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PIECES OF STRAW
Advent is here…again. November 27th was the first
Sunday of Advent, a time of preparation and
waiting. Here we are, preparing for the coming of
the Christ child at Christmas, and we are still
groaning from the heavy meals of Thanksgiving,
with nightmares of turkeys dancing in our dreams.
Yet Advent is an important time in the life of the
church. The first Sunday of Advent is New Year’s
Day for Christians, as we begin the new Church
Liturgical year. The word ‘advent’ means ‘coming,’
and during this season we remember that as
Christians we wait for two comings of Christ: we
prepare to celebrate Christmas, when Christ first
came into the world; and we wait for Christ’s
second coming when he will return once more.

of straw in the stable so that on Christmas, you will
have prepared a place for the Christ child.
When we greet Christ on Christmas Sunday, singing
‘Joy to the World! The Lord is come!” – How full will
our stables be? Empty and bare? Or fully prepared?
Blessings,

~Pastor Richard

Christmas 2016
Jesus came into the world as a baby, not as a king.
But he talked a lot about a kingdom that does not
belong to this world. This kingdom is not just
spiritual or otherworldly in essence. It is present in
the world but it does not operate according to the
world’s criteria of power and dominance.
Jesus is “the friend” who gives his life for others
and washes their feet. He is the Good Shepherd
who not only seeks the lost, but who lays down his
life for the sheep.

So how are you preparing for Christmas? Do you go
all out with decorations and lights? Air inflatables in
the yard? Or do you go for a more minimalist,
simple décor? Whatever your method, it is all too
easy to let the decorations and trappings of
Christmas substitute for the spiritual preparation.
Just putting up a tree, or simply hanging a wreath
on the door, may announce to all who drive by that
our house is ready for Christmas – but what about
us?

His kingdom is not about right knowledge – of
church doctrine, of social issues, or even of
scripture – but rather it is about love: “to love the
Lord, thy God with all your heart, mind, soul, and
strength and thy neighbor as thyself.”

So with the realization that my suggestions are in
no way comprehensive, I would like to offer a few
ideas. First, take time to read the Christmas story
found in the scriptures. Second, seek to make Christ
the center of your decorations, celebrations, and
preparations. And third, begin today to prepare for
Jesus. As one person suggested, put up an empty
stable in your home. Then for every good deed
done between now and December 24, put a piece

The Kingdom of God calls us to a different
perspective on the value and the use of possessions
and property. Remember, the Lord, “… was rich,
yet for your sakes, he became poor, so that by his
poverty, you might become rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)
The Kingdom of God means that we come out of a
focus on ourselves and see others:
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As someone to whom we should tell the
stories of Jesus;
As sheep who should be returned to the
fold;
As offender who should be forgiven seventy
times seven times
As poor and in need of our attention, our
time, and goods and opportunity.

May our lives reflect the words of this carol during
this Christmas season:

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that
comes down through the night
From the heavenly throng, and we welcome the
glorious gospel they bring,
And we greet in the cradle our savior and King.
Take Care,

~Fred

The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday,
December 6th at the Barber home. Carol Kerr is
going to teach!
Hope to see you!

~Dick & Betty Barber

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
The Tuesday Circle met November 8, at Interlude.
It was so great to have nineteen present. It was
nice to have Nancy, Ellen Waite, Norm and Lucy,
also the others who were present. We all surely left
with our stomachs and spirits full.
Elaine’s lesson was on the devil. We read scripture
listing the different names in the bible for the
devil and had a discussion on these.
Looking forward to seeing you on the second
Tuesday in December (the 13th).
~Donna Haulsee
MONDAY CWF WILL SKIP DECEMBER 19TH
and meet in the new year on January 16th at 7 PM
in the Education Building.

