He wants from you, and
quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level of
immaturity, God brings the best out of you,
develops well-formed maturity in you. Ask God to
show you the source of your choices, how you
make them, and why you make them.
We will meet Oct 2, 16, and 30.

Bowden (friend of Dave Willard), Griffin Clark
Family (son of Kenny/Cindy Clark, grandson of
Donna Clark), Carol Costello (David Fletcher (Lisa
Johnson’s father), Buddy Halloman (friend of
Harbours), Jim Haynes Family (Marney Brickhouse’s
brother in law), Chuck & Susan Hovemeyer (Debbie
Hayden Family), Family of Paulie Huffman (Judy
Biggs’ sistaer-in-law), Marie Jachkowski Family
(Andy Bell’s Aunt), Lisa Johnson (Gene & Cheryl
Johnson’s daughter-in-law), Albert Kalaskas Family
(father of Alice Allred, grandfather of Alex & Sarah),
David Kerr (son of Bruce & Carole Kerr), Darrell
King (friend of Ruskeys), Bob Landwehr (Michael
Ayers’ cousin), Katy Loy (Friend of Christy Jensen),
Holly McGowan Family (friends of Karen Barrow),
Willie Ann Mullins Family (Norm Hall’s sister), Joyce
Perger (Steve Perger’s mother), Pam Saunders (Jim
& Paula Thacker’s daughter), Robert Scheels (friend
of Cheryl & Gene Johnson), Jean Smock (wife of
former Pastor, Rev. Bob Johnson), Grace Stahl
(Gertie Duke’s great granddaughter), Judy Stewart
(friend of Barkers), Gloria Stratton (OBCC friend),
Susan Thompson (OBCC friend), Ted VanHolten
(friend of OBCC), David Waite (son of Ellen Waite),
Barbara Waltrip (sister of Connie Cason), Mary Ruth
Thorpe Family, (Pam Williams’ mother), Jamie
VanCleave (Jerry VanCleave’s granddaughter),
Ann Williams (Dallas Mitchell’s sister), Bill Willis
Family (friends of Jensens)
Gertie and David Duke send a big thank
you to the OBCC family for the many notes, cards, and
prayers for Bettie Darlin and family. All were of great
comfort during this difficult time.

~Abby Matschke

Church Family: Pat Allred, Duie Brantley, Jackie
Gardner (Bonnie Willard’s sister), Lucy Hall, Norm
Harbour, Agnes Ivy, Lena Jeffries, Ruby Jones,
Evelyn Kirby, David Love, Naomi Marrow, Dallas
Mitchell, Robbie Robertson, Jim Thacker, Richard
Thiel, Sarah & Russell Waid, Virginia Dare Waltrip
Family and Friends:
The professional and
volunteer women and men who protect and defend
us, our nation, John Altizer (friend of OBCC), Joe
Barnes, (neighbor of Gene & Cheryl Johnson),
Marge Beasley (Lorraine Beasley’s mother), Mike &
Betty Boley (Cleve’s brother-in-law & sister), Dean

Children’s Church
October
October
October
October
October

2
9
16
23
30

Emily Friend, OPEN
Emily Friend, OPEN
Landa Simmons, OPEN
Landa Simmons, OPEN
Kim Riffle, OPEN

October
October
October
October
October

2
9
16
23
30

Harold & Patty Barker
Marney Brickhouse
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS
The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services this month.
The underlined passages are the primary
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons.
October 2

Luke 22:14-20; Exodus 13:1-8;
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
October 9 Luke 23:32-34; Exodus 32:1-14
October 16 Luke 1:46-55; 1 Samuel 2:1-10
October 23 Luke 1:30-33; 2 Samuel 7:1-17
October 30 Luke 4:24-26; 1 Kings 17:1-16

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders
October
October
October
October
October

2
9
16
23
30

Fred Rothermel, Robbie Robertson
Patty Barker, Harold Barker
Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker
Donna Perger, Judy Eley
Joyce Allen, Landa Simmons

01
02
04
07
08
10
12
13
14
14
15
15
16
16
17
19
21
23
27
27
28
29
29

12
26

Kevin Waid
Steve Perger, Jr
Lauren McWilliams
Darin McDaniel
Nicholas Onesty
Courtney Holt
Michael Garrett
Susan Fournier
Norman Larkin
David Pitts
Nancy Cates
Dale Teagle
Riley Jones
Hayley Sheppard
Dustyn Meadows
Linda Heslink
Devon Watson
Josephine Gardner
Daniel Abid
Morgan Onesty
Anatasia Abid
Nancy Griffith
Sarah Waid

Dennis & Allison Williams
Jeryl & Margie Dieleman

Deacons
October 2

Linda Garrett, Steve Garrett,
Maralyn Carr, Cindy Robertson

October 9

Lisa Day, Phillip Day,
Diana Love, David Love

October 16 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin,
Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts
October 23 Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams,
Harold Barker, Patty Barker
October 30 Andrew Pfister, Lucy Hall,
Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher

Deaconess
Emily Dill

DEACON HELPING PROJECT
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to
members who could use a little help…running an
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the
house.
Deacons serve…not just on Sundays.
Contact any of the deacons for help you need.

