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THE VIEW FROM THE TOP 
 

Ann and I spent some days visiting Western North 
Carolina, driving through the Great Smoky 
Mountains. One day we visited Clingmans Dome, 
which, at 6,643 feet, is the highest point in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. On a clear 
day, you can see seven different states from the 
top of Clingmans Dome. It is a seven-mile drive to 
the end of Clingmans Dome Road, ending in a 
parking lot at the base of a half mile trail that leads 
to the summit. The trail is paved and steep. Very 
steep! Half a mile doesn’t sound too difficult, until 
you figure in that short distance you climb 330 feet 
in height. I am not in the best of shape, so you can 
imagine what my climb to the top was like. 
Fortunately, there are several benches along the 
way where one can take a quick break. The 
important thing to remember is that you must keep 
going! Slow and steady does indeed win the race – 
but only if you keep moving! I can promise you that 
the views from the top are worth the hike. The 
mountain tops and valleys seem to go on forever! 
 

Life consists of ups and downs, of valleys deep and 
mountains high. If your life is anything like mine, 
time spent in the valley is hard. Anxiety, 
fearfulness, despair, uncertainty, anger, selfishness, 
criticism of others; all these and more fruitfully 
grow in the valley. But there is a path out. A path 
built from trusting that God has a purpose for us, a 
purpose built upon our trust in God’s goodness. 
Remember Pastor Bill’s favorite verse he quoted 
time and time again:  “For I know the plans I have 
for you, plans for peace, not evil, to give you a 
future and hope—never forget that.” (Jeremiah 
29:11) 
 

 
 
 

People are quick to point out a church’s faults. They 
don’t have this, do that, or have a program for what 
is really important. That church is stuck in the past, 
refuses to change, and has no vision for the future. 
Unfortunately, all too often, the critics are right. But 
one thing I know a faithful church does well: they 
pray for, lift up, and help carry each other up from 
the valley, to the top, where the view is incredible. 
 

I thank you for the times you have carried me. I 
thank you for the times you have joined together to 
carry others. Love has a home here at Olive Branch. 
 

Blessings,  
~Pastor Richard 

 

 
 

THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 

 

In Matthew 4:4, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3: “It 
takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a 
steady stream of words from God’s mouth.” (The 
Message) 
 

The first stories about God that I heard and read at 
a very early age came from the Bible as taught in 
Sunday School. My perception of who God is was 
generated by that information. 
 

As I’ve matured (some question this) my perception 
of God is still influenced by that initial perspective, 
but changed to some extent by added information 
about scripture and/or by subsequent life 
experience. 
 



 

 

This is evidence of the work of the Spirit in one’s 
life. Scripture points this out especially in 2 Timothy 
3:14-17: 
 

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned 
and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have 
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs 
to God may be proficient, equipped for every good 
work.” 
 

With the Word of God treasured in our hearts, 
children and adults will grow in their knowledge of 
the Lord with the confidence that God wants us to 
grow in that knowledge. It’s never too late to begin 
the storing of a knowledge of God in your mind and 
heart. 
 

That knowledge is best obtained by one’s personal 
investment in reading the Bible itself, not just 
reading what others write about it or listening to 
what others say about it. 
 

My prayer is that Olive Branch will be proficient, 
equipped for every good work as empowered by 
the Holy Spirit. 

Take Care, 
~Fred 

  CWF NEWS 
 

 CWF COMMUNITY FUN DAY---A WHOLE 
CHURCH EVENT WITH A NEW NAME 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 28th for 
Community Fun Day, a day of family fun. It has 
been a very long time since OBCC hosted a day of 
fun event for the community. Join in for food, fun, 
hayrides, bounce house, raffle, shopping, and 
fellowship! Good time for the whole family.  
TIME: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 

  CWF COMMUNITY FUN DAY NEEDS 
Christmas decorations (wreaths, ornaments, etc.) in 
good condition for the Vintage Christmas 
Shoppe.  Christmas items are always popular at any 
type of sale.  Please let Judy Eley (757-566-0927) 
know if you have something to donate.   