~Carole Kerr

NOTES FROM THE WILD SIDE……
I am thankful for my youth group, even though it is
small in number. We are large in being connected
to one another. I am thankful for my church family
for supporting CYF with our fund raisers, and
missions. I am thankful for the adventures we as a
group have had the privilege to experience. I am

thankful for the conversations we have had, and the
lessons we have discussed. I am thankful that I
still keep in touch with many of the teens that have
moved on to the next chapter in life. We all have
so many things to be thankful for, may you never
lose sight of the countless blessing we receive.
Lauren, Bryant, and I wish all of you a very Merry
Christmas. We will meet on December 11.

~Abby Matschke

Church Family: Pat Allred, Vicki Anderson, Louise
Bell Family, Charles & Betty Boy, Duie Brantley,
Jackie Gardner (Bonnie Willard’s sister), Nancy
Griffith, Lucy Hall, Norm Harbour, Agnes Ivy Family,
Lena Jeffries, Ruby Jones, David Love, Karen
Marrow, Naomi Marrow Family, Harold McKeel, John
McPhee, Dallas Mitchell, Robbie Robertson, John
Savage, Ellen Sullivan, Richard Thiel, Sarah &
Russell Waid, Virginia Dare Waltrip
Family and Friends:
The professional and
volunteer women and men who protect and defend
us, our nation, Carol Costello & Matschke Family
(Ryan & Brett Matschke’s Aunt), Savoi Duong
(Becky Allred’s friend), David Fletcher (Lisa
Johnson’s father), (Rev. Dot France Family
(Blackstone/Cedarfield, VA), Melissa Fulgham (Josh
& Jessica Fulgham’s mom), Rev. Berlin Glenn Hanks
Family (Snow Creek CC), Barbara Johnson (Robin
Moscati’s mother), Lisa Johnson (Gene & Cheryl
Johnson’s daughter-in-law), Linda Joye Family
(former member), David Kerr (son of Bruce &
Carole Kerr), Tony Kohlman (Susan Kohlman’s
husband), Peggy Parker (neighbor of Thackers),
Joyce Perger (Steve Perger’s mother), John Phillips
(Bob & June Phillips’ son), Bobby Rupert (friend of
McPhees), Robert Scheels (friend of Cheryl & Gene
Johnson), Judy Stewart (friend of Barkers), CR
Sullivan, Jr (Roy & Ellen Sullivan’s son), Jamie
VanCleave (Jerry VanCleave’s granddaughter), Ann
Williams (Dallas Mitchell’s sister)
Dear OBCC Family,
A note of appreciation for your prayers, love,
cards, and support during my Mom’s illness and
passing. How warm and wonderful!
Yours in Christ,

Lorraine Beasley, Steve White, and Family

To my OBCC Family,
Thanks for all the visits and prayers during my
recent hospital stay. God bless each of you.

~Dallas Mitchell

The OBCC family sends heartfelt sympathies to
the Bell family. Louise Bell passed away on November
16th. A Celebration of Life Service was held on November
21st at OBCC with burial in Williamsburg Memorial
Garden.
Full
obituary
information
is
at
www.vincentfh.com. Please send your prayers to family
and friends as they mourn this loss.

SERVING THIS MONTH
Elders
December
December
December
December

4
11
18
25

Donna Perger, Judy Eley
Joyce Allen, Landa Simmons
Ann Bradshaw, Andy Bradshaw
Fred Rothermel, Robbie Robertson

Deacons
December 4

The OBCC family sends heartfelt sympathies to
the Joye family. Linda (Mrs. Furman) Joye (former OBCC
member) passed away on November 29th. Please send
your prayers to family and friends as they mourn this
loss.

Children’s Church

December
December
December
December

04
11
18
25

OPEN, OPEN
OPEN, OPEN
OPEN, OPEN
OPEN, OPEN

December
December
December
December

04
11
18
25

Jensen Family
Hunter Creech
Cris & Landa Simmons
OPEN

Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams
Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher
December 11 Andrew Pfister, Harold Barker
Patty Barker, Elna Pitts
December 18 Janet Neal, Kevin Waid
Josh Fulgham, Harold McKeel
December 25 Linda Garrett, Steve Garrett
Maralyn Carr, Cindy Robertson