~Patty Barker

I recently needed help and called on the
Deacon Help Project to get me a ride home. I am
grateful to have this support at hand when needed!
Thank you for being so helpful. We truly are our
sisters’ and brothers’ keepers.

~Charles Pruitt

OUR DAY OUT MINISTRY CELEBRATES
ITS ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY!
Eleven months have quickly flown by since our first
Our Day Out session in October, 2015. ODO, as we
affectionately call it, has supported the care for an
average of 6 of our members per session with over
15 volunteers involved. Kay Ainsworth, the
program’s coordinator, refers to ODO as providing
the 4 F’s: Fun, Fellowship, Food, and Faith. And we
believe that the 4 F’s are experienced by our
participants and our volunteers every time they
come! We offer this program to our members who
need some daily assistance on the 2nd Wednesday
of each month, from 10 AM - 2 PM, in our New
Fellowship Hall.
We will hold a special anniversary celebration on
October 12th and include an opportunity for families
of the participants to join us and learn about the
success of the program this first year.
If you know of a member in our church who could
benefit from this program, please contact anyone
on our planning team to let us know. We are happy
to make a personal invitation and to assist with
transportation if needed.
Also, if you would be interested in volunteering for
this program, whether to greet our participants as
they arrive, help with a special program (e.g.,
organizing a visit from a local musician or special
speaker), serve in the kitchen, decorate, you name
it, we welcome your input and assistance!
We are currently seeking a volunteer to serve as
ODO Coordinator in 2017, as Kay will be stepping
down. Thanks for your prayers for ODO!
Come join us! October 12th from 10 AM to 2 PM in
the New Fellowship Hall.

~In God’s Service,

~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator
~Christy Jensen, ODO Coordinator

ongoing project can be made by check (payable to
CWF with memo “for PHP” or by cash in an
envelope marked “for PHP”). Checks or cash (in an
envelope) can be given to the office, to any CWF
member, put in the plate, or mailed (checks only).
With school starting again, this need will grow!

~Sheila Yeatts, Missions

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD REPORT
There is still time to do a box! If you have a box
you cannot fill, please bring it back to the church.
Blessings to all,

~Sheila Yeatts

HANDCHIME SESSIONS HAPPY TO ACCEPT
NEW MEMBERS: Come and join our celestial
choir! No experience necessary! Reading music is
not a requirement – just the ability to count 1,2,3,4
evenly and enjoy the company of great comrades.
Think you are too old? Think again! Our oldest
chimer is 82, our youngest is in middle school!
Want to talk? Have any questions? Call Irma
Gustafson at (757) 234-0774.

FOOD SHARING PROGRAM UPDATE
During the month of October, your food donations
will be essential treats for the adults and children
for whom we provide supplemental food support.
Thanks for your fruitful donations.
Love

~Jane & Will Hatcher

OLIVE BRANCH CHRISTIAN CHURCH’S
SUPPORT FOR WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
COMING ON OCTOBER 22!
It is that time of year when we need to turn our
attention to this year’s fundraising effort in the fight
to end Alzheimer’s. Here are some important points
to remember as Disciple Walkers don their shoes.
1. Our 2016 goal is $2,500.00! The deadline to
reach our goal October 31, 2016.

CWF ONGOING PROJECT ONGOING:
CWF has established the PHP (personal hygiene
product) project to provide young women at Toano
and Warhill Schools with critically needed personal
items. Without these items, young women are
forced to stay out of school at certain times due to
lack of necessary PHPs. Donations toward this

2. The 2016 Williamsburg Walk To End
Alzheimer’s is set for October 22, 2016, at
Matthew Whaley Elementary School, 301
Scotland St.