 

Empty gallon milk jugs. Please leave them in the 
kitchen, NFH, or OFH. CWF thanks all who can help 

us with this need. Any questions please call Marney 
Brickhouse (757-229-1423 or 757-880-2545). 
 

Thank you very much. 
God Bless! 

~Kay Ainsworth, CWF Director 
 

CWF TUESDAY MORNING CIRCLE 
The Circle met September 13 at Interlude with 
twelve present. We miss those who were unable to 
attend. We filled our stomachs with great food and 
our souls with the word of God. Elaine’s lesson, 
Complacency and Repentance, was enjoyed by all 
with lots of discussion. 
 

Our next  meeting will be October 10th 11:45. All 
are welcome! Join us, and bring your cover dish for 
good food, fellowship and soul nourishment. 
 

~Donna Haulsee 
 

 MONDAY CWF WILL MEET  
on October 16th. Please join us then and on the 3rd 
Monday of each month as we meet in Andy's 
Sunday School room at 7:00 pm. 

~Carole Kerr 
 

 

 
After weeks of not being able to meet due to 
schedules, we finally got together on 9/17!  It was 
great catching up with Lauren and Bryant.  We met 
for 30 minutes or so, then went downstairs to help 
at the workshop for the Community Fun Day.  I am 
thankful for their willingness to lend a hand 
whenever the need arises. 
 

Oct meeting dates are: 15th and 29th. 
~Abby Matschke 

 

 

 AFTERNOON DELIGHT 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, 
October 3rd at the Anderson home. 

                                          Hope to see you!  
      ~Dick & Betty Barber 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Church Family:  Kay Ainsworth, Pat Allred, Vicki 
Anderson, Charles & Betty Boy, The Boyd Family, 
Duie Brantley, Gertie Duke, John Hill Gardner, Lucy 
Hall, Mike Heslink, Keeta Hodson, Lena Jeffries, 
Ruby Jones, Key Family, Jeanne Lawrence, Mary 
Lee Leary, Diana & David Love, Val Mason, Joann 
Mitchell, Bob & June Phillips, Susan Pruitt, Cecelia 
Ruskey, Ellen Sullivan, Jim Thacker, Richard Thiel, 
Doris Turner, Sarah Waid, Dennis Williams, David 
Wolverton, Michelle Wright 
 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 
volunteer women and men who protect and defend 
us, our nation, Sascha Barrow & her unborn baby 
(Karen Barrow’s daughter), Cynthia Dea (Kay 
Ainsworth’s niece-in-law), Charles Friend (Emily 
Friend’s brother), Carroll Hall Family (Norm Hall’s 
brother), Carl Henley Family (Friend of Gene & 
Cheryl Johnson), Ryan & Chris Hudgins (friends of 
Gene & Cheryl Johnson), David Hunt (Jim Hunt’s 
brother), Tish & Finn Jensen (Skip Jensen’s 
parents), Barbara Johnson (Robin Moscati’s 
mother), Janet Marshall Family (sister of Robin 
Moscati), Vince Mason (Judy Eley’s brother), Becky 
Mullins (Stacey Mullins’ Aunt), Joyce Parker (Judy 
Eley’s Aunt), Bryson Phenicie (Dallas & Joann 
Mitchell’s nephew), June Shipley (mother of Farm 
Fresh Manager), Shannon Starmer (Donald White’s 
daughter), CR Sullivan (Roy & Ellen Sullivan’s son), 
Krista Thomas (Gene & Cheryl Johnson’s infant 
niece), Rosemary Thomasson (Emily Friend’s 
mother), Jamie VanCleave (Jerry VanCleave’s 
granddaughter), Ted VanHolten, Vivian VanHolten, 
Jamie Ware-Jondreau (friend of Carol Pitts), John 
Warhol & Family (Linda Hutchens’ son-in-law), Bob 
Williams (Linda Williams’ husband), Marolyn 
(Carolyn Hunt’s twin sister), Drs. Anil & Teresa 
Henry, the students and the staff at Christian 
Hospital Mungeli 
 

 The OBCC Family extends condolences to 
the Griffith Family upon the passing of daughter-in-
law, Debbie Griffith. Please keep all the family in 
your prayers. Services for Debbie were at Liberty 
Baptist Church in Lanexa on September 9th. 
 