Deaconess
Nancy Griffith

04
04
04
06
08
08
08
09
11

Theresa Dickerson
Donna Garrett
Dana Rothermel
Kay Ainsworth
Taylor Cline
Skylar Jensen
Fred Rothermel
Virginia Wright
Denise Benson

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS
The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services this month.
The underlined passages are the primary
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons.
December 04 Matthew 3:1-12;
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29
December 11 Matthew 11:2-11;
Isaiah 61:1-11
December 18 Isaiah 7:10-16;
Choir Cantata
December 25 Luke 2: 1-14;
Luke 2:15-20

00
14
23
27

Nancy Cludinski
Hunter Creech III
Larry Smith
Christopher Lambert

DEACON HELPING PROJECT
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to
members who could use a little help…running an
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the
house.
Deacons serve…not just on Sundays.
Contact any of the deacons for help you need.

~Patty Barker

CWF ONGOING PROJECT ONGOING:
CWF has established the PHP (personal hygiene
product) project to provide young women at Toano
and Warhill Schools with critically needed personal
items. Without these items, young women are
forced to stay out of school at certain times due to
lack of necessary PHPs. Donations toward this
ongoing project can be made by check (payable to
CWF with memo “for PHP” or by cash in an
envelope marked “for PHP”). Checks or cash (in an
envelope) can be given to the office, to any CWF
member, put in the plate, or mailed (checks only).
This need will continue to grow!

~Sheila Yeatts, Missions

Dear Olive Branch Church,
Thank you so much for your donation of needed
products and items for our school clinic. We very
much appreciate your support of our students.
God Bless You!

~Liza Potts, RN, BSN
Toano Middle School Nurse

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD REPORT
85 (!!!) boxes have been dropped off to the
regional drop site at Smith Memorial Baptist Church
in Williamsburg. Many thanks for your support of
this life-changing project.
Blessings to all,

~Sheila Yeatts

HANDCHIME SESSIONS HAPPY TO ACCEPT
ONE MORE NEW MEMBER: Rehearsals are now
at 7 PM on Thursdays. Contact Irma Gustafson to
get
more
details
(757-234-0774
or
irmagus@cox.net)

FOOD SHARING PROGRAM UPDATE
When you are checking your Christmas List, please
check it twice to make sure you have included food
donations for our neighbors who are sustained and
lifted up by your essential gifts of food. Your
contributions exemplify the Spirit of Christmas.
“I was hungry and you fed me. Whenever you fed
someone overlooked or ignored that was me, you
did it for me” JESUS.
Wishing you a Happy Christmas and New Year!

Love

~Jane & Will Hatcher

ALZHEIMERS WALK AND DONATIONS
A BIG SUCCESS!
The Alzheimers Association is crunching final
numbers and donations continue to come in. We
may break our record! We had a great team of
walkers and a beautiful day for the event. Thank
you for all of your support.
Thanks for support!

~Phyllis Taylor, Coordinator
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ON DECEMBER 11
This offering---one of four annual special giving
Sundays---provides a wide range of services in our
region. Camps, conferences and retreats provide an
setting of hope and renewal. Revitalized and new
congregations as well as hard-working pastors and
leaders are supported. New ministers are called,
commissioned, and ordained. Pastoral care for
pastors and congregations provides essential
support in times of crisis. This offering also makes
ministries of reconciliation and anti-racism come
alive. These funds also help to connect
congregations to give witness to ministries of
justice, hope, and compassion.
Your generosity makes the difference in our shared
ministries. Become a light of revelation and hope.
Please be sure to mark your gift clearly as
Christmas Offering.

~Shelia Yeatts

Missions Coordinator
NEW ADVENT CANDLE HOLDER IN NFH
was crafted by Steve Perger. Many thanks for this
second beautiful creation. Steve also provided the
candle holder you see in the sanctuary. Lucky us!!!!
IT’S ALL GONE AND LAFAYETTE HIGH
SCHOOL IS THRILLED TO HAVE IT

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES

The next meetings are on Saturday, December 10 &
January 14. Please consider attending a breakfast
on one or both of these dates with me. I am
anxious to get to know the Disciples in our new
District 9.