3. We are the Disciple Walkers. Each Team
member must register prior to Walking.
4. We need as many participants as possible. I
have forms that walkers need to complete
before walking. A signup sheet will be posted
on the Narthex bulletin board.
5. Walkers can also register online at:
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2016/VASoutheasternVirginia?pg=entry&fr_id=9377
6. To get a head start on contributing, make a
cash of personal check donation now.
7. Check donations MUST be made payable
to 2016 Walk to End Alzheimer'sWilliamsburg, VA. Checks can be put into
the collection plate or turned in at the office.
8. Again this year Car raffle tickets are available
for a 2015 Toyota RAVA XLE, SUV. Tickets are
$5 each and available from me.
9. REMEMBER: Donation and walking registration
forms are available from me. A signup sheet
for the Disciple Walkers Team will be posted
on the Narthex bulletin board. You can also
donate and sign up directly online at the
Alzheimer’s Williamsburg website (see site
address in #5 above).
Thanks for support as we walk toward October!

ensuring that all kids get the balanced and active
play space they need to thrive.

HOWEVER, community support is required to make

this dream a reality. Besides a money or
refreshment donation (due by October 1st), you can
help with construction. Here is essential information
about the work day:
1) Assembly date: Saturday, October 15, 2016
2) Assembly time: 8 AM – 4 PM
3) Assembly volunteers needed
4) No experience required
5) Any amount of time---one hour or all day
6) Sign up by October 5th
7) Contact: Lisa Wallace-Cody
757-561-8125
ccioorganization@gmail.com
More information is on the bulletin board in the
Education Building.
NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
STARTS IN OCTOBER AT 9:45
Discussion and voting on the topics will take place
during class on October 2nd. Some considerations
include the Ten Commandments or the Parables of
Jesus. We value your input. No prior experience in
Sunday School is required.

~Phyllis Taylor, Coordinator

PURPLE SUNDAY FOR ALZHEIMER’S IS
COMING ON OCTOBER 16: Dig out something
purple and plan to wear it to church on that Sunday
to show your support for the Alzheimer’s Walk and
the Disciple Walkers.
FAMILY NIGHT CONTINUES THROUGH
OCTOBER 19
Will Hatcher is teaching this 6-week session on the
Holy Spirit called When God’s Spirit Moves. This
series was developed by Jim Cymbala, the pastor of
the Brooklyn Tabernacle. It’s not too late! Please
join us beginning at 6:30 PM for our potluck meal.
Bring your food and share with others!
KaBOOM! COMES TO CHICKAHOMINY--WITH YOUR HELP
A new playground is to be constructed in the
Chickahominy Community with the help of
KaBOOM!, a national non-profit dedicated to

ALL SAINTS’ DAY WITH A NEW
TRADITION
will be on Sunday, November 6th. On that day, we
will remember our loved ones, friends, and church
members who have passed away since last year’s
service. If you wish to have someone’s name listed,
please call or e-mail the church office by the end of
Wednesday, November 2nd. Please include a full
name, month of death, and relationship.

NEW! On that Sunday, please bring a photo or a

small object of memory of your lost loved one and
place it at and around the table when you arrive for
services that day.

The Fruit of the Holy Spirit

S S D V S OO I E J G
S N O F L V A Y E O E Find the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit
D P E O N N I S C Y N GENEROSITY
G E N T L E N E S S E GENTLENESS
D I J L C S R R S N R JOY
N Y O E T F N E T P O KINDNESS
L O R T N O C F L E S LOVE
O E NU T R C S E A I
S E E V O L OOT C T

PATIENCE
PEACE

S P A T I E N C E E Y SELF CONTROL
N I K I NDN E S S I

A little note:
You will find these nine fruit mentioned in St. Paul's letter to the Galatians.
In his letter he writes, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control."