 The OBCC Family extends condolences to 
the Perger Family upon the passing of Steve’s 
mother, Joyce Jenkins Perger. Please keep all the 
family in your prayers. Services for Joyce were 
September 26 at Rosewood Kellum Funeral Home, 
Virginia Beach. 
 

Diana and I want the congregation to know 
how much we appreciate your cards, support, and 
prayers. We are blessed to be part of the Olive 
Branch family. 

~Diana and David Love 
 

 Thank you for all the cards, flowers, visits, 
and the birthday party you have given me. You 
have been so wonderful to me in every way since 
I’ve been here….and before. Many, many thanks! 

~Lena Jeffries 
 

 To Our Friends at OBCC: 
Thank you for your support during Bob’s illness. All 
the prayers, calls, cards, and other thoughtful acts 
made so much difference to our well-being. You are 
a super group of people. We are so blessed to be a 
part of such a caring and loving congregation. 

~Gail & Angela Key 
 

Thank you for all the food, cards, visits and 
prayers during the passing of my Daughter in Law 
Debbie Griffith. The loving support of my church 
family is what gets me through times like this. Love 
you all so much.                            ~Nancy Griffith 
 
 

 Thank you for all the cards, comforting words 
and hugs on the death of our son, Eric.  We don't 
know what we would do without our church family. 

~Bob & Barb Schmidt 

 

Worship and Wonder (Ages 3-8) 
 

October 1 Ann Bradshaw 
  Jim & Paula Thacker 
 

October 8 Missy Harbour, Kim Riffle 
 

October 15 Landa Simmons 
  Harold & Patty Barker 
 

October 22 Linda Williams, Carolyn Hunt 
 

October 29 Ann Bradshaw 
  Jim & Paula Thacker 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=prayers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no


 

 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS  
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services this month.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

October 1 Exodus 17:1-7; 
  Matthew 21:23-32 
 

October 8 Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4-14 
 

October 15 Philippians 4:1-9;  
  Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 22 Matthew 22:15-22;  
  Exodus 33:12-23 
 

October 29 Matthew 22:34-46; 
  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
 

 
 

October 1 Patty & Harold Barker 
 

October 8 Karen Marrow 
 

October 15 Marney Brickhouse 
 

October 22 OPEN 
 

October 29 OPEN 

 

 
SERVING THIS MONTH 

 

Elders 
 

October 1 Donna Perger, Judy Eley 
 

October 8 Judy Eley, Fred Rothermel 
 

October 15 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
 

October 22 Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker 
 

October 29 Joyce Allen, Skip Jensen 
 

Deacons 
 

October 1 Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher 
  Mel Watson, Kaye Watson 
 

October 8 Janet Neal, Kevin Waid 
  Cindy Robertson, Harold McKeel 
 

October 15 Linda Garrett, Sheila Yeatts 
  Maralyn Carr, Keeta Hodson 
 

October 22 Lisa Day, Tracy Creech 
  Tracey Hutton, Phillip Day 
 

October 29 Abby Matschke, Boyce Mason 
  Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher 
 

Deaconess 
 

                        Irma Gustafson 
 

 
 

18 Joyce Allen & Mark Pfister 
26       Jeryl & Margie Dieleman 
 

 
 

01 Kevin Waid 
02 Steve John Perger 
04 Lauren Elton McWilliams 
07 Darin Charles McDaniel 
10 Courtney Gardner Holt 
12 Mike Garrett 
13 Susan Campbell Fournier 
14 Norman Larkin 
14 David Pitts 
15 Nancy Jones Cates 
15 Evelyn Dale Gardner Teagle 
19 Linda Carole Harris Heslink 
21 Devon F Watson 
23 Josephine Paulette Gardner 
27 Daniel Abid 
27 Morgan Onesty 
29 Nancy Otey Griffith 
29 Sarah Waid 
 

  FOOD SHARING PROGRAM UPDATE 
 

Your consistent food donations to our food sharing 
baskets provide daily bread to our neighbors who 
need this essential support. Grateful for your 
donations! 