Sunday, 11/27

Angel Tree Wishes on tree

Sunday, 12/4

11:00 AM
Die Meistersingers (Woodside HS)
Potluck Meal after 11 AM

Please call or e-mail me if you would like to be part
of the group that attends.

6:30 PM
CWF Christmas Dinner (NFH)

THE ANGEL TREE IS UP ---GIFT BAGS
DUE VERY SOON—DECEMBER 5
By the time you read this, the tags are gone from
and gifts aplenty sit under the tree ready for
transport to the Salvation Army for distribution to
families on December 15th and 16th. It is hard to
believe that the holiday season is here already. The
needy families in our community will be thankful if
you choose a tag or two and provide gifts to
brighten their holidays.

Monday, 12/5

Angel Tree Gifts Deadline
Sunday, 12/11

Hand bells-both services

Wednesday, 12/14

11:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Our Day Out (NFH)
6:30 PM
Carol Sing Family Night (NFH)
Potluck & Singing

Friday, 12/16

7:00 PM
Backstage Performance (NFH)

Christmas Carol
Sunday, 12/18

8:30 & 11:00 AM
Christmas Cantata

Saturday, 12/24

4:30 & 8:00 PM
Christmas Eve Services
Sanctuary-both services

Sunday, 12/25

8:30 & 11:00 AM
Regular Sunday Services
NFH & Sanctuary

Sunday, 12/25

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Regular Sunday Services

Thanks to all who have contributed books to our
church library! This library is something that Pastor
Bill Howard had envisioned for us for many years.
The library is taking shape in the lobby of the
Education Building for now. Take a look!

The Christian Men’s group at the Westville
Christian Church in Mathews holds a men’s
breakfast on second Saturday of each month.

~Pastor Richard

There are information sheets, clear plastic bags and
green zip ties near or under the tree for you to use
along with each tag you choose….one bag per tag.
Fill with UNwrapped gifts according to the tag
wishes. Tags will help to identify your gift.
Here are a few hints about the tags:
The tag has three parts.
The first is to be attached to the top of the gift bag
where the green hook goes to close the bag.
The second part of the tag goes inside the plastic
bag, so the information for those giving out to the
parent may read thru the bag.
The third is a receipt for person buying the gift.
Keep it.
If you have questions or have a bag to deliver after
December 5th, please contact Donna Haulsee
at 757-532-6660 (cellphone).

MEMORIAL TRUST FUND AND
MEMORIAL GIFTS EXPLAINED
Olive Branch Christain Church is blessed to have
TWO memorial funds…the Olive Branch Memorial
Trust Fund and Olive Branch Memorial Gifts Fund.
There are many similarities in the two funds:
 Donations can be in any amount
 Donations can be made at any time
 Donations may be in honor or memory of
anyone
There are a few differences in the two funds.
The Memorial Trust Fund:
 is a perpetual fund

disburses interest income annually
was set up by Ethelyn McSherry in 1983
disburses half its income to OBCC
disburses the other half to organizations
who work to alleviate hunger (i.e. Salvation
Army, St. Olaf Food Pantry, and Week of
Compassion)
 needs checks made payable to Olive Branch
Memorial Trust Fund with name of honoree
or memory of written on the memo line





The Memorial Gifts Fund:
 is overseen by the Olive Branch Board
Vice-Chairperson
 may be used at any time
 may be disbursed in any amount
 is used at the recommendation of the
Vice-Chairperson as approved by the
Olive Branch Board
 has purchased hand bells, chalice cup &
plate, chairs, and many other items
 needs checks made payable to Olive
Branch Christian Church with Memorial