The Olive Branch

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
I love fruit. Most fruit not only tastes good, but it is also good for you. Take an orange, for
example. It is sweet and juicy and has a lot of vitamin C. Vitamin C helps to prevent colds,
runny noses, and sore throat.
Apples are good for you too. You’ve probably heard that "an apple a day keeps the doctor
away." When you are looking for something special to give to someone, an apple is a good
choice.
There is a different kind of fruit -- the fruit of the Spirit. We are talking about the way we act
when we put our faith in Jesus, ask him to forgive us of our sins, and promise be his followers.
The Bible tells us that when we do that, the Holy Spirit fills us with God's love and produces
some good fruit in our life.
If you see an apple tree, what do you expect to find on that tree? Apples! Well, when you see
someone who is filled with the Holy Spirit, you expect to see what the Bible calls the fruit of the
Spirit. What is that? It is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.
Are you always patient? Are you always gentle and kind? No one is always able to be this way
all the time. There will be times when you fail. When you fail, ask God to forgive you and fill you
with his Spirit, so that you will produce the kind of fruit that he wants to see in your life.
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A BIT OF HALLOWEEN HISTORY
The Celtic people, who lived more than 2000 years ago feared the evening of Oct. 31 more than any other day
of the year. It was the eve of their festival of Samhain. Samhain was a joyful harvest festival that marked the
death of the old year and the beginning of a new one. The day itself was a time for paying homage to the sun
god Baal who had provided the people with the ripened grain for use in the upcoming winter. Come evening
evil spirits were everywhere. Charms and spells were said to have more power on the eve of Samhain. Several
rituals were performed by the Celtic priests, Druids, to appease the Lord of the Dead.
Christianity was born, and grew strong until in the fourth century after Christ, the Roman Empire Constantine
declared it lawful. Within the Roman Empire, the Christian Fathers tried their hardest to stamp out all things
pagan, which is what they named the older religions. However, the Celts held firmly to their Druid customs. So,
the Christian church gave them new meanings and new names, and told the people that the fire rites they had
previously held for the Lord of the Dead on Oct. 31 would now protect them from the Devil, the enemy of God.
In the 7th century the church celebrated All Saint's Day in May, but by the 9th century the date had been
changed to Nov. 1st. The original festival for the pagan Lord of the Dead became a festival of Christian dead.
People went on expecting the arrival of ghosts on Oct. 31st. Another name for All Saint's Day was All Hallows'
Even which was later shortened to Halloween. In the 10th century the church named Nov. 2nd as All Souls' Day
in memory of all dead souls. Halloween, All Saints' Day, and All Souls' Day come so close together and are so
similar that in some countries they tend to merge together.
The witch is a central symbol of Halloween. The name comes from the Saxon wica, meaning wise one. When
setting out for a Sabbath, witches rubbed a sacred ointment onto their skin. This gave them a feeling of flying,
and if they had been fasting they felt even giddier. Some witches rode on horseback, but poor witches went on
foot and carried a broom or a pole to aid in vaulting over streams. In England when new witches was initiated
they were often blindfolded, smeared with flying ointment and placed on a broomstick. The ointment would
confuse the mind, speed up the pulse and numb the feet. When they were told "You are flying over land and
sea," the witch took their word for it.
An Irish myth tells of a drunk named Stingy Jack, who one day invited the Devil to have a drink. He convinced
the Devil to change into a sixpence in order to pay for the drink, but instead of paying for the drink he
pocketed the sixpence beside a silver cross which prevented the Devil from changing back. Jack made a deal
with the Devil before letting him free. For one year the Devil could not harrass Jack. Next Halloween the Devil
met Jack again, and he tricked the Devil into climbing an apple tree for an apple but then cut the sign of a
cross into the trunk of the tree preventing the devil from coming down. Jack forced the devil to swear he would
never come after Jack's soul. The devil reluctantly agreed. And so Jack was left alone. Jack died within the year
and was turned back from the Gates of Heaven because of his stingyness and drunkedness. He went to the
Gates of Hell and the Devil told him to go away, as Jack had made him promise not to claim his soul. Jack
didn't want to leave because it was dark and he couldn't find his way. The Devil tossed Jack a glowing coal and
Jack put it inside a turnip, and ever since with this Jack-O'-Lantern, Jack has been roaming the faces of this
earth.
Scottish children hollow out and carve large turnips and put candles in them. Irish children use turnips or
potatoes. In parts of England they use large beets. When the Scotch and the Irish came to the US they found
pumpkins, which of course make a perfect Jack-O'-Lantern.
From earliest times people wore masks when droughts or other disasters struck. They believed that the demons
who had brought their misfortune upon them would become frightened off by the hideous masks. Even after
the festival of Samhain had merged with Halloween, Europeans felt uneasy at this time of the year. Food was
stored in preparation for the winter and the house was snug and warm. The cold, envious ghosts were outside,
and people who went out after dark often wore masks and animal skins to keep from being recognized. Now,
just by chance if you had forgotten to dress up or could not fool the evil spirits by dressing in animal skins or
other disguises, there was another way to avoid them. People set out a treat of food and fruit, and provide the
wandering spirit with shelter for the night. If the demon spirit was satisfied with your treat, it was believed that
he would not trick you by casting a spell on you.

Non-Profit
Organization
U. S. Postage

PAID
Norge, VA
Permit No. 2

The Olive Branch
published by

Olive Branch Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
7643 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23188
(757) 566-8077

Address Service Requested
.

*Note:

If you no longer wish to
receive our newsletter,
please contact the church
office.