Thankful,   
~Jane & Will Hatcher 

 

 
 

 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=altar flowers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2#no


 

 

 

 FAMILY NIGHT CONTINUES AT ITS NEW 
TIME (6 PM): 
Join in food and fellowship at 6 PM. The Elders 
continue a series based on the movie, The Shack. 
Plan to attend the last of the series on October 4 & 
11 to study this movie’s message. 

 

Here is the remaining schedule: 
 

10/04 Robbie Robertson/Pastor Richard     
Lesson 4: How can I know the heart of the Father? 
 

10/11 Donna Perger/Fred Rothermel 
Lesson 5: So you just let him get away with it? 
 

   OUR DAY OUT 
 

 
 

Prior to our regular gathering of Our Day Out on 
September 13, the Volunteers meet to agree on a 
budget request for next year. As our program was 
begun on October 15, 2015, we are preparing to 
embark upon our 3rd year as an organization. We 
discussed the fun of our August meeting, when we 
had young folks participating. They all agreed we 
should do it again next summer! Also discussed is 
what the program means to volunteers and what 
they enjoy most about it. Volunteers reviewed 
events already on our agenda and decided on more 
for 2018.  
 

We made plans for a birthday celebration in 
October, planning to invite family & friends to the 
party. We will have Becky Watson provide another 
Music Therapy program. We will finish up our wall 
mural, which we began in August. It currently 
hangs in the NFH for your enjoyment. Donna will 
have Halloween pumpkins for us to decorate, and 
we'll conclude with Bingo. We adjourned the 
volunteer meeting in time to receive our guests as 
they arrived, always joyfully expecting a fun-filled 
day. 
 

No one was not disappointed. Irma introduced us to 
the colored bells she purchased for our use. As 
Irma called out orange, yellow, green, red, light 
blue, dark blue, purple, high C, everyone struck 
their notes. I especially enjoyed the look of 
satisfaction on the face of the green bell ringer, 
Tyler, each time he struck his bell as his color was 

called out. 
 

Following that was a delicious lunch of meatball 
sliders and salad, served by Sheila and Marney.  We 
celebrated birthdays of Emily, Sheila, & Val and 
welcomed our new guest, Angie Key, to our group. 
We had 8 Guests and 13 Volunteers, along with 
Emily, Richard, and Susan in attendance at various 
times during the day. 
 

In the afternoon, Emily shared information about 
the pansy. We potted violas (the pansy’s cute, 
colorful cousin) since warm weather delayed the 
pansy’s appearance. Everyone took home a basket 
to enjoy. The timing was perfect for Tyler, as his 
basket was potted for his mother's birthday. On top 
of that, Tyler's Bingo win enabled him to choose a 
bottle of hand & body lotion as a gift for his mom. 
Much fun was had during Bingo, and everyone 
(except Barb & Val) went home with a bag of 
treasures. When Kay arrived to pick up Tyler, we 
joined in his celebration of his mom’s day by singing 
Happy Birthday. No one deserves it more! 
 

What a blessed day it was, as always, when we 
gather for faith, fun, fellowship, and food.  If you'd 
like to join us as a volunteer or know someone who 
could use a fun day out as our guest, please call the 
church office. We want to serve God by serving 
others. 