Gifts Fund in memory of/in honor of
name written on the memo line

It is important when making a donation to
either of these funds that you specify to
which fund you wish to make your donation
and write your check correctly.
~Kay Ainsworth, Trustee
BACKSTAGE PRODUCTIONS PERFORMS
As a thank you and holiday gift of love to the OBCC
family, Backstage will perform A Christmas Carol on
Friday, December 16th in the New Fellowship Hall at
7:00 PM. Please join in this fun evening.
LANDA’S GYPSY SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS ON THE MOVE-CAMPBELLS COMING!
The Sunday School class for people who don't go to
Sunday School has a name! You're invited to join
the Campbellites, named after Alexander Campbell,
one of the founders of the movement now known
as the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Called
the brotherhood for many years, this American
movement, begun in 1807, stressed the unity of all
Christians and the brotherhood of all believers.
Campbell began the practice of the baptism of adult
believers (instead of babies) and the service of
elders at the table. Along with Barton Warren
Stone, Racoon John Smith, and others, Campbell
wanted to build a church based on New Testament
principles which would enable Christians to gather

together for worship regardless of denominational
background in frontier America where clergy were
not always available. Campbell believed strongly in
education and mobilized the church to found
multiple colleges across America, beginning with his
beloved Bethany College at his home in West
Virginia. Other colleges include Hiram, which
President James Garfield attended and where he
served as college president, TCU, Lynchburg in
western VA, Eureka in IL, Barton in NC,
Transylvania in KY, and Chapman in CA.
A true scholar, Campbell studied the scriptures and
made decisions for himself regarding many
issues. Some of his beliefs directly contradicted the
teachings of his own Old Light, Anti-Burgher,
Seceder Presbyterian upbringing. In that tradition,
the Campbellites pledge to study scripture together
faithfully and encourage class members to
challenge and/or embrace what they have known
and what they may come to know.
During Advent, the Campbellites are sharing in
Lessons and Carols based on scripture readings and
music that reflect Campbell's approach. In January
the class will begin a study of the Parables of
Jesus. Stay tuned as the class's meeting place
moves frequently as Olive Branch continues to grow
its Christian Education program for children and
adults.
DILL FAMILY PROVIDES BIBLES
As we have done for many years, we have
purchased Gideon Bibles in honor of our church
family and friends. We do this in lieu of Christmas
cards that are read and put away. By purchasng the
bibles, we hope hundreds of people will have the
opportunity to read the word of God. Peace to all!

~Doug & Emily Dill

THE SMELL OF PAINT AND NEW CARPET
in our Education building in the former choir room is
the start of our Children Worship & Wonder
space. The new program for children ages 3-8 will
transform our children's church time into worship
&d wonder. Our leaders, Emily French, Kim Riffle,
Ann Bradshaw & Landa Simmons, will offer
introductions to our adults before the program
launches this winter. As Emily French put it, "This
is the most amazing Christian Education program
for children I have ever seen." We have a lot to
look forward to in the coming months. A special
thank you goes to the Beatrice Eley Memorial Fund
(Bob Eley’s mother) for the start-up costs of this
unique endeavor.

THE TRADITION OF THE ADVENT WREATH
The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing church tradition. The actual origins are uncertain. There is
evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the cold and dark December
days as a sign of hope in the future warm, sunlit days of Spring. In Scandinavia during Winter, lighted candles
were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn the wheel of the earth back
toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth.
By the Middle Ages, Christians adapted this tradition, using Advent wreathes as part of their spiritual
preparation for Christmas. By 1600, many churches had developed practices surrounding the Advent wreath.
The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying
continuous life. The laurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality;
and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special symbolism. The prickly leaves remind us of the crown
of thorns. The circle of the wreath, with no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of
the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the
wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. The wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and
the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world
becoming true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and
resurrection.
The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each week represents 1000 years,
representing the time from from Adam and Eve to the Birth of Jesus. The purple candles symbolize prayer,
penance, and sacrifices. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday. The progressive lighting of
the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the
anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead.
The light signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some include a white candle placed in the middle of the
wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple and
one rose candles with four white candles, which are lit throughout Christmas season.
Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and prayers provide us a way to augment this
special preparation for Christmas. This tradition helps us to remain vigilant and not lose sight of the true
meaning of Christmas.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

MAY THIS SEASON BRING YOU PEACE,
HAPPINESS, AND HOPE FOR THE NEW
YEAR…..
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