Blessings, 
~Louise Smith, ODO Coordinator 

 
 

 



 

 

 WALK WITH OBCC  
 

OBCC’s 2017 Alzheimer’s fundraising goal is $3,000. 
Please sign up to become a member of the Disciple 
Walkers Team. The walk is October 28, 2017 at 
Matthew Whaley Elementary School (301 Scotland 
St. Williamsburg VA). Registration is required prior 
to walking. Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board 
located in the church narthex and on the bulletin 
board in the NFH. 
 

Cash donations are gratefully accepted too! Look 
for the purple basket at Family Night….or make a 
contribution in the Sunday plate (checks payable 
directly to Alzheimer’s Association). 
 

REMINDER: All walkers must complete a 
registration form. Forms are in the office on the 
bookcase under the mail boxes. Leave completed 
forms in the marked box office on the bookcase 
under the mail boxes. 
 

CAR RAFFLE TICKETS: Look for Joyce Allen or 
Andrew Pfister to get your car raffle tickets to 
benefit the Alzheimer’s Walk 2017 effort. 
 

 WORLD OUTREACH NEWS 
 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
                 IS UNDERWAY! 
Boxes, tags, and instructions are laid out for you to 
pick up on that day. We have 100 boxes, so please 
get ready to stuff one. 
 

COLLECTION DAY CELEBRATION: Sunday, October 
21st. Bring your packed boxes that day. Make the 
pile huge! Make the smiles big across the world!  
 

Samaritan's Purse is an evangelical Christian 
humanitarian aid organization that provides aid to 
people in physical need as a key part of Christian 
missionary work. 
 

  HYGIENE KITS GO TO DISASTER 
VICTIMS---THERE ARE SO MANY IN NEED 
OBCC stepped up to provide hygiene kits for the 
Church World Service, as they step up to assist in 
disaster recovery. The world has been hard-hit this 
season with many horrible events---fire, water, 
wind, flood. Kits will be collected October 1st for 
distribution around the world to those in need. 
Many thanks to those who hurried to fill the 
collection bin. 

In His Name & Blessing 
~Sheila Yeatts 

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH SERVICE REMINDER 
If you attend the later service at OBCC, be sure to 
join you OBCC family in the sanctuary at 10:55 AM 
to greet each other and hear all the important news 
before the worship service begins. By gathering for 
greeting and announcements just before 11, we 
can make sure that the service does not run too 
long….and that you can move on to other fun 
activities  with your OBCC family or your own. 
 

See you in the sanctuary at 10:55 AM! 
 

 The Campbell Sunday School Class 
welcomes guest teachers:   
October 1    Robin Moscati    
 Lazarus and the Rich Man 
October 8  Richard Cline 
 Parable of the Mustard Seed  
 

 STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE NEWS 
In November, 2016, the congregation approved the 
2017 budget of $370,877.81 that included $65,000 
for an Associate Minister/Youth Director. Despite 
some very hard work by our search committee, the 
position has not yet been filled. We have no budget 
requirement for the Associate Minister/Youth 
Director position until it is filled. In the bulletin each 
week we provide a current status of giving 
compared to the budget. Because we have no 
requirement at this time for the Associate 
Minister/Youth Director, we have changed the 
weekly report to more accurately depict giving 
compared to the actual budget requirement. Our 
giving is currently ahead of the revised 
requirement. When an Associate Minister/Youth 
Director is hired, our budget requirement will 
increase and we will need to increase our giving. 

~Jim Hunt 
 

 

Employee Appreciation Lunch: 10/1 
Purple Sunday: 10/8 
Jimmy’s Oven Sunday: 10/8  (7AM-2PM) 
Alzheimer’s Walk: 10/28 
Community Fun Day: 10/28  (10AM-3PM) 
Backstage Show: 12/8 
 



 

 

 OCTOBER 8 IS PURPLE SUNDAY FOR 
ALZHEIMER’S AND JIMMY’S DINER DAY: Wear 
purple to support our team at the Walk to End 
Alzheimer's. An anonymous donor will contribute to 
the OBCC team for each person in purple. Enjoy 
lunch at Jimmy's same afternoon and a percentage 
of sales go to our Walk team. 
 

HALLOWEEN MYTHS AND ORIGINS 
The Name 
Hallowmas is a three-day Catholic holiday where 
saints are honored and people pray for the recently 
deceased. At the start of the 11th century, it was 
decreed by the pope that it would last from Oct. 31 
(All Hallow's Eve) until Nov. 2, most likely because 
that was when Samhain was celebrated and the 
church was trying to convert the pagans. "All 
Hallow's Eve" then evolved into "All Hallow's Even," 
and by the 18th century it was commonly referred 
to as "Hallowe'en." 
 
Trick-or-Treating 
was brought to America by the Irish and became 
popular during the early 20th century, but died out 
during WWII when sugar was rationed. After the 
rationing ended in 1947, children's magazine "Jack 
and Jill," radio program "The Adventures of Ozzie 
and Harriet," and the "Peanuts" comic strip all 
helped to re-popularize the tradition of dressing up 
in costumes and asking for candy from door-to-
door. By 1952, trick-or-treating was hugely popular 
again. 
 
Black Cats  
Often used as symbols of bad luck, black cats grace 
many Halloween decorations. The black cat's bad 
reputation dates back to the Dark Ages, when witch 
hunts were commonplace. Elderly, solitary women 
were often accused of witchcraft, and their pet cats 
were said to be their "familiars," or demonic 
animals that had been given to them by the devil. 
Another medieval myth told that Satan turned 
himself into a cat when socializing with witches. But 
nowadays, black cats aren't synonymous with bad 
luck and mischief everywhere — in Ireland, 
Scotland and England, it's considered good luck for 
a black cat to cross your path.  
 
Jack-O'-Lanterns 
A fun fall activity, carving Jack-o'-lanterns actually 
has its roots in a sinister, tragic fable. Celtic folklore 

tells the tale of a drunken farmer named Jack who 
tricked the devil, but his trickery resulted in him 
being turned away from both the gates of heaven 
and hell after he died. Having no choice but to 
wander around the darkness of purgatory, Jack 
made a lantern from a turnip and a burning lump of 
coal that the devil had tossed him from hell. Jack, 
the story goes, used the lantern to guide his lost 
soul; as such, the Celts believed that placing Jack-
o'-lanterns outside would help guide lost spirits 
home when they wander the streets on Halloween. 
Originally made using a hollowed-out turnip with a 
small candle inside, Jack-o'-lanterns' frightening 
carved faces also served to scare evil spirits away. 
When the Irish potato famine of 1846 forced Irish 
families to flee to North America, the tradition came 
with them. Since turnips were hard to come by in 
the states at the time, pumpkins were used as a 
substitute. 
 
Bats 
Medieval folklore also described bats as witches' 
familiars, and seeing a bat on Halloween was 
considered to be quite an ominous sign. One myth 
was that if a bat was spotted flying around one's 
house three times, it meant that someone in that 
house would soon die. Another myth was that if a 
bat flew into your house on Halloween, it was a 
sign that your house was haunted because ghosts 
had let the bat in.  
 
Candy Apples 
The fusion of Celtic and Roman traditions is behind 
Halloween's candy-apple staple. Samhain was 
around the time of the Roman festival honoring 
Pamona, the goddess of fruit trees. The goddess is 
often symbolized by an apple, so the fruit became 
synonymous with Samhain celebrations of the 
harvest, and the apple was thought to be a sacred 
fruit. 
 
Candy Corn  
The candy most synonymous with Halloween, candy 
corn was invented in the late 1880s and began to 
be mass-produced in the early 1900s. The original 
process for making candy corn was cumbersome 
and time-consuming, as each color of syrup had to 
be heated up in large vats and carefully poured by 
hand into specially shaped molds. But the yellow, 
orange and white candy — meant to resemble a 
corn kernel — was a huge hit and remains a 
popular part of Halloween to this day. 
